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MAGNANIMITY OF A ROMAN SENATOR, 

■\V^HEN Vespasian commanded a senator to 
give his voice against the interest of his 
country, and threatened him with imme- 
diate death, if he spoke on the other side; 
the Roman, conscious diat the attempt to 
serve a people was in his power, ahhough 
the event was uncertain, answered, with a 
smile — ** Did I ever tell you that I was 
immortal ? My virtue is in my (*wn dis- 
posal—my life in your^s. Do what you 
will, / shall do what I ought; and if I 
fall in the service of my country, I shall 
have more triumph in my death, thsinyou 
in all your laurels.'* 

VOL. I. B 
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ASTONISHING EFFECTS OF MUSIC. 

The following instance of the Effect of 
Music, is supported on the authority of 
Prince Cantimis, who relates it, in his Ac- 
count of the Transactions of the Otto* 
mans. 

'* Sultan, ^murath, that cruel Prince, 
having laid siege to Bagdat, and taken it, 
^ve orders that thirty thousand persons 
«hould be put to death, notwifhstanding 
they had submitted, and laid down their 
arms : among the number of these unfor<- 
tunate victims, was a musician. 

** He besought the officer (who had the 
•command, to see the Sultanas orders exe- 
cuted) to spare him but for a moment, 
vrhile he might be permitted to speak to the 
Empefor. 

•* The officer indulged bim in his in* 
treaty, and being t»'ooght before the Sultan, 
he was permitted to exhibit a specimen of 
his ait. — Like the Musician in Hooier, he 
•took up a kind pf psaltry, which resembWf 
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a lyre, and has six strings on each side, and 
accompanied it with his voice. 

/< He $ung the taking of Bagdat, and the 
triumph of Amurath : The pathetic tones 
and e^tulting sounds, which he drew from 
the instrument, joined to the akevnatc 
plaintiveness and boldness of his strains, 
rendered the Prince unable to restrain the 
softer emotions of his soul. 

'^ He even suffered him to proceed until 
overpowered with harmony, he qielted into 
tears of pity, and relented of his cruel iq* 
tentions. In consideration of the Mus^i* 
cian's abilities, he not only directed his 
people to spare those among the piisoncri» 
who yet remained alive ; but also to give 
them instant libeity.' 
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ANECDOTE. 

About the close of the last century, a 
piece of antiquity existed kk the neighbour- 
hood of Fountain's- Abbey, still more curi- 
ous than the Abbey itself -.—That venerable 
instance of longevity, llenrjf Jenkins. 

B 2 
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Among all the events, which in the course 
of a hundred and sixty -nine years had 
fastened on the memoiy of this singular 
man, he spoke of nothing with so much 
'emotion as the ancient State of Fountain's- 
Abbey. 

• If he was ever (questioned ' on that sub- 
ject, he would be isure to inform you what 
a brave place it once had been, and would 
fpeak with much feeling of* the clamours 
*which its dissolution occasioned in the 

coiimry. *' About thiity years •ago," (he 
would say)' " when I was butler to Lord 
'Cohyers,«andold Marmaduke Bradley, was 
Lord Abbot, I was often sent by my Lord to 
enquire after the Lord Abbot's health, and 
the Lord Abbot M'ould always send for me 
up into his chamber, and order me roast 

• beef and wassal, which, I remember well, 
was. always brought in 2^ Black Jack, 

' From this account, we see what it was 
that rivetted Fou main's- Abbey so distinctly 

• in the Old Man's memory. The Black 
^Jfack^l doubt not, macje a stronger im-> 
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pressiDn than all the splendor of the house, 
or the virtue of the Lord Abbot. 

N. K The substance of these particu- 
lars, the author had from a MS. shewn him 
by Sir B. Graham. 

ANECDOTE OF JAMES THE FIRST. 

Sir Henry Montague was^ for some 
time a favourite at James's Court, and \va» 
promoted to the oflSceof Lord Keeper, bat 
disdaining to enter into the measures of* 
Buckingham,^ he was deprived of bis po&r^ 
by that haughty favouritCi 

While he continued in his office, .Li'lv, 
the astrologer, was tried and found guihy,. 
by a peevish jury. 

Conscious of his own innocence, he 
wrote* a petition in Greek to King James. 
The Monarch, struck with the novelty of 
the circumstance, cried out, '* by my sou? 
this man fhall not suffer ; I think he is a 
betttr Grecian than any of my Bifliops,."' 
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BON MOT OF LORD CHESTERFIELD. 

The great Handel, whose admirable mu- 
sic has lately brought such considerable 
sums, was, several years ago, so much neg- 
lected, that his Oratorios were frequently 
performed to ^mpty benches. King George 
the Second, however, constantly attended 
Handel's pieces, though they were aban- 
doned by the rest of the court. This at- 
tachment gave occasion to the following 
Bon Mot of Lord Chesterfield, who, com- 
ing out of the Oratorio one night, was met 
by Lord Delaware. " What !" said the 
latter, " have (hey dismissed, is there no 
Oratorio to-night ?" " O, Yes," replied 
Lord Chesterfield, ^* they are now per- 
forming, but I thought it best to retire, 
lest I should disturb the King in his pri^ 
vacies, 

EPIGRAM. 

When I call*d t*other day, on a noble renown'd, 
In his great marble hall lay the Bible well bounds 
Not as printed by Basket, and bound up in black, 
6ut chained to the floor, like a thief by the back; 
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Unacquainted with /on, and your quality airS| 

I suppos'd it intended for family prayers : 

His piety pleat'd, I applauded his zeal, 

Yet thought none would venture the BiiU to steai : 

But, judge my surprise, when inform'd of the case i 

He had chiia'd itfjbrfiar itikfmUJly in his fact. 

Verfes on Admiral Byng*s Judges^ who^ 
after finding him guilty j desired to be 
released from their Oath of Secrecy ^ 
which is administered to all Members^ 
of General Courts Martial. 

^ We, die Court Martial, now begin to sicken^ 
And find, at last, that we are conscience stricken;. 
Sad suppliants in Byng's behalf we come, 
And humbly crave you will defer his doom ; 
Bound by our oath, we cannot yet make clear^ 
What t'was we meant, nor ever shall we fear ; 
We found him guilty — and we found him not ; 
We wish'd him sav'd — ^yet, wish'd him. to be shot;: 
But, as at land, so did we find at sea, 
K we did one, the Other coul^ not be. 
Save hi ih— great Chief,, your royal mercy show ;. 
Shoot him — dread Chief, let royal justice flow ; 
Relieve our consciences with pitying eye. 
And grant that Byng, may neither live— nor die; 
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ANECDOTE. 

When Lord Townshend was Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, the then Provost of 
Dublin lost no opportunity of repeating his 
solicitations for places...." My dear, Hely," 
said his Lordship, *' you have a great 
many things, and I have nothing to give 
but a majority of dragoons." " I accept 
It then," replied the Provost. " What you 
take a majority," answered his Lordship, 
** zounds it's impossible, I only meant it 
as a joke." ** And I accept it, replied the 
Provost, ** merely to shew you how well 
I can take a Joke, ^^ 

ANECDOTE. 

Fontaine teaches in his Fables, that w6 
ought not to refute seriousli/ a gross ab* 
surdity ; but the better to expose it to ri- 
dicule, we should use the most extravagant 
hyperboles. 

A Gascon f who flattered himself that 
he possessed a most discerning sight, walk-* 
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ing one day with a companion in the streets 
of Notre Dame, said — ** Observe the fine- 
ness of my sight, I see a fly walking upon 
the clock of NoUe Dame chtirch." His 
companion replied, " I have not a sight so 
fine as you, but in recompence, my hear^ 
ing is much better^ for although I do not 
see the fly you mention, yet I hear it 
walk." 

ANECDOTE. 

Some friends of Philip of Macedon^ hav- 
ing advised him to banish a man,, who had 
spoken ill of him at Court; he replied^ 
** By no means, for that is the way to make 
him rail at me, where I am less known." 

Being, at another time, importuned to 
punish the ingratitude of the Peloponessians, 
for having hi5^ed him at the Olympic 
games :— ** How will they serve me," re?, 
plied he, " should I punish them, whea. 
they cannot forbear affronting me, after so 
many obligations?" 
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REMARKABLE OCCURRENCE. 

In Feb. 1776, an oak was cut down on 
the estate of Dtnnis Rolle, Esq. near Great 
Torrington, Devonshire ;. the body of 
which measured thirteen feet six,inches in 
diameter, on the surface of which two 
couple danced a country dance, and the 
fidler played standing on the comer.^ 

Copy of Two Letters from King James 
the Firsty to the LordSj read at the 
Board y Nov, 2^^ 1617, respecting the 
Abatement of His Majesty^s Houselu)ld.. 

•* My Lords, 
*' No worldly thing is so precious as 
time ; ye know what task I gave you tp 
work upon during my absence, and what 
time was limited unto you for the per- 
formance of it. This same Chancellor of 
Scotland was wont to tell me, twenty-four 
years ago, that my house could not be 
kept upon epigrams ; long discourses and 
air tales will never repair my estate.— 
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•* Omviis Virtus in actione consistit.*' — Re- 
member I told yon, that the shoe must be 
made for the foot, and let that be the 
square of all your proceedings in the busi- 
ness. Abate superfluities in all things, and 
multitudes of unnecessary oiBcers wherever 
they be p!a<:ed; but for the household ; ward- 
robe, and pensions, cut and carve as manjf 
as may agree with my means ; exceed not 
your rule of fifty thousand pounds for the 
household, if you can make it less, I will 
account it for good service, and that you- 
may see I will not spare my own person, I 
have sent with this bearer a note of the su- 
perfluous charges concerning my mouthy 
having had the happy opportunity of this 
messenger in an errand so nearly concern- 
ing his place. In this, I expect no an*^ 
swer in word or writing, but only the real 
performance from the beginning, to relieve 
me out of my miseries : for now the ball 
is at your feet, and the world sliall bear 
me witness, that I have put you fair to it. 
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And SO praying God to bless your labours^ 
I bid you heartily farewell. 

'* Your own James, R." 

" My Lords, 

*' I received from you yesternight the 
bluntest Letter that I think ever King re- 
ceived from his Council. Ye write that 
the Green Cloth will do nothing, and yc 
offer me no advice i Why are ye Coun- 
sellors, if ve offer no council ? An^ ordi- 
nary messenger might have brought me 
such an answer : it is my pleasure that 
my charges be equally with my revenue,, 
and it is necessary so to be ; for this is a 
prc>ject must be made, and one of the main, 
branches thereof is my house. This pro- 
ject is but to be offered unto you, and.how 
it may be better laid to agree with my ho- 
nour and contentment, ye are to advise 
upon, and then have my consent. If this 
cannot be performed without ditninishihg 
the number of tables, diminished they must 
be; and if that cannot serve, two or three 
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tn^st be thrust into one. If the Green 
Cloth will not make a project for this, 
some other must do it. If ye cannot find 
them out, I must only remember two 
things, the time must no more be lost, and 
that there are twenty ways of abatement 
besides the hous^ if they be well looked 
into, and so farewelL 

** James R." 

anecbote. 

At the siege of Tortona, in Italy, the 
Commander of the army that lay be- 
fore .the town, ordered CareWy an Irish 
.officer in the service of Naples, to advance 
with a. detachment to a particular post. 
Having given his orders, he whispered to 
Carew, *^ Sir, I know you to be a gallant 
man, I have therefore put you upon thi« 
.duty, it is certain death for you all, I 
..place you thcFC to make the enemy spring 
a mine below you." »Carew made a bow 
to . the General, and led on his men in 
silence to the dreadful post, he there stood 
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with an undaunted courage ; and having 
called to a soldier for a glass of wine, now 
said he, *' / drink to all those who bravely 
Jail in battle y"^^ fortunately at this instant 
•the town capitulated, and Carew escaped. 

EPITAPH ON A MISFR. 

Here, crumbling lies, beneath this mold, 
A man whose sole delight was gold ; 
Content was never once his guest 
Tho' thrice ten thousand fill'd hit chest, 
Tor he, poor m^n, with all his store, 
'Died in gpeat want — the want of mor€. 

ANECDOTE. 

During the summer of the year 1777, at 
a general meeting of the noblemen and gen- 
^tlemen of the county of Buckingham, Lord 
Veiney's presence being necessary, he at- 
tetided, though he could scarce stir hand 
or foot with the rheumatism and gout. 

After the meeting was over, it was like- 
wise highly necessary his Lordship should 
«ign the minutes of the proceedings, but 
how to do it, in the condition he was in, 
Avas the question. At last his Lordship, 
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^ith a pleasantry peculiar to himselF, ob- 
served he must be under the necessity of 
doing, what many an honest man had 
done before, which was to set his mark, 
and accordingly drew a cross at the bottom 
of the paper, which was filled up by One 
of the gentlemen present, Vemey x ^^^ 
mark, and which future anti(}uarians, per- 
haps, may bring as an undoubted proof of 
the barbarity of the times, that an Earl so 
late as the 18th century, could not write 
his own name. 

AN ANECDOTE FOR ANTlQUARTANS, 

A Mr. Pine, an Engrarei* and Herald, 
-who was a very sensible man, used to re- 
late a fact, which shewed Doctor Stukely*s 
character as an Antiquarian. 

As the Doctor and some Other curious 
persons, among whom was Mr, Pine, were 
visiting certain antiquities in Hertfordshire, 
they came to a place called Ceaser^s Stile ^ 
situated on the brow of an eminence. No 
sooner was the place named, than the 
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Doctor stopped all of a sodden, and after 
an attentive survey of the neighbouring 
ground, pronounced it to be directly the 
scite of a fortified pass, which Caesar had 
left behind him in his march from Covey- 
stakes to Verulam. Some of the com- 
pany demurring that as to opinion, a debate 
arose, and an aged labouring man coming 
up, the Doctor afked him with great con- 
fidence, ^ Whether that was not called 
GsBsar's Strle ? — " Aye, Master," said the 
old man, " that it is, I have good reason 
to know it, for many a day did I work 
lipon it for old Bob Ceascr, rest his soul, 
helived in yonder farm, and a s<id road it 
was before he made this stile. 

ANECDOTE^ 

An officer in a very gallant manner 
obliged Ldiiis the XIV th to do him jus- 
tice. 

An ancient officer, whose distinguished 
vmcrit and services had escaped the atten- 
tion of Louis the XlVth in a promotion 
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^f officers, went and most respectfully 
addressed him, saying *' I had c:(pecte'd 
no other than to die in the service of ytuf 
Majesty; but I did ttot think it v^oWd 
be with grief." The King, tiuly e4^i- 
table and grateful, took the first opportu- 
nity of rewarding him with a promotion, 
equal to his spirit and gallantry. 

^ANECDOtE 6f TilE LATE KING OF 

PRUSSIA. 

A Prussian lieutenant-colonel , whose re- 

*giment had been disbanded at the end of 

the war of 1756, was constantly soliciting 

liis Majesty to be again ptit upon /the 

establishment, and became «o trOublesonu) 

that he was forbidden thexouFt. 

Soon after, a libel stppeared against hfs 
Majesty ; and Frederick, however mdulgent 
liie was to transgiessions of this kind, was 

4 

«o nluch offended with the audacity of this, 
that he offered a reward of fifty gold Fre-u 
deritks, toany person who would discover 
tbeauthoF. 

VOL* I. JC 
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The 1ie^tenant>-colonel sent ip his nsine 
to the King, signifying, that he had an inv- 
portant piece of intelligence to give. H^ 
was admitted. ** Sre," said he, *^ yon 
have promised fifty gold Fredericks, to the 
person who would discover the author of 
-qf msh a libol-t— I aon the man ; I lay my 
head at your feet ; but keep your royal 
word, and while you ^nish the criminal, 
^end to my poor wife and wretched chil- 
dren the sum you promised to the informer." 
His Majesty already Icnew who was the 
author of the Irbel : he was affected with 
tb© desperate extremity, to which neces- 
•ftity had obliged an othervyise estimable 
officer to have recourse ; but he had owned 
himself guilty. — ** Go" («aid the Monarch) 
^ instantly tcr Spandau, and under the locks 
of that fortress, wait the just effects of the 
wrath of your Sovereign.'* ** I obey. 
Sire; — ^but the fifty gold Fredericks." 
•* In two hours your wife fihall receive 
ihenu .Take this letter, ami deliver it to 
the governor of Spanda-u ; box enjoin him 
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mot to, open It until after dinneh" The 
lientenant-colonel arrived at the dreadful 
castle assigned him for his abode, and de- 
clared himself a prisoner. 

When the desert was upon the table, the 
governor opened the letter; rt contamed 
these words ; ** I give the Command of 
Spandau to the bearer of this letter ; he vrill 
soon see his wife and children arrive with., 
the fifty gold Fredericks. 

*' The present governor of Spandau wi^ 

go to B ^ in the same quality ; I bestow 

that recompenceupon him, in consideration 
of his services.^ 

JEpitaph on a private Soldier of ilie 
Royal Lancashire Militia^ toho met 

' with an accidental death at Tj/nmouih 
Barracks, 

'Wben on the p]aini» Whe^e hottt embattled meet, 
The soldier falls, amidst the conflict*! heat ; 
No ttarjt his comrades shed, for ihcre^ the brave, 
Finds where he bleeds, a laurd^ and z grave; 
But when untimely fate infiicls the blow, 
;Aiid lays his future hopes of glory low ; 
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When, fliu tint soul, which in Briunoia's caaae, 
Aspir'd to gnard her liberty and laws ; 
Unwept he cannot die, the soldin^'s friend 
Shall moum his virtues, and lament his end. 

ANECDOTE or GENERAL BLIGH. 

When Mr. Bligh was a captain in a regi- 
ment of infantry, and Jie and his l^dy were 
travelling in Yorkshire, they put up at an 
inn, where there happened to be only just 
as much in the larder as would serve them 
for dinner, which was immediately or- 
dered. -In the mean time, some spotting 
gentlemen of the country came in, and 
finding there was nothing in the house but 
what was getting ready for another com- 
pany ; asked, ** who they were ?" The 
landlord told them he did not directlv know, 
but he believed the gentleman was an Irish 
officer. " Oh ! d — n him, if he's Irish,** 
says one of the company, ** a potatoe will 
serve him. — Here," waiter, " take up this 
atch," pulling out an elegant gold watclv, 
<* carry it up stairs, and ask the gentleman 
what'^ o'clock.'* The waiter at iirst hesi- 
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tftted ; but the company insisted upon hfe 
delivering the message, and he was obliged 
to comply. Mr. Bligh was surprised' at 
such an impudent message ; but recollect, 
ing himself a moment, -took the watch from 
the waiter, and sent hi^ compliments to the 
company, that he would tell them before they 
parted. The message, however, produced 
his dinner to be sent up in quiet ; which, 
after he had eat, he claps a couple of horse- 
pfstols under his arm, and going down 
stairs^ introduced himself to the company, 
by telling them, Jie was come to tell them 
xohat o'clock a "jtas;. but first begged to be 
informed, to which-^of the g^nUemen the 
watch belonged: — ^here a dead siknce en* 
sued. Mr. Bligh then began on his right 
hand, by asking them severally the ques- 
tion,. each of whom denied his knowledge 
of the circumstance. — **-Oh then,? says he, 
•* gentlemeii, - 1 find I have mistaken the? 
room ; the waiter a while ago,irought me 
an impudent message from some people in 
this house, . which I come, as you see, 

c 3 
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.{pointing to his pistols,) properly to resent^ 
but I find I have mi^takm the company :'* 
jsayiag this, he wished them a good even* 
jog, paid his bill, stepped into his carriage,, 
and drove off with the watch in his pocket,c 
iv%icb he kept to the day of his death. 

EPIGRAM. 
Ye rascals of ringers, ye mercikts foes, 
And disturbers of all who are fond of repose; 
^ How I wish for the quiet, and peace of the land, 
^hat ye- wore round your necks, what you hold ui 
your hand.. 

EPITAPH ON A MUSICIAN. 
Philips, whose touch harmonious, could remove 
The pangs of guilty pow'r, and hapless love ; 
Jlest here, distrest by poverty no more, 
Herej find that calm thou gav'st so long before :. 
Sleep undisiurb'd, within this peaceful shrine, 
'Till angels wake thee,, with a note like thine. 

ANECD^OTE. 

. Konbilac,. the . famous statuary,, found a. 
parcel of Bank-notes in the church-yard of 
St. Martin's in the Fields,, to the amount of 
seven thousand pounds,. the property of a 
Yorkshire gentleman, who -advertised a re* 
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ward of five hundred founds. Mk-.RotK 
Jikic returned the notesr but generously re- 
fused the five hundred pounds. The gen- 
tlcmany. charmed with hia behaviour, made 
faim a present) of a fine set of plate^ and left 
bim a thousand pounds in his wit), iq case 
he survived him ; but Roubtiac dying, first, 
rendered the gemleman'^s intentions of no 
effect.. 

THE TRUE PHILOSOPHER*^ 

A professor of alchymyy^ hearing of the 
uncommon merit of a neighbouring philo- 
sopher, took the first opportunity of paying 
liim a visit,, and seen\ed not a little sui-priscd « 
at the plain manner in which the latter 
lived. "Heavens!" said he^ ** that a. 
man of your unexampled virtue should live 
under this humble roof ; buJtj be cf good 
cheer, I am come to repair the outrage for- 
tune has done you. I possess a stcret^ 
which, upon certain considerations I will 
communicate to you, a«d by the transmu- 
tation of metals, T doubt not, but we shall 
divide- more gold than is to be found in thtt 
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sands of the Tagus, or the mines of Africa*. 
" Thank you," replied the sage, ** but I 
roust decline your offer, for to live con* 
iented without gold, to have an , undis- 
turbed mind, in a sound body, is, in my 
opinion, the only real treasure this world 
can atford> and is, in faict, the true Philo- 
SQpher's Stone." 

ANECDOTE.. 

Ap arabian, being once asked of whom 
he had learned virtue ? replied, " of the, 
bady for their wickedness inspired me with 
a distaste to vice."' 

ANECDOTE. . 

When Philfp III. King of Spain, sent 
his ambassador to treat with the States of 
Holland about their Independancy, he was 
shewn into an anti-qhamber, where he 
waited to see the members of the state pass 
by. He stood for some time, and seeing 
none but a parcel of plain dressed men with 
bundles in their hands, (which, as many of 
them came from distant provinces, ^con*^. 
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tained their linen and provisions.) He 
asked his interpreter, *' When the states 
would come ?" The man, replied, " that 
ihos^vrQTC the members he saw go-by.'* 
Upon which he immediajtely wrote to the 
commander-in-chief of the Spanish array, 
desiring him to advise the King (his mas- 
ter,) to make peace as soon as possible. 
In his letter, he has this remarkable pas- 
sage :t—** I expected to have seen in the 
states a splendid appearance ; but instead of 
that, I saw only a parcel of plain-dressed 
men with sensible faces, who came ia 
council with provisions in their hands*. 

Their parsimony will ruin the King, (my 
master) in the course of the war,,Jf it i«, 
continued, for there h no contending with 
people whqse- nobles can live upon, a shiK 
ling -a day, . and will do every thing for the 
service of their country." The King struck . 
with the account, agreed to treat with them 
as an independant state, and put an end to., 
the war.' 

*^ Where noxVy alas, is their boasted In» 
di?pendencje ?" 
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JtXNES :|XT£MPaR^ ON THE ISLE Or 

WIGHT. 

Me of Wight, thy wcathcr't like a modish wife^ 
l^y winds and rains foI^evt^ are at strife ; 
Sp termagant, a while hep thunder trie», 
Add when she can no longer scold — she cries. 

ANECDOTE OF 1>RYI>EN. 

Mr. Dryden happening to pass an even- 
ing with the Duke of Buckinghana, the 
Earl of Rochester, Lofd Dorset^ and some 
others of the first distinction and reputation 
for genius ; the conversation turned upoa 
liter?iry subjects^, such as the fineness of 
composition, the harmony of numbers, the 
beauties of invention, the smoothness and 
elegance of st^'le, &c. &c. After some 
debate, it was finally agreed, that each per- 
son present should write something upon 
whatever subject chanced to strike the ima- 
gination, and place it undei^ the candle- 
stick ; Mr, Dryden was excepted against in- 
every respect, but as a judge of the whole^ 
cf course,, that office was assigned him^ 
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Somt of the compiany were>at more thai> 
^fiinary pains to out-rival eadi other ; the 
^ersoB most tranqnil and unconcerned, wa9t 
Lord Dorset^ who^ with mncb case airf 
compostiis, veiy cooly wrote two or three 
linesy and carelesly threw them into the 
place agieed upon ; and ^en the rest had' 
done so by dieirs^ the arbitep opened the 
leaves of their destiny. In; going through 
the whole, he discovered die most violent 
raptures. 

*^ I must acknowledge^^' says Dtyden^ 
^' that Aere are abundance of fine things 
in my hands, and such a» do honour to the 
personages who wrote them ; but I am un- 
der the indispensible necessity of giving the 
preference to Lord Dorset. I must request 
you will hear it yourselves, gentlemen, 
and I believe each,, and all of you, will ap- 
prove my judgment." *^ I promise to pay 
to John Dryden, Esq. or order on demand^ 
the sum. of iive hundred pounds. 

Dorset.'^ 
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** I must confess" (continued Dryden,)^* 
** that I am equally charmed with the 
style and the subject ; and I flatter myself,^ 
gentlemen,^ that ^ I stand in. need of no 
argument, to induce you; to join with me 
in oninion; against yomselves. This kind 
of writing exceeds»any odier; whether an- 
cient or modem. It is not the essence, but 
the/^uifltessence of language, and is in Jacty 
reason and argument, surpassing every 
thing." The company all readily con-: 
curred with the bard, and .each person was 
forward to express a due admiration of^hrs 
lordship^s penetration^, solid judgment, and. 
supjerior abilities, with which it is probable^ 
Diyden was more thoroughly satisfied than* 
any of the company. 

Imtance of extraordinary recollection 
in4he late Doctor Samuel Johnson, 

Some time previous to Doctor Hawks-* 
worth's publication of his beautiful little- 
Ode on Life, since published iu Pearche's 
Collection of . Poems, in 4. vols, he carried 
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it down with him to a friend's house in the 
country to re-touch. Dr. Johnson was of 
•this party, and as Hawksworth and the 
Doctor Hved upon the most intimate terms, 
the former read it to him for his opinion. 
" Why, Sir," says Johnson, -*' 1 cannot 
well determine on a first hearing ; read it 
again — second thoughts'areisometimes best.'* 
Doctor Hawksworth complied : after \vhich. 
Doctor Johnson read it himself ; xcpproved 
of it very highly, and returned it. "Next 
morning at breakfast, the subject of the 
poem being resumed ; Doctor Johnson, 
after again expressing his admiration of it, 
said, " he had butane objection to nnike 
to it, wbich was, that he doubted 'its ori- 
ginality," Hawksworth, alarmed at this, 
challenged him to the proof, when the 
Doctor irpeated the whole poem, with 
ithe exception of only a few lines, 

** What do you say now, Hawky r" 
•said the Doctor, " I only say this, replied 
the other, ** that I shall repeat nothing of 
4uy coniposing before ^ow again, for you 
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liave a memory that would convict any 
authov of plagiarism in any Court of Lito 
mature in the world. 

ANECDOTE. 

A merchant in - the reign of James L 

having a demand on the King of Spain, for 

"^some daixiage which he had sustained from 

one of the Spanish men of war^ and not 

having any other means of procuring re«^ 

<lress, proceeded against his Majesty in 

rWcstmister-Hall, where, for want of an 

appearance, the King was (after some pro- 

*cess) outlawed; whereupon Gondemar^ 

the Spanish ambassador, immediately paid 

the money: The King, his master, having 

-at that time several suits against the English 

' merchants depending, he could not (during 

the outlawry) proceed as plaintiC 

ORDERS TO MY PORTER. 

Translated from the Frenak* 

^Thou faithful guardian of these happy walls, 
Whose honest zeal protects thy master's gate v 

^If any stranger at this mansion calls, 

ril telt thee who shall enter, whoshaU n^ait- 



^f fUttaviif (blmdfbld ddmc) should chance to )»iock» 
Oi' pro|id Ambition court me to her arms; 

^' Shut, shut the- door,' good Johoy** and turn tbt lopk» 
And'hid^ thy matter from their syren charms^ 

Tor in their diamal train, as black as night 
Come hideous care, «nd suTlen melancholy ; 

And song and joy, and laughter take their flighty 
Nor leave one precious momgut to dear FoUy. 

If at my door a bemiteous boy be seen 
(His little feet have oft my threshold trod} 

'You'll know the offspring of the Cyprean Que«», 
His air (without his bow) betrays the God. 

His magic smiles admission always win, 
Tho* oft deceiv*d, I love the dear dcluder. 

Morn, noon, or night, be -sure to let him in, 
For welcome l^ove is never an intruder. 

Should sober Wisdom hither deign to roam. 
Nor let her in, nor drive her quite away ; 

Tell her at present '* I am not at home, 
** But hope she'll visit me another day.*' 

EPITAPH. 

To the Memory of Johk Dealtry>, M. TX 
Yotkj whose Skill in his Profession xvas 
onl;y egualled iy the Ikimanity of his 
Practice, 

^* Here, o'er the tomb, where l>ealtry's ashes sleep, 
SerlitrakJi kt emblematic angufsfh ^erp : 



I 
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She dropt her faded wreath, " No more," she crief • 
*^ Let languid mortals, with beseeching eyes. 
Implore my feeble aid — it failed to save 
"My own and Nature's guardian from the grave. " 

A monument IS erected in the cathedral 
of Yoric to the memofy of theabovcr 
named^'gentfemaR, thedesi]gn of "which is 
a figure of Health in alto relievo, with her 
antient insignia betiding o'er an urn, and 
dropping a chaplet, and underneath the 
above inscription. 

ANECDOTE OF DEAN SWIFT. 

When Swift was at Quilca, a coimtry 
•seat of Doctor Sheridans, he weht one 
* Sunday to a church at the distance ^of more 
Hhan two ' ho%rs ride, ^fhe dei^yman of 
'the parish invited him to dinner, but Swift 
excused himself by saying, it was too far 
to ride home after it — ** No, I shall dine . 
with my neighbour Reilly at Virgini, 
which is half way home.'* Reilly, who 
was what is called there a Gentleman 
f arnier^ was .proud of tlie honouis a»d 
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immediately dispatched a messeT)j;er to hi& 
wife to prepare for tbe receptroii of so ex- 
traordinary a gDest. She dressed herself 
ont in her best apparel ; the son put on his 
new suit, and his silver laced hat. Whei> 
jthe lady was introduced to the dean, he 

* saluted her with the same respect:, as if she 
had been a duchess^ making several con- 

^gees down to the ground, ai^d then handed 
her with great formality to her seat. After 
some high flown complimcnnts he addressed 
his ho6t — ^^ Mr. Reilly, I suppose you 
have a considerablie estate here— let u« go 
and look over your demesne.'* " Estate," 

• sjsiys Iteiliy> ** devil a foot of land belongs 
to me,, or any of my generation : I have a 
pretty good' lease here^ indeed, from Lord 
Fingal, but he threatens he will not renew 
it, and I have but a few years of it to 
come.'* '•* Well — but when am I to see 
Mrs. Reilly ?" « Why, dbn't you sec 
her there before you?" *^ T/iaf^ Mrs. 
Reilly, impossible I I have hcavd she is a 
prudent woman, and as such would ncyer 

VOL.4. D 
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dress herself out in silks, and other oma- 
mentSy fit only for ladies of fashion. No, 
Mrs. Reilly, the farmer's wife, would 
never wear any thing better than plain stuff, 
with other things •suitable to it." Mrs. 
ReiUy happened to be a woman of good 
sense, and taking the hint, immediately 
withdrew, changed her dress as speedily as 
possible^ and in a short time returned to 
the parlour in her common apparel. 

Swift saluted her in the -most friendly 
manner, taking her by the hand, and say- 
ing, ** I am heartily glad to see you Mrs. 
Reilly, this husband of your's would fain 
have palmed a finelady upon iHe, all dressed 
out in silks, and in the pink of the mode^ 
for his wife, but I was not to be taken in 



so." 



He then laid hold of young master's "fine 
laced hat, ripped off the lace with his pen- 
knife, and folding it up in several papers 
thrust it into the fire. When it was suf- 
ciently burned, he wrapt it up in fresh pa» 
per, and putit in his.pocket. 
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OPhe family, as may be supposed, were 
put into no small confusion at this strange 
proceeding ; but they dared not shew that 
that they took umbrage at it, as the pre- 
sence of Swift struck every one with awe, 
who were not well acquainted with him. 
tie soon, however, resumed his "good hti- 
mouF, and entertained them with maDjT 
pleasantries to their taste, for no man knew 
better than he how to adapt his con versa* 
tion to all classes of people with whom he 
conversed. They soon recovered their spi- 
titSi and spent the remainder of the day 
very chearfully When he was taking his 
leave, he said, " I do not intend to roV 
you Mrs. Keilly, I shall take nothing be. 
longing to you away with me, there Is 
your son's hat-lace« I have only changed 
the form of it, to a much better one. 
So God 'bless you, and thank you for your 
good entertainment.'* When be was gone, 
Mrs. Reilly (upon opening the paper) 
found four guineas enclosed in it, toge^ 
ther with the burnt lace. While he stayed 

D2 
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in the. country he kept an eye npon th««v 
and found his lessons had not been throwa 
away,, as they were cured of their vani- 
iiffs^ and lived in a way more becomietg 
their situation in life. 

In consequence of which, one of the 
first things he did on his return to Dublin, 
was to pay a visit to Lord Fingal, and en- 
gage him to renew Reilly's lease. 

ANECDOTE or SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

When Sir Robert began to manifest 
symptoms of a declining power, the first of 
his old friends who began to shrink front 
him, were the bishops. 

Having, however, a question to carry in 
the house of lords, to the success of which 
episcopal votes were essentially necessary ; 
he applied to his firm and faithful friend rfie 
Archbishop of York,, to assist him in pro- 
curing the support of the right reverend 
bench. The prelate shook his head, when 
the minister urged the necessity of pei«onal 
application.. ^' My good friend," said he. 
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"there is but one way to proceed with my 
right reverend brethren, and you may be 
sure I will put that in practice. Trouble 
yourself no further about the matter,, and 
be as secure of their votes, as if they had 
already given*them." 

The minister went away perfectly satis- 
fied, and the archbishop took immediately 
to his bed, ordered the knocker to be tied 
up, the street to be covered with straw, 
and desired his confidential physician to 
convey by shrugs of his shoulder, and 
shakes of his head, that he was in great 
danger. 

The sickness of the archbishop was soon' 
known; the archiepiscopal mitre danced 
before the right reverend bench : the 
bishops returned to ministerial duty, Sir 
Robert Walpole gained his point, and the 
sick archbishop, on being informed of his- 
success, immediately quitted his bed, in 
order to dine with the minister, and to- 
laugh in their sleeves at the trick they bad 
p^t upon lawn sleeves. 

^ i>3 * 
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ANECDOTE. 

The Bishop of Warma, one of the^ 
wealthiest prelates in Poland, who had just 
lost two-thirds of his jevenue by the ar^ 
rangements which the late King of Prussia ' 
had made in seizing on his -temporalities at 
the time the famous Partition Treaty took 
place,, being one day at the King's levee, 
the Monarch jocosely addressed him la 
these words, " I don't imagine you lova 
me much my lord." The bishop, obse- 
quiously answered, '* It was his duty ta 
obey the, commands of King's, especially^ 
conquerors.'* *' Nevertheless," continued 
bis Majesty, *' I hope I shall efFect myv 
salvation in 77ij/ religion as y.ou ijiyour^s :-. 
yet if St. Peter should refuse to open* the 
gates of Heaven to me, I would knock 
gently and aflc for your lordship, when I. 
trust you would conceal me under your- 
mantle, and convey me in unperceived." 
" This, Sire," retorted the prelate, ** could. 
Dot be done ; for your Majesty has cut that^ 
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voy cloak sa short, that it can no longer 
serve me for the purpose of smugling." 

IMPROMPTU ON THE DEATH OF 
MR. MORT. 
Death's dead at last — now is our time or never, 
Death being dead, we sh^ll all live for ever 
Says one—" you're very witty in your rhirae, 
But he has left a substitute— */w Timt," 
Indeed, is't so ?-i»let ui our glasses fill, 
IXrinking*s the only way, Old Time to kill, 

ON GENTLENESS,. 
You say a gentle manner adds, 

New charms to woman kind— 
*Tis true, but then it must arise 

From gentleness of mind. 

Tell me, does yon affected she 

Superior mildness shew, 
Because she pours her voice in sounds 

Ridiculously low. 

Say, does she charm because her face 

In simp'ring smiles is drcss'd ; 
Or when her florid nonsense flows, 

With needless pity grac'd ? 

The piercing eye of judgment sees 

Th' ideas as they rise ; 
Nor can h>ypocrisy's poor arts 

Deceive the truly wise, 

D 4. 
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Tlien vakily think not to attempts 

The mild and ^ntk port, 
Unless those requisites be thine. 

That form the gentle heart. 

Canst thou, with equal temper bear 
The tongue that shall reprove, 

And treat with smiles th* advice that flows. 
From honesty and love? 

Canst thou the failings of thy friend 

V7ith patient virwic bear, 
And docs the least ungentle word 

Seem discord to thine ear ? 

Hast thou no fondness for controul. 

No wish but w^iat can wait, 
And art thou free from the mean pride 

Of shining in debate? — 

Then, then, shall simple nature give 

A manner more refined, 
And each expressive look shall speak 

The mildness of thy mind. 

' But least the Muse too meanly paint 
The charms that most shall please, . 
Erom real life the lesson take, 
And be what Mira is. 
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);»|N£S ADDJiESSED BY MR. POPE TO THS 
DUCHESg OF QUEENSBURY. 

Did Celia'A person atnd her sense agree, 
What mortal could behold her and be free;. 
But nature has in pity to mankind, 
Enrich'd the image, bat defaced the mind. 

THE duchess' answer. 

Had Pope a person equal to his mjnd, 
How fatal would it be to woman kind ; 
But nature, who does all things well ordain, 
Deform'd the body, but cnrich*d the brain. 

ANECDOTE OF KING GEORGE THE 

SECOND. 

His Majesty King George II. possessed 
many virtues ;. he was steady, sincere, and 
consistent ; he valued himself greatly on 
his royal word, nor could he be prevailed* 
upon to retract a promise when he had 
once made it, by all the artifices o( in- 
triguing ministers (for favourites he had 
none). He had also the magnanimity to 
speak well of those who opposed the mea- 
sures of bis government, provided he was :• 
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well assured they acted from principle. JC 
remarkable instance* of this occurred on 
the death of Sir Watkin Williams Wynn. 

The Duke of N^ , as soon as- he heard 

the news of Sir Watkin being killed by 
a fall fom his horse, went exulting with 
joy to the King's closet, to inform him of 
the event. His Majesty, unlike his mi- 
nister, felt no satisfaction^ ort the melan- 
choly occasion-, but nobly said, **"I am 
horry for it; he was a worthy man^ and 
an open eneviy^'* 

ANECDOTE OF SIR W. HUDDLESTON^. 

Perhaps history does not afford a nobler 
instance of fidelity and loyalty in a subject 
to Ills Sovereign, than that of Sir William 
Huddleston, of Millvain Castle, in Nor- 
thumberland, who in the rebellion against 
Kins: Charles I. raised a recfiment of horse 
at his own charge to serve his Majesty, and 
had seven sons in it, for which, after- 
wards when the Parliament had the govern- 
ment, he paid o£'22'i8, besides the losses -^ 
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be had sustained before of thirty thousand 
pounds. 

Five of these young gentlemen were 
slain the same day, at the fatal battle of 
Naseby, June 14,. 1645: and it is rather 
singular that an ancestor of this same Sir 
William, a Lord of Millain, in Cumber- 
land, waS' one of the barons who com^ 
p.elled King John^to sign Magna Charta at 
Runncme<le, in the year 1215. 

CURIOUS ANECDOTE OF RUTHVEN 

HOUSE. 

The ancient house of Ruthven, in the 
Highlands of Scotland, once the seat of 
the unfortunate Gowries, consists of two 
square towers, built at difFerent times, and 
distinct from each other, but now joined 
by buildings of later date ; the top of one 
of the towers is called the Maiden^ s Leap^ 
receiving its name from the following ex- 
traordinary fact: — A daughter of the first 
Gowrie was addressed by a young gentle- 
man of inferior rank in the neighbourhood^. 
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a iretpaax visitor -of the famiiyy who would- 
never give the least countenance to bis pas- 
sion. His lodging was- in the tower,, se- 
parated from that of his mistress. The 
lady/ before the -doors were shut, conveyed 
herself into her lover's apartment. A pry- 
ing duenna acquainted the countess, who 
cutting ofFj as she thought, all possibility 
of retreat, hastened to surprise them. The 
young lady's ears were quick, she heard . 
the footsteps of the old countess, ran ta- 
the top of the leads, and took the desperate 
leap of nine feet four, inches over a chasm . 
of sixty ftety and luckily alighting on the 
battlement of the ^ther tower, crept into 
her own bed, where the astonished mother 
found her, and of course apologized for 
the unjust suspicion. The fair daughter 
did not choose to repeat the leap, but the, 
next night eloped, and was married. . ' 
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*iEpit^phajiLady Mary Dash wood, who 
died August 19, 1710, and lies buaritd 

• 

at West Wycomhy in the Church up4m» 
the Hilly where the following Inscrip^ 
tion does hofiour to her Memoiy : — 

Here resu in hope 

of a glorious resurrection of the just, 

'^he Right Honorable the Lady Mary Dashwood, 

eldest daughter 
to the Right Honorable Vere Fane, 
Sari of Westmorland, 
-and wife^ to Sir Franc IS Dashwood, Knt. and Baronet. 

A Lady, whose high birth 

.^received a greater lustre from her eminent virtues, aid 

whose piety, humility, and>prudence, made her 

•life and character truly noble, truly good« 

She wai 
a most loving and obedient wife, 
a tender and indulgent parent, 
"a careful and kind mistress to her family: 
- her diffttie charity made her a refuge for the poor ; 
and her devout life an illustrious example 
to the best of her sex. 
Hence learn, 
• to imitate her virtues, and 
lament her loss. 
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ANECDOTE OF COLONEL 0*KELLYi 

As soon as fortune began to smile upon 
this sdn of Hibernia, he was visited by a 
, good number of his relations, who resided 
in that kingdom. Those that he could not 
provide for were sure to be retained in his 
family. A nobleman who honoured the 
colonel one day with his company, was 
surprised to hear him call his cook by tl^e 
familiar appellation of cousin, and a few 

minutes after the footman was addtesseS 

• 

in the same manner : — '^ Why," said the 
haughty peer, ^* Mr. O'Kelly, I find that 
all your servants are your relations, what 
induces you to think of employing them in 
so mean a capacity ? ** My Lord," replied 
the other, ^' it is true they are all related to 
me^ and I think it is better to employ my 
own relations as servants, than to employ 
•your's as such.' 



^» 



ANECDOTE. 

For husbands to advertise against giv- 
ing credit to their wives, has been com- 



i 
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"inon ; but for a man to caution the public 
against giving credit to himself ^ is an in- 
stance of \vhimsicality, the history of ad- 
vertising curiosi ties cannot parallel. From a 
country paper, the following is literally 
transcribed : — " This is to give notice, that 
-if any person, after this public notice trusts 
^jf, Thomas Spencer^ above One Shilling, 
Tjnm determined that I will never pay them, 
or cause them to be paid, for more than 
die a^^e value. 

THOMAS SPENCER, 

Pensioner of Chelsea." 
Jan. 1$. 1788. 

ANECDOTE OF A WELCH CURATE. 

Among the various returns made to tlie 
house of commons, in • compliance with 
Mr. Giibert'-s bllh was one from a poor 
Welch curate, who, after delineating the 
distresses of his poor neighbours, adds, 
"but their distresses cannot be greater 
than mine own ; 1 have a wife, who is far 
advanced in her pregnancy, and nine poor 
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chiMren around me^ for whom I couU never 

^et procure either shoe or stocking an4 

'it is with difficulty I Can supply them with 

' food. My income is tliirty-£ve pounds p^r 

annum, and for this I do the duty of four 

i- parishes." This letter had a wonderful 

--effect upon the whole committee. 

Mr. Gilbert, with that benevolence 
"which long characterised him, immediately 
^transmitted to the poor curate, a bank- 
^ note for a temporary supply ; the letter was 
' shewn to their Majesties, and enquiry 
made, as to the moral character of the 
man, and soon after a comfortabk provi- 
sion was made for him and his family. 

ANECDOTE t)F THE EARL OF CRA'WFORD. 

This nobleman, so remarkable for his 
courage and thirst of glory, exhibited -a 
very extraordinary instance of presence df 
mind, on the momicig that preceded the 
battle of Rocoux, in the Netherlands, in 
October 1746. 

He, and some volunteers, accompaniei 
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by his aid-de-camp, and attended 6nly by 
two orderly dragoons, had rode out before 
day to reconnoitre the situation of the ene- 
my ; m doing which, he fell in with one of 
their advanced guards; the earl first per- 
'^^ceived them, and without betraying the 

- least mark of disorder, rode up to the Ser- 
jeant who commanded it, and assuming 
the character of a French general, told him 
in that language, (which he spoke flu-' 
cntly) that *' there was no occasion to 
use the ceremony of turning out his guard." 
Then asked him, " if he had perceived any 
of the enemys* parties ?" and being an- 
swered in the negative; " Very well," said 
he, ** be upon your guard; and if you 
should be attacked, I will take- care you 

- shall be sustained." 

So saying, he and his companions 're- 
tired before the scijcant could recollect 
himself ; in all probability, he was soon 
sensible of his mistake, for the ^incident 
was that very day mentioned in the French 
army. The Prince of Tingry, an ofiicer 

VOL. 1. R 
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in the Austrian service, having been taken 
prisoner in the battle that ensued, dined 
with Marshal Count Saxe, who dismissed 
him on his parole, and desired he would 
charge himself with a facetious compliment 
to.his old friend the Earl of Crawford. 

He wished his lordship joy of being .a 
French general^ and said, •* he could not 
help being displeased with the serjeant, as 
he had not procured him the honor of his 
lordship's company at dinner." 

ANECDOTE. 

When the. Rev. John. Clarke, late mas- 
ter of. the clmrter-housa in Hull, was Cu- 
rate of Sx. Trinity there, four coqple were 
married by him at the same time, and the 
following odd circumstance attended each^ 
— With rfgaid to the first couple, the 
bridegroom had forgotten to »biing a ring^ 
in consequence of which, he was obliged to 
borrov^r one. The bride of the second^ had 
lost that finger upon which the ring is com- 
monly put. A man violently shaking the 
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If on gates leading into .the choifj said aloud, 
that ** the third bride had alreadv a hu9- 
band : — and, with regard to xht fourth^ one 
of the bride's-maids begged for God's sake 
the parson would be quick, as the bride was 
in labour. 

• ANECDOTE. 

The following is extracted from Cum- 
berland's Anecdotes of painting in Spain, 
and may serve-to convince us, by how weak 
a. tenure the liberties of the subjects of a 
despotic government are held :— 

** I had- in^my family at Madrid a yOung 
man of exemplary character, who lived with 
mc in <great trust and intimacy, and was ^ 
native of tha^city, universally known and 
respected in 'it. He had been my guest but 
one night, when, the next day, at the hour 
of dinner, theoflScers of justice eilrered my 
chamber, whilst a party of soldiers paraded 
at my gates, demanded the body 6i this un- 
fortunate victim. 

• -" It wa« in vain to ask to know the 
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charge, ast. U was ioi^'acicakle to aivoklt or 
resist it. 

** After cooditioning for the removal 6¥ 
the soldiers, and some.promi&^s of bmn^nity 
on thepa|t o£ the> judge, T surrei^dered to , 
that iiiagistcate a young man,, born of Irish 
;parenis, red haired, of a fair complexion, 
and "writbotit impccKfnent in his gait or per- 
son. I 4nentipa these eircimistances, be- 
cause this <^cer and his algu^zil were m 
soafch^of his direct opposite, (viz.) of ao 
old felon, an jiustriuih bldck as a Gypsy, 
and lame in one of his feet, by a natural de^ 
feet in its formation. In spile of the eiri- 
dencc of bis own eyes, ihe judge committed 
my guest - to iprisoQi Jmnd-cujffidf and 
hauled beHvc«n twor^end^alike Alguaetlc^ 
ift Sight of aa hundred spectators, wivo fol- 
lowed 'him through the streets, silently 
«con^assiofiatipg bis ignominy and misfor- 
4une. 

^* The next day bis books,, papersi, •and 
elSects wei*e seized and rui^HlKig^i where 
foiHin^icly they feund hq £^o4 ^for the 
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hbly* offict, nor oflRmce agsunst the 

« 

states; 

** In the regokr course of proceeding^ 
h« shoutd-hare latnvten ^r twelve year8,-(if 
Ittitnre could have subsisted for that time,) 
before he would be allowed to see his judge ; 
but at my intercession, 4ic was speedily ad- 
mitted to an examination ; and I place it 
among the many marks of kindness, with 
which I was 'distinguished in that kingdom, 
that justice was made so to quicken Ikis; 
customary -pace on my accounti 

" When he was brought before the 
judge, though every feature in his face, 
swore to the mistake of his commitment, . 
the necessary forms of inqubition were not 
to be passed over, and he was called upon, . 
to recollect all the passages of his life and 
conversation, and to guess the cause of hir 
imprisonment. In perfect simplicity of^ 
heart, he exposed to his inquisitor, all hir 
history and habits of life,~with the whole of 
his correspondence and acquaintance, - (as 

rll as a disturbed imagination coirtd bring, 
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it 'to his recolkction.) When this had 
passed, and happily nothing had dropped^ 
on which his judge could fasten any new 
matter, of crimination ; he was coolly in^ 
formed, ^he did not answer to the descrip- 
tion of the felon -they, were in. search of; 
aad riiat he was at liberty, to retura to the 
place from whenc.e he ca«ne. : 

**• Mr, Cumberland afterwards, conveyed 
the above person safely out of Spain." 

Anecdotes of the Duke of BurgunJj/^ , 
Father to Louis XV^. 

TJie greatest fauk of the Duke of Bur^ 
gundy was tf;2,qr^r, to whi^ch he was vio- 
lently addicted ; but/the insinuating kind- 
ness and continued attention of Fcnelon,. 

* 

greatly. corrected this failing. 

The Prince passing through some of the 
royal apartments, /ound a workman employ- 
ed making. alterati(jns, and stopped to gratify 
his curiosity, by examining his tools. The 
man, who had already received his lessorv 
from Fcnelon, told, him^ without ceremony,^ 
to be gone about his iusiaess* 
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THe Prince, littli6 accustomed to such 
Iiinguage, flew in a violent passion^, bat the 
woiJcman raising his voice, exclaimed, like 
one frantic — <* I tdl your Highness to Be 
gone, for when lam in a rage, I care not 
what- mischief I 'do.'*" 

Ths Duke was'tenifiedj^ and tan to his 
preceptor, (who was in'the'next apartment^ 
to tell him " the man employed in the 
next room, was the most dangerous fellow 
he had ever met with." ". He is a good 
workman, however/' said Fenclon, ** his 
only feult is, that he suffers himself to be 
hurried a^vay by his passions;"^ 

**'The Prince insisted, that he ought to 
be immediately dismissed." ** For my part," 
said Fenelon, "1 think him more deserving 
pity, than punishment. You call him a 
dangerous fellow, -because he threatened 
one, ^hat interrupted him in his business : — 
What then must you' think of a Prince,, 
who could beat his valet-de-chambre, at 
the time he was doing his utmost to server 
hiin." 
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Aoothcr time, whm the Duke had heen^ 
in a violent passion, all bi({ officers aii4 do* 
tnestics were directed to ask him, .<' if He 
. did not find himself very ill r*^ They acted 
their part so well, that he suffered himself 
to be persuaded, that he really was so;. 
Eagon, the physician, was^ therefore sent 
foTy. who gravely felt his pulse, and after 
seeming very thoughtful on the nature and 
causes of his disorder, thus addressed him ; 
** If your Highness -will ^confess the truth, ^ 
I. have no doubt,, bul you have suffered your- 
.self to .be over^powered by your passions". . 
** You have guessed right," replied the.. 
Duke ; '^ but is it possible, .that can be the 
cause of illness?" The doctor then made a. 
l6ng enumeration of the tragical effects of .€ 
Wger, which he said, . had sometimes beetv^ 
known, even to occasion sudden death* He. 
then prescribed him., a regimen forseveraL 
days, and advised him, .by way of preserva- 
tion, . whenever, he felt the first emotions ofi 
P^OB to remain quiet, without speakings 
or moving,, and not to suffer his thoughts to^ 
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dmU OQ wbal occasiened his mtg^r. Hie 
Rriiiee pbce4 afi uoUmiited confidence in- 
F^elon ; oodiing cari be a greateiL>proof of-. 
^isi thw a confession he oaci day made to 
hm^ (ceriginly not very heooinable to him- 
^If. *^ I am/' said he, *^ ashamed of my. 
i)iWi^ heart; I had determined within my- 
self io learn Jiothing more^, that < die King 
f94gjht have a mean opinion of o your abi-^ 
Ikies,'* 

Jlnecdote of Count TourviJle^ Admiral of 
France^ in 1692. 

Previous to the battle of La Hc^e, Tour*' 
ville having learned that the Dutch fleet had 
joined the English, was desirous of waiting- 
at Brest for a reinforcement ; but the French 
minister. Font Chart rain^, wrote him the 
iidlowing letter :— 

. *' It is not for jou to discuss the King's = 
(^ders, but to obey them, and enter the v 
channel. Let me know, whether you chuse. 
to do it ; if not, the King will send some., 
person in your room, that is more obedient,.. 
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and less circumspect." Tourviile, filleS 
with indignation at this letter, knmediately 
assembled his captains, and read it tothem*; 
after<which he added: ** The business k 
not' now to deiiberatei but to act .•—if they 
accuse us of circumspection, at least, kt 
them not tax us with ^cowardice." When 
Louis^XIV. heard of>the los» of part of 
his flecty he said, ** Is TourviUfe safe ? 
we may easily get other ships ; but where 
shall we repair the loss of such an officer as 
hor" Seeing him pass s(»me time after in 
the gallery at Versailles, he exclaimed; — 
*' There goes the man, that obeyed m© at- 
La Hoguc." 

CURIOUS EPISCOPAL ANECDOTE.-- 

Doctor William Lyons, who was pre-^ 
fcrred to the bishopric of Cork, Cloyne, and 
Ross, towards the latter end of Queen Eli- 
zabeth's reign, was originally a captain in* 
the navy, and who had distinguished himself^ 
gallantly in several actions with the Spa-* 
uiards ; . that on being introduoid to th^ 
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Queen, she told liim, ** Hi should have the 
^rst vacancy that offered." 

The honest captain, who understood the 
Queen literally, soon after, hearing of a va- 
cancy in the. see of Cork, immediately ^t 
out forecourt, and claimed the.royal pro- 
xnis&i . The Queen, astonished at the request 
for a time, remonstrated against the impro- 
priety of It, and what she could never think * 
of, as an office suitable for- him." It wa^ 
however, jn. vain,4ie said, f* the Royal word 
was passed ; and he relied on it/* Her 
Majesty then said, " she would take a few 
days.' to consider of it." When examining 
into his character, and finding him a sober, 
mfiral . many as well as an intrepid com- 
mander, she sent for Lyoa^^, and gave him 
the bishopric, saying,. at the same time, . 
" She hoped he would take as good care of 
the church , as he had done of the state J* 
Lyons immediately set out for his bishopric, 
which he enjoyed for above twenty years,. . 
with great reputation to himself; but never 
attjMnpted to preach but once, and that,was>- 
on the death . of the Que^ii. 
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itis doty to pajr Ac kvt 1ioubui& to bb Royit'^ 
MtsttcK \ md jcoQulnif^ momtoadic pud* 
irif) in cfarist-cbiiidiy in Ac citjrfGn»y^ 
whctiy ancT givH^ a S^i^ <Ssoouisc oti Aft ~ 
mcertunty of Hfc, .and Ac great and iidiu- 
:dilc qualities of the Qpecn,-lie oondudod in 
Ac Mlowing warm, but whimsacal 'fflaimer r . 
'< LetAose who fed Ais loss^ deplore 
wiA me on Ae melandioly occasion ; but 
if Aere be any that hcju* me, that have se- 
cretly wished for this mebncholy etent, (as 
perhaps there may,) they have now got Adr 
wiA ; and the D^l do them good wiA it." 
This is given on good traditionalauAority;. 
the blip's name, and Ae day of his apf> 
pdntment in 1583, are on record, at the x 
consistorial court of Cork, and his pic- 
ture, in his captain's uniform, (the left hand . 
wanting a finger,) is still to be seen at thc^ 
bishop's palace, at Cork* 

Humourous Account of.NtivspaperSy from 

yotnerlatma. 
Newspapers, at this period, may be cori^ 
sidered in a threefold light : Vejhicles of fo**' 
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'^igtt W domestic intelligence ; as an cb^ 

;ject of trade and manufumire ; and as the 
means of x^bing vast sums to government^: 

> by ofie oi the mo$t enormous taxes, (vrith* 
out bejrng grievous^) that ever was laid upoa 
a peof^e. Scafcely ^^f aiedissttttfied ; noi^ 
caa be. ^dy H^ |^an under thM we^;b^ 

4mpost i so thai at &rsl sigbt, it S4>pcar9 to ti 
noBfi.'^ qtt: tbrcontraryi tho^public aft theitby 

>Tecewi9g a particjalar gratification*^ consGN' 
ndpttafaoderaidsa$ of liberty, and areso £Mr 
from BQurmur ing that every one pays it \«itli 
the utipost pleasure. — 'Tis thc;^ price of tim 

^t]iiAfi, ^nd not at all extrava^nt, whei> we 
come tocpnsidertbe quantity, as well as the 

quality. ?Those who are (agreeable, to the 

^pracjtice of their profession) obligied to pro<> 

.^cure the earliest intelligence for their guestsi 

and custoniersji prbfit ^bj the e^pencethf^ 

-ar^ ati Town and country, are 'daily fur- 
nished with* an anaazing variety of new and 

-^xtraordi^Viry matter. 

Students of eve^y class, may now hum 
^heur. bookii, like -so ^mmk meless lumbe% 
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and circumscribe their studies hereafter to 
the news-paper productions of the preste-: 
they will therein find employment, and in- 
struction, sufficient for all the purposes of 
social and civil 4ife. The common people, 
of late years, are become so wonderfully 
learned amongst us, by- the vastencrease of 
Diumak, and Nocturnals, Gazettes, and* 
Gazetteers, Papers, and Packets, Journals, 
and Ledgers, Mercuries, and Flying-Posts ; 
that you will scarcely find the meanest pea« 
' sant, or sootiest chimney-sweeper, so ujilet- 
tered, as not to be able to spell a news^^ 
.paper. A great number of * hands, who 
Would otherwise be idle,' and, many of them, 
unless to society, ' are now fully employed, 
and may truly be -said, to have their hands 
full. 

^Rag-Mercham«, Paper-Makers, Station- 
ers, Stampers, Paragraph- Mongers, Prin- 
ters, Hawkers, &c. &c, &c. 

Authors, innumerable, are fed by those 
channels of light amysement, and profound 
-speculation. Adepts in all* sciences. Di- 
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vines in masquerade. Amnymi anonymorum 
— an endless train. 

Tippling-philosophers, potvaliant-free- 
thinkersj whp arraign all order,. and lafxnir 
to n^e the sober part of mankind, as en- 
lightened in 4he important .points of //-. 
berty^ as they themselyes are— *when in their 
cups. 

Certainly, newspapers, by this time^ 
ought to bp reckoned among the staple 
commodities of this country. What an 
advantage to the community ! ~ What a be-» 
nefit to the state! and procured at so ea;^. 
a Jate, as distracting. the heads ^ the whole 
nation* 

LINES ON ^IR GEORGE SAVILLE. 

< H^, Who by rules of moral justice moves, 
His God, his neighbour, King, and country loves; 
Honour his guide, his conscience ever clear, 

' i^nd to distress, still bends a lenient ear ; 

/Tho* rocks should rend, ind thunders round him roll. 
And forked light'nings blaze from pole topolc ; 
Unmov'd he sees conflicting meteor»ily, ^ 
An^looks undaunted on'the raging sky. 
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f' Memoirs of Sir TFilUam Da^enantj.Poii* 
Laureaty to King Charks the First. 

To thJs gentleman, V^hose variegated life 

vrt are about to relate, the 'English stage, 

I perhaps, stands more indebted, than to afiy^ 

other writer of this nation, with respect to 

the refinement of poetry, and his zealdus 

supplication, to the promoting and contri- 

'^ buting towards those rational pleasures, whidi 

-arc the fittest for the entertainment of a ci^i- 

'< lilcd people.— And the greater should hk 

Mnerit be esteemed in this particular, since 

"iiot only the important affairs of the state, 

-whose necessities demandied his assistance, 

and of which, he was no inactive member, 

-at a period of great confusion and perplexity, 

'^but even confinement, and the prospect df 

death itself, were insufficient to abate bis 

- ardour, or lessen his diligence in the cause 

' of has darling mistresses^ the Muses: for 

* it is recorded of him, that when he wafTia 

..prisoner in Cowes castle, and on a yretiy 

itjiear certainty, (according to his own «- 
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'ptesston,) of being hanged within a week; 
He still pursued the composition of his cele* 
brated poem of Gondibert ; and even was 
master enough of his temper and abilities^ 
to write a letter to his friend Hobbes, give 
ing some acdount of the progress he hadmade 
in it; and offering some criticisms on tho 
nature of that kind of poetry. 

Our author, was younger son of Mr. John 
D'Avenant, who was a citizen of Oxford^ 
being avery substantial vintner, and keeping a 
large tavern, afterwards known by the name 
of the crown, in that city, where, in 1621, he 
attained to the honour of being elected mayor* 
SR&/J son was bom at Oxford, in February^ 
1605 ; and very early in life, gave tokens 
ef a lively and promising genius. He re- 
ceived the rudiments of grammatical learn^ 
dng from Mr. EdWard Sylvester, who kept 
a school in^he parish of All-Saints, Oxford ; 
and in the year 1621, being that of his 
father's mayoralty, he was entered a mem- 
ber of Lincoln- College, in that university, 
in order to complete his academical studies, 

' VOL I. F 
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under Mr. Daniel Hough. Heriy however, 
he took no degree ; nor, according to Wood's 
opinion, made any long residence. That 
writer, absolutely informing us, (at the same 
time that he acknowledges the strength of 
his genius ; and even distinguishes him by 
the title of Sweet Swan of Isis,) that he 
was, nevertheless, considerably deficient in 
university learning. On his quitting the 
liniversity, he became one in the retinue oF 
the magnificently disposed Frances Duchess 
of Richmond, out of whose family he re- 
moved, into that of the celebrated Sir Folke 
Greville, Lord Brook : — but after the unhap- 
py death of that nobleman, in 1628, being 
then left without a patron, »al though not in 
distressed circumstances, dt is probable, that 
views of profit, as well as amusement, 
might induce him to an exertion of his ge- 
nius, as he, in the ensuing year, produced 
his first play called, Albovine, King of the 
Lombards, which met with great success. 
For the eight succeeding years, he passed 
his time in the service of the Muses, and a 
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Constant attendance at court, where he was 
fnuch caressed by all the great wits ; among 
whom, we find him in the closest intimacy 
with the Earl of Dorset, Lord Treasurer 
Weston, and the accomplished Endymion 
Porter. 

In consequence of this extensive per- 
sonal interest, and the peculiar patronage 
of the Qticen, he was, in the year 1637, 
promoted to the Laureat, which was vacant 
by the death of Ben Johnson, and for which 
Thomas May stood as his competitor. In 
the life of that poet, the reader will find 
related the resentment he shewed on the 
loss of this election; afad it will equaHy 
appear in the course of this gentleman's 
history, With what ardent gratitude and 
unshaken zeal for the cause of the Royal 
Family, he repaid this mark of their esteem 
for him ; for as soon as the civil war 
broke out, he demonstrated his loyalty to 
the King, not only in word but action. 

In May 1641, he was accused by the 
parliament of being concerned in a -design 

•F 2 
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to seduce the army from their adherence to 
>thc parliamentary authority, and a procla- 
mation being issued for the apprehending, 
him, and others engaged in that design, he 
was stopped at Feversham, sent up to Lon- 
don, and put under the custody of a ser- 
geant at arms. From hence, in the month 
of July following, he was bailed, and. 
soon after found it necessary to withdraw 
to France. In this attempt to fly, however, 
he was not much more successful than i« 
the former, reaching no farther than Canter- 
bury before he was again seized, and 
obliged to undergo a very strict examina- 
tion, Whether he was put into confine* 
ment on this occasion, or suffered to pro- 
ceed on his journey, is a point th^t hjs bio^ 
graphers have not explained ; but it was 
not very long, we findj before he joined the 
Queen in P>ance, where he staid «ome 
time, till accompanying some military 
stores, which that Princess sent over for 
the use of the Earl of Newcastle, he was 
entertained hy his lordship, who had been 
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Ris old friend and patron in the station of 
lieutenaiit-general of the Ordnance. 

lA his military capacity he appears to 
have behaved weil,.for at the siege of Glou- 
cester in 1643, he received the honour of 
knighthood from the King, as an acknow- 
ledgment of his bravery and signal ser- 
vices; but,, on the declining of the King's 
affairs, so far as to be beyond retrieving, 
Sir William once more returned to France,, 
where he changed his religion for that of 
the church of Rome, and remained for a 
considerable time with the Quedn and 
Prince of Wales. By them he was held 
in high esteem, and appears to have been 
entrusted with some important negociation 
in 1646, and particularly employed by the 
Queen in an attempt,. though an unsuccess- 
ful one, to prevail on King Charles I. to com- 
ply with some temporising steps which she 
considered as necessary to his interests. In 
1650 an ingenious project having been 
formed'for sending a select number of ar^* 

F 3 
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pn Txgonzy Sox: this riinjiiiiiiitf of dnt 
cdiccTTr cursBtoor ^ g nc umig gl id ir, bj 
&c Qoesa Mscnicr} ni rJ rT fm i fc Ait coodmct 
c£ chr.s cA^ e d iEMP., znd ahrJldy cm- 
fasrkcd is cLc pmccscioa of it, 6om due 
of the pens cf XorasBi^ ; but fbrame 
not being mrlrgrrd to txwxmr fainiy die Tcssd 
had sc2rce!ir |ro€ clear of die Frcndi coast 
before she fell in wid:, and was^akcn by a 
ship of W2.r belonging to die parliament, 
vhkh carried her into the Isle of Wight. 
•Sir W. Dayenanc on this occasion was con- 
fined for some time close prisoner in Cowes 
Castle, and in the ensuing year was sent up 
to the Tower of London, in order to take 
his trial before the high court of justice. 

During his confinement his life was for 
a long time kept in the utmost suspense 
and danger, yet what is very remarkable^ 
it had 10 little effect on his natural vivacity 
and casincsa of disposition, that he still, 
with great assiduity, pursued his poem of. 
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Gondebert, two books of which hfe had 
"written whilst in France 

By what means he escaped this impend- 
ing storm is not related : some have attri- 
buted It to the intervention of two alder- 
men of York, to whom he had shewn 
some civilities, when they had been taken 
prisoners in the north by the earl of New- 
castle's forces-; and others ascribe his safety 
to the Mediation of Milton. Though the. 
former of these particulars may have some 
foundation, and might be a concurrent cir- 
cumstance in his preservation, yet the lat- 
ter is rhost likely to have been the princi- 
pal instrument in it, as (hat immortal bard 
was a man whose interest was most potent 
at that time, and it is^ reasonable to suppose 
a sympathetic regard for a person of Sir 
William's poetical abilities, must have 
pleaded strongly in his favour, with so hu- 
mane a , man as Milton, and point out to 
him, that true honour ouelu to be con- 
jridered of no party, but claims the pro- 
tection of., all, and what seems to confirm 

F 4 
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Ais is, diat we find ten years afterwards^, 
when the latter was exactly in the same 
predicament, he stood indebted for the- 
iame protection from Sir William; to 
whom therefore mankind oaght to con- 
s^er themselves as under double obliga^ 
pons, since,, but for his intercession for the 
life of Milton, it is more than probable 
the world would never have known the 
finest piece of poetry in it. Be this how* 
ever as it will, he was at length admitted 
to his liberty as a prisoner at large, yet 
his circumstances being now considei ably 
reduced, he made a bold effort towards at 
once redressing them, and redeeming the 
public from that cynical and austere gloom 
which had long hung over it, occasioned 
by the suppression of theatrical amuse- 
ments. He well knew that a theatre,, if' 
conducted with skill and address, would 
still find a sufficient number of partisans^ 
jto support it ; and having obtained the 
countenance of Lord Whitelock, Sir Jo- 
seph Maynard and some other persons of 
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high ranky who were in reality no friends 
tx) the cant and hypocrisy which then so. 
Strongly prevailed, he ^ot permission to 
open a sort of theatre at Rutland House, 
in Charter-house Yard, where he began 
with a representation, which he called an 
Opera, but which- in fact was quite a dif- 
ferent thing. Thus meeting with encou-> 
ragementy. he still proceeded, till at length, 
growing bolder by success^ he wrote and 
caused to be acted several regular plays, 
which by the great profitu arising from^ 
.them, perfectly answered the more im- 
portant part of his design, that of amending 
his fortune.. Immediately after the resto- 
ration of King Charles 11. which broifght 
with it that of the British stage in a state 
of unrestrained liberty, Sir William ob- 
tained a patent for the representation 
of dramatic pieces, under the title of the 
Duke's Theatre, Lincoln's-inn Fields. 

The first opening of this theatre, was 
with a new play of his own, entitled the 
siege of Rhodes, Jn which he introduced. 




trfjftin Ae EagFTiancagc: ms ipiiffrw^ far 
tfKM: ircoRMSfiOfty iSK oBca of wttidi lie 
trswg^ orer itoim 6e ocacso is FiiTr ; 
]w» IdMg; rmiitBbec m wbasM cuaiuui had 
fr<t3ff y jmpreyrcd ikis tzs&c^ sad imlTrJ 
fc«» fi> e«fcaT«.r « a gr««r .^-hrirr i. 
Ih^amiact, aod concctnes m the lao- 
IPMf e of bis pieces^ than the aoDDcr of 
the dnutU L t ic writcis of his owa cmmuj 
haidbidserto attained; nor conU hc^ amoi^ 
€4ber inqM'i/TciiiaitSy omit those of deco- 
f atioo and icenery so neccssaryfor heightenr 
inf deception, on which so great a. part of 
0m pleasure in this kind of cntertaininents 
co^tantly depends, in which we now even 
greatly exceed our neighbours ; but which, 
at that time, the English stage was barba- 
r<rti*ly deficient in : for, although it is true, 
(hat in the reign of Charles I. we read of 
many dramatic entertainments, which were 
accompanied with very rich scenery, curt- 
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ous machines, and other elegant embellish* 
ments, the greatest part of (hem, were 
conducted by that great architect, Inigo 
Jones ; yet, these were employed only in 
the masques and plays, represented at Court, 
and were much too expensive for the little 
theatres, in which plays were then acted 
for hire ; these theatres were so numerous, 
and the prices so extremely low, that they 
could a£Ford no other decorations to assist 
the actor's performance than bare walls, 
coarsely matted, or covered with tapestry, 
and nothing more than a blanket, or a piece 
of coarse cloth for a curtain. In this situa- 
tion, they were in Shakespeare's time, 
who, in some of his chorusses, seems to 
have had an apparent reference to it ; and 
not much better does it appear to have 
been at any peirod, before the restoration ; 
at which time, taste and luxury, genius and 
gallantry, elegance and licentiousness, seem 
to have made a mingled entry into these 
^ kingdoms, under the auspices of a witty^ 
merry, and mischievous Monarch. Sii* 
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William continaed at the head of his coar<^ 
panyy which he afterwards removed to a^ 
larger and more magnificent Theatre, in 
Dorset-Gardens, till the time of his death ,. 
which happened on the 17th of April, 1668,, 
indie 64th year of his age; and in two 
days afterwards, was interred in Westmin- 
ster-Abbey, very near his rival, for the 
laureat, Mr. Thomas May, leaving his son, 
Doctor Charles Davenant, (his successor,) 
in the management of the theatre. — On 
his grave-stone is inscribed the following 
words :— 



« O rare Sir William Davenan^. 



yy 



Thus, after passing through many storms 
of diflSculty and adversity, he at length 
spent the evening of his days in serenity — 
While living, he had the happiness of 
being universally beloved ; and at his death, 
as universally lamented. " 

As a man, his character was in every 
respect perfectly amiable ; honour, courage, 
gratitude, integrity, genius,, and vivacity^ 
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lieing the predominant features of his mind : 
and all historians allow, that he was pos* 
sessed of an agreeable person, and hand^ 
some face. 

As a poet Sir William^s rank seems un* 
determined : his celebrated epic of Gnmdt-- 
bert was rendered, at the same time, the 
subject of high commendation, and severe 
criticism, though Envy appears to have had 
a much greater share in the latter, than 
Justice ; for though the story of it may 
not be so interesting as those of the Iliad 
and ^neid, and that the fetters of rhime» 
and still more so, those of stanza poetry, lay 
it under very grfcat restraints ; yet, it must 
be acknowledged, (even by its strongest 
opponents) that there ^seems, through the 
whole of it, a sublimity in the sentiments, 
ti nobleness in the manners, a purity in the 
diction, and a luxuriance in the conception, 
that would have done honour to any writer 
of any age, or country whatsoever. But 
to cease any farther eulogjium on this 
poem, we shall, in Mr. Drydcn's words. 



] 
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dose the present account of Sir Williaiti 
Davenant, and his abilities-^'* I found him, 
(says that author in his preface to the Ten»- 
pesty) ^^ of so quick a fancy, that nothing 
was proposed to him, that he could not 
produce a thought, extremely pleasant and 
surprising, and those jfiist thoughts of his, 
contrary to the old Latin proverb,) were 
not always the least happy; and, as his 
fancy was quick, so likewise were the pro- 
ducts of it, remote, and new — He borrowed 
not of any other; and his imaginations 
wei-e such, as could not easily enter into 
the mind of any other man. 

** His coiTCCtions were sober, and judi- 
cious; and he corrected his own wri* 
tings, much more severely, than those of 
any other man, bestowing twice the la- 
bour and pains in polishing, which he used 
in invention." 

B emarkable Dreams of an Italian 

Musician. 

Tartine, a celebrated musician, dreamed 
one night, that he had made a compact 
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with the devil, who promised to be at his 
service on all occasions ; and, during this 
vision, everything succeeded to his mind.— 
His wishes were prevented, and his desires 
fulfilled, by the assistance of his new ser- 
vant : — at last, he imagined, he gave the 
devil his violin, in order to discover what 
sort of a musician he was, when, to his 
great astonishment, he heard him play a 
solo, 60 singularly 'beautiful, and which he 
executed with such superior taste and preci- 
siopf that it suipassed all the music, he had 
ever heard or conceived in his life. So great 
was his surprise, and so exquisite his de- 
light upon this occasion, that it ^deprived 
him of the power of breathing ; he awoke 
with the violence of his sensations, and in- 
stantly siezed his fiddle, in hopes of ex- 
pressing what he had just heard ; but, in 
•vain, he however, composed apiece, which 
is the best of all his works; and which he 
called ** The DeviVs Sonata ;" but it was 
so far inferior to what his sleep had pro- 
duced, that he declared, ** he would have 
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^ ■ ■nir. a ■.i.ii i iric : 

TW seaoa^ CD ife {z! he Boves 1^ 

The tL:x£, awi Ijsc, to !xll ^im •• kis 1 

T^es, kame to bed — bos, ifaiaotckhe 

Tijc, is the crp of fbCy, ad aoc 

Jjoady ooiij t^kxo^, OS she 5ft!i 

TfaettxUs, breeds frcds, «ad &Bia^ o«t of finorfs. 

Scvcncfc, l^eg^ts blovs, and £kcs scais'd vith pi*. 

Eighih, and the waicb-patroie bfcaks ope the door. 

Mad wub the ninth, anocbcr cnp goes loond. 

And the swiO'd sot, drops <mtrlrss on the grooad* 

ANECDOTE. 

PigalUy the celebrated artist, who had laid 
by twelve lonisMors, for his journey from 
Lyons to Paris ; seeing one day a man, walk- 
ing with visible marks of deep-felt sorrow in 
'his countenance, boldly accosted him, and 
asked him *' ifhecouldany way relieve him. ^ 
** Ah, Sir!'* exclaimed the stranger, ** for 




XWAHtKCS or WIT. SI 

'^Jiilt of ten louisMors, I must be dragged 
"this tvcning to a dungeon, and be separated 
from a tender and affectionate wife, and a 
Numerous family.*' — " Is that all ?'* re- 
rpHed the humane artist ; *^ Come along 
>vith me, I have twelve of them in my 
-trunk, and they ure all at your service." — 
*• What a delicious supper,'* said Pigalle, 
the next day to a friend who met him,, 
^and ailked him — *^ if it were true, that, hfc 
was the person who had relieved the dis- 
tresses of a poor man, as was publicly re- 
ported at Lyons ?" " Ah ! moji amU 
What a delicious supper did I make last 
Jiight upon bread and cheese, with a family, 
who blessed me at every mouthful they 
ate, which was moistened by the tears of 
giatitude.'* 

ANECDOTE. 

In the re1;)e1lion, 1745, Mr. Thornton, 
(a Yorkshire gentleman,) raised at his own 
cxpence a b6dy of horse, and although but 
-newly married to a beautiful young w# 
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man, headed it, and joined ihe kmg^s 
my. After the battle of Cnlloden, he and 
his wife went to conrt, where being seen 
by the king, who had noticed Mrs. Thorn- 
ton, was then accosted by the Monarch. 

** Mr. Tbomtoo," said his Majesty^ 
** I liavc been told of the services you have 
rendered your country, and of your attach- 
ment to me and my family, and have 
ield myself obliged to you for both ; but 
I was never able to estimate the degree of 
the obligation till now, that I see the 
lady whom you left behind you." 

Verses by Doctor Ekin, to the Rev. Mr. 
Stephenson J on the Family of his Pre^ 
decessory removing from Barton. 

'* Your happier friends, on Barton's peaceful seat, 
With sweet contentment, fix your calm retreat ^ 
In the late pastor's honoured steps you tread, 
And lead the flock, which once my father led; 
While cur, forsaken of our native plain. 
One aged parent's feeble steps sustain. 
Content, tho' sad, if yet, our pious care, 
May«ooth her anguish and her loss repair* 
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JTarewd! lov'd plaint, where first our childhood 

stray 'd, 
Dear scenes, once dear, by fond reflection made— 
Tarewel !— in vain, your verdant landscapes rise ; 
Tair lawns, in vain, salute-our parting eyes : 
Set is that kun, whosie all-enliv'ning ray, 
Improv'd our views, and gilt each smiling day. 
Taste, then my friend, what joy those scenes afford. 
Peace guide thy steps, and plenty crown thy board. 
^Vhat ! tho' with pain, I fly my natal home, 
•My soul repines not, at thy happier doom ; 
And tho' the tear of genuine grief will flow, 
.Regret, not ENVY, points the sting of woe. 
Would'st thou the path of virtuotis fame pursue, 
'Still keep my Sire's example in thy^iew ; 
$till open wide the hospitable door. 
To a meek, honest, and a grateful poor : 
Spread true religion's pure unsully'd beam. 
Thyself the bright example of thy theme ; 
Cherish the seeds, a pious hand hath sown. 
And make my father's blessing all thine own ; 
When thou at length, his portion must resign, 
'When, what was his, rtust be no longer thine ; 
Tifay'st thou, like him, life's last sad load sustain, 
With mind unshaken^ in the hour of pain : 
Death's call like him, undaunted may'st thou hear. 
And want no son to mourn thy sacrcd,bicr." 

ANECDOTE OF DOCTOR ROCK. 

He was one day standing at his door or 

Ludgate-HiM^ when a regular bred physi- 

c 2 
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i&U pxsstif yfufso haa KJinu^ and aoffiM!iy 
bot not die success in his pncdce whidi 
he dcsenred. — ^ How comes it,** (says he 
to the qawck) ** that ^mc, wtdKMH «!•• 
catioo, skill, or die least kn oV r fcJ ge df Ae 
science, are enabled to live in the style yOu 
do ? you keep yoor town4iouse, your csur- 
riage, and yoor co ti ii iry »honse; whilst I^ 
allowed to possess some knowled^ have 
neither, and can scarcely pick up a sub* 
«istence.** ** Why, look you,'* said Rock, 
smiling, ** How many people do yon think 
have pa&sed u5, since you asked file the 
question ?" ** Why," answered the doc- 
tor, ** perhaps, a hundred." " And how 
rmany out of that hundred think you, po^ 
sess common sense ?*' — " Possibly, cm^,'* 
answered the doctor. ** Then," said Rock, 
*^ that one comes to you, and I take care 
to get the other ninety-nine, 

ANECDOTE OF DdCTOH JOHNSON, 

The animosity, which Dr. Johnson dis- 
covered ona]l occasions against Mr. Wilkes> 




h gegierdJlY koown >-^H£ used frequeiuljr 
to Jfclaxtf ^^ that no isducement shoiili 
prevail on him to remain in his company.'^ 
Ncv^rtbelesjS} through an innocent, and 
iagenioys str^t^gpA^ of Mr. Bgswell's, they 
did once meet at dmner with Dilly, in the 
Poultry. 

It wa& gQon after a general election. 
The doctor was sullen and sjleut; Wilkesj 
never discoqicertj&d^ "WAS aw^e^ that ifaere 
was I one subject, upon which the doctor 
and himself, were entirely of one mind ; 
their commoo hatred of the Scotch : — 
<* Doctor,"^ said the cliamberlain, ** I think 
the contested elections for Scotland, should 
be settled on the other side the Tweed; for, 
of two, who come to London to give their^ 
evidence, never more than one finds his- 
^ay back again." ** Sir,'^ said the Doc- 
tor, "it matters very little where their 
elections are settled, for one Scotchman is 
as good as anodicr.'*^ The DiOCtor, how- 
^ei*, began to Ikiteo to the cbAO^erlainV^ 
£icadoi3SQe^^ m \Mdi. q$is^y no imn^ 
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eoufd excel him, and gradually relaxed hfi: 
severity o£ manner, till he became exceU 
lent company . 

Epitaph J found in the Repository of Dr.. 
Miles Cooper^ of Edinburgh 

Here lies a Priest of English blood, 

Who/ii;»f^, lik'd whate'er was good : 

tood company y good wine, good oamc, j 

Yet never hunted after Fame : 

But, as the Jifi/, he still preferr'd. 

So here he chose to be ioterr'd ; 

And onobserv'd, from crowds withdrew^ . 

To rest among a chosen few ; 

In humble hope, that sov'reign lore. 

Will raise him to ^the blest above.- 

ANECDOTJE OF POPE. 

During Mr. Pope's last illness, a dispute 
happened in his chamher, between his two 
physicians, Doctor Burton, and Dr. Thomp- 
son, — ^Dr. Burton charging Dr. Thomp*. 
son with hastening his death, by the vio- 
lent medicines he had ^prescribed ; and the 
other, retorting the charge. Mr. Pope, at 
lengthy silenced them, saying, " Geatle«> 
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men, I only leam by your discourse, tliat 
I am in a very dangerous way ; therefore, 
all I have now to ask,, is, that tlie foU 
lowing epigram, may the added, after my 
death, to the next edition of the Dunciadj 
by way of postscript : — 

*' Dunces, rejoice, forgive all censures past, 
The greatest Dtince, has kill'd your Foe at last." 

ANECDOTE OF SWIFT. 

The scribelarusclub ; consisting of Pope^. 
Albuthnot,. Swift, Gay, Pamal, &c. when 
the members were in town, were seldom, 
asunder ; and they often made excursions 
together into the country, and generally on 
-foot. Swift was usually the butt of the 
company ; and if a trick was played, he 
was generally the sufferer. The whole 
party once agreed,, to walk down to the 
house of Lord B. about twelve miles from 
town. As every one agreed to make the 
best of his way, Swifr, (who was remark- 
able for walking,) soon left all the rest be- 
hind him, fully resolved upon his. arrival, 

G 4 
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to choose the best bed for himself ; for that 
-was his custom. In the mean time, Par* 
nel, was determined to prevent his inten* 
tions, and taking horse, arrived at b|s lord* 
ship's gate, long before him. Having ap^ 
prised Lord B. of Swift's design, it was. 
resolved, at any rate, to keep him opt of 
the house ; but how to effect this, was 
the question : Swift had never had the 
small-pox, and was very much afraid of tak- 
ing it. As soon therefore as he appeared, 
striding, along at some distance from the 
house,., one of his lordship's servants was 
dispatched to inform him, that the small- 
pox, was then making very great ravages 
in the family ; but that there was a sum-* 
mer -house, with a field-bed, at his service>» 
at the end of the garden — ^There, the dis* 
appointed dean was obliged to retire,, and 
take a cold supper that was sent out to him, 
while the rest were feasting within. How- 
icver, at last, thqy took compassion on him, 
and permitted him to make one of the: 
•ompany. 
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ANECDOTE. 

JStqueline, of LuKcmburgh, Duchess o^ 
Bedford, after her first husband's death, 
married Sir Richard Woodvillc, and had 
several children ; one of whom named 
Elizabeth, was a gicat beauty, and finely 
accomplished ; she married Sir John Grey 
of Groby, but he being slain in the 
second battle at St. Alban's, fighting fov 
the House of. Lancaster, . and his estate be- 
ing confiscated,, she retired to her- father's 
seat, at Grafton,, in Northamptonshire. 

King Edward IV. came there to hunt, 
paid a visit to die Duchess of Bedford ; and 
Elizabeth, resolved to embrace the oppor- 
tunity of obtaining, some favour of^ the 
King, threw herself at his feet, and im» 
plored a maintenance for -herself, and 
children. The sight of so much beau- 
ty, in distress, the King could not with- 
stand — he became deeply in Ipve with her j 
and, after a short time, made offers to her 
%i becoming his aiistress ^ but not ail tht- 
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promises and endearments of the King, were* 
able to gain her consent.' And she plainly 
told him, that though she was unworthy 
to be his wife, she thought herself too 
good to be his concubine, and that she was 
determined to remain in the humble situa- 
tion, in which providence had placed her. 

This opposition, encreased his passion, 
and heightened his esteem so much, that 
he offered to share hi» throne as well as 
his heart with her — and they, were accord- 
ingly married. 

ANECDOTE. 

Tlie Manor of Winchenden, (once the 
estate of the Duke of Wharton,) is situ- 
ated in a very dirty part of the. county of 
Buckingham, where the soil is a very stiff 
clay. Colly Cibber, in a visit to the duke 
at that place, and being in the coach with 
him, said, with his usual assurance : — " It 
is reported, that your grace has run out 
your estate; but, it is impossible, for you- 
to run out of this ?" 
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Genuine Anecdote^ of an Ancestor of the 

Duke of Leeds, 

Sir William Hewer, who was lord 
mayor of London, in the year 1359, was 
a merchant of great eminence in those 
days, and possessed of an estate, valued at 
«£6000 a year ; he had three sons, and one 
daughter,^ to whom the following accident 
happened :' 

Sir William's house being on London- 
Bridge, a female servant, playing with her 
out of a window over the river Thames, by 
chance dropped her in — almost beyond the 
probability of being saved. A young gen- 
tleman, named Osborne, an ancestor of 
the present Duke of Leeds, being then an 
apprentice to Sir William, seeing the cala- 
mitous situation of the child, nobly leaped 
in, and saved her life. 

In gratitude for which, her father bestow- 
ed her afterwards, with a handsome fortune, 
on Mr. Osborne in marriage ; and although 
sjic was then addressed by the Earl of 
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Shrewsbury^ and several other noblemcir 
would have been glad of the aUiance, Sk 
William refused them all, and declared, as- 
Qsbome had so bravely saved her life, ^ he 
aloae should have' her hand aod fortune. 

The picture of Sir William in die hi»bi^ 
of mayor, was long preserved at the family 
seat of the Duke of Leed8, Kniv^oo H^ ^. 
Yorkshire, and highly valued. Mr, Osbor]^ 
served as sheriff in the year 1573 ; was gf^ 
terwsuxb knighted, and wa$ lord nji^yor of^ 
London in the year 1 584. 

yifrses upon one Mr. Duy,. at the Sign ef 
the Horse-shoe, who hid the Key under thf'^ 
Doory and out ran^ or rather ^ ran out, hii 
Landlord. 

<* Here night and day contpiit, a coz'ning flight, 
For Oayr, they say, is run away by night. 
The Day is past — Why, landlord, wherc*syour rent?- 
Tou-might have seen the Day was almost spent ; 
Day, sold and pawn'd, and put off what he might, 
The' it were ne'er if> dark, Day would be light. 
You lud one Day a tenant, and would fain 
Your eyes night #«« day see thai Day ag^iii. 



^ISOf landlord, no, you now may truly say, 
'^^fhat to your cost toe, you have lost t Day : 
1>ay is departed, in a mist I fear. 
Tor Day is broke, yet daei not Day appear. 
From tun to sun are the set times^ to pay, 
For you shoulil have been up by break of Day 3 
BM if you bad, you'd have goi nothing by*t» 
Tor Day was cunning and broke over night ; 
•llis fiery pranoers made jthe welkin roar, 
One hofse for haste has left a shoe at door. 
Whose gilded nails -do with such lustre shine» . 
He that comes next, will have it for a sign : 
His pale face now does Day in owl-light shrowd. 
Truth is, at present. Day's under a cloud. 
iHy, like a candle, is gone out— and where f 
Hone knows, except to t'other hemisphere ; 
And yet, who trusted him for any sum. 
Might have their money if the Day were corner 
But Day is flfcd, and left our hopes in night. 
Now cynic, now lanthom, and candle light. 
Then to At tavern let's away. 
Cheer up. your hearts, hang't, 'tis a broken Day; 
And for your rent never thus rend your soul, 
£re long you'll sec Day at a little hole ; 
•X6ok at the Compter when you go that way, 
£arly enough and you'll see peep of Day. 
But hbw now landlord, what's the matter pray ? 
What, can*t you sleep, do you so long for Day ? 
Have you a mind, sir, to arrest the Day ? 
^There's no such Serjeant as a Jpihua. 
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Tut oS your pasmoos, true it is a sum. 
But don't yoa know that a pay Day will come? 
Ill warnnt yoa, do yoa -bat banish sorrow. 
My li£c, for your's, Day cwmcs again t9~wurrov. 

ANECDOTE OF BIAS. 

When the city of Pria, the place of h& 
nativity, was besieged, every one was ea- 
gerly employed in carrying offthdr most va- 
luable efiedls. 

As Bias was walking out of the city vdty 
comf>osedly, and vvith empty hands^ he was 
asked by his neighbours, why he neglected 
saving his effects? — " I carry them about 
me," replied he, signifying thereby, that 
learning zTiA virtue were the only real and 
valuable possessions. 

It was his custom to say, that " of all the 
accidents of life, 'the change of fortune was 
the most difficult to be supported ; and, that 
those who had always been unfortunate, 
were not the most wretched." —We may here 
add, with the wise men of Lesbos, that the 
»mo8t unhappy of all men is he who fencies 
<himselfsuch. 
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Among savage beasts^ the most to be fear- 
ed is a tyrant ; amongst domestic, is a fiat^ 
terer; hope is the poppy which lulls the af- 
flicted mind to repose ; but ambition is an 
enemy which keeps us perpetually on the 
watch. 

Bias died suddenly while pleading the cause 
of his friend, about six hundred and ejght 
years before the birth of Chrifl, 

ANECDOTE. 

Many years since ^ towards the close of -a 
Certain enquiry in a great assembly, a neir 
relation of the gentleman accused, waited 
upon one who was supposed to have had 
some share in conducting fhe prosecu- 
tion, and putting a book into his "hands, care- 
fully sealed up, said, ''^ this, 5/>, is a scarce 
and vaJuaiU tract, that may probably throw 
some light on my relation's case: As a man 
of honour, you are expected to pehise if, 
and I will attend you this time to-morrow 
for your answer." 

The next day's interview was short but to 
the purpose : ** Tell your friend^ sir, that 
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'Epitaph ofGtarge Baiter^ Km^ki. 

Here Iks intenedy George BdkeryKn^My 
tfiefitthcr, "grandfather anJ great gra ndCiih ci ) 
of Geopge Bakei^ E^-; ^>i^ alter be h«l 
d>fie afid soSbed much for his kii^ atid <»liii-^ 
trjr, in gaOamly defenfiig Newcasde ^irinft 
the rebelliotis Scots, ar laft submitted to M 
unequal fate, unworthv of his g^cat deserts^ 
the 14th of Auguft, ^667 : But God tvoukt 
not fuSer such great vmue to lie conceiJed^ 
fot though he died obscurely, he was buried 
honourably, the whde of the militia and 
droops attendlng'his funeral, as a tnemoi a bte 
example of loyalty and bravery. 

At last, having lain buried tmob-- 
served more than forty years, his nephew, 
Thomas Baker, batchelor of divinity, of 
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tSt. John's college, CambiidgB, the heir| not 
move pf bis vytues t}ian his misfortunes, olt- 
tyuag the un^ppy Ate of his gpodfatner* 
qui of his fS^t^^\oth <aused this funeral 
^jtionun^ent to be erected in the year 17 10. 

CURIOUS ANECDOTE. 

A Paris conrespoodant gives us the fbl- 
lowifig account of one of the most ingenious 
:ist2;at4l|eins i^ayed off at any time, by. the 
liglit-fingpred ^gentlemen of that, or any king- 
dom* 

The last time the <^een of Fr^ce visited 
^ theatre in Paris, the wife of a financier, 
wphse whole merit consisted in a heavy purse, 
and in an ostentatious display of eastern 
magnificence, set alone in a box opposite to 
tiiat of her majesty^ Bourjoice affected to 
make parade oi a costly pair of bracelets, 
which, as the queen now and then cast her 
ey£s upon, her, she fondly supposed attracted 
the admiiation of her sovereign. She was 
hugging herself in thoughts that exceedingly 
flattered her vanity, when a person, dressed 
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in the queen's inreiyy entered the boK* — 
<< Mgdxm," said he to her, '* you may have 
perceived how attentively the queen ha<: sur- 
ireyed those magnificent bracelets, which, 
thou^ so precious and costly, still receive a 
greater histre from the Hay.^Hng beauty of the 
arm that bears them I am coomiissioned by 
her to request you will lend me one of them, 
that her majesty may have a nearer view of 
the unparelleled jewel." Melted by the 
flattering compliment, and, as the sharpers 
trick would have it, the queen having kept 
her eyes during the time in a strait directioa 
to her box, she did not hesitate, and delivered 
one of the bracelets. Alas, she soon repented 
her blind confidence, and heard nothing more 
of the bracelet until the next morning, when 
an exempt from the police begged to be ad- 
mitted, chid her politely for trusting so va^ 
luable a trinket in the hands of a person who 
wa? a stranger ; ^^ But, madam," added he, 
" make yourself easy, the rogue is taken up, 
and here is a letter from the lieutenant de 
police, which will explam the whole." The 
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ktter was indeed signed de Crone^ and con-, 
tained a request that the lady would repair» 
at. twelve o'clock, to the office, and jn th& 
meantime deliver to the exempt, fie sent» 
ihtother bracelet, that it might be compared 
with the first, then in his hand, that he mi^t 
have sufficient -proof to commit the shaq>er. 
So much attention from the chief magistrate, 
called up all her gratitude, which she ex- 
pressed in the liveliest terms, bestowing the 
greatest praise on the watchfulness of the 
pdtce, which was in no countrj' so well ad- 
•ministred as in Paris. In fine, after order- 
ing up a dish of chocolate, for the exempt^ 
she put the other bracelet in his hands, and 
they parted; but it was for ever. This 
pretended exempt, proving neither more nor 
less, than the "xorthy associate of ilis 
^ ^queeii^s bold messenger^ 

GOOD SIGNS AND TOKENS. 

** Pray, sir, how do you find yourself?" 
Says a doctor to his patient, "Why," says the 
patient^ " I have had a most violent sweat/* 

n 2 
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^« The vwy best sign in the wOfld," qa0& 
(he doctor: '< And bow do ym find foor 
fudyr '< Wh}', I have kad a most teniUe 
fit of Aakiog" ** So mmA the hettcr, k 
soews gnsct strength of cousntutiou : and 
pray how are your lower patts ?" ** Wbf^ 
I am swdOed as if I had Ac dropsy.'' ^Tfae 
hat of aH s^gns," said the doctor, and took 



One of die skk man's friends came in soott 
after, and heffai the same striz^ of qocstiada^ 
liow he felt hnnsdf ? &c. 

" Why, I am so very well,'* icfiSci Ae 
patient, ^ that I am ahnost ready to dfe, t 
have soch a vast many good signs and 
tokens." 

CURIOUS OCCURREKCE. 

Mrs. Joanna Pitt of St. Stephen's, near 
St. Albans, who died there the 20th of June, 
i777, was the daughter of John Pitt, who 
W2LH aid de x:amp to the great Duke of 
Marlborough; she bequeathe to her family, 
amongsi other lagacies, a piece of goitl^ of 
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ufhidn dif Jbsft the foUowiDg account in Mrrit- 

Thf sin^Il Polish pipce of gold^ men^ 
l|ope^ in my will> which I desire may be 
Jcc^ in my fu^ily, was acquired a9 follows : 
^ hfy £Mfaer^ John |^tt, vyas aid de camp^ 
to Hi&^Sijux John Di^e of N^lborough, at 
the siege of Dbway y the army was very 
WCJUyi and duty beii^ very hard upon iht 
cSfifOK, they petitionot his grace that the 
;ij4 de qunps ipjghtdodiity in the trenches — 
(an unp4»ice(^ted request) , however, his 
glftce* lieing very humane^ consented to in 
It was soon my father's turn of doty* 

'^ Hi^ grace's quarters were a large man^i^ 
sion. One day> it being rainy and dirty 
weather^ my £uher went to receive his last 
orders ; the post allotted to him was a very 
dangerous one, where none had escaped with- 
out loss of blood, limb> or life* As he was 
g^g,.he espied in the yard, wliere hundreds 
had been before that morning, a small piece 
erf gold with this motto„ * God .will provide 
for you*.' 
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Cfxji, Qiciake hioi g jioa or of BenHsfas, 
"pr^jtrfcd Isisi br sea, aod 2t tinKpfaccslMWb 
ikIejC T^caif y bi'.jtg^T kEzn ^aSc hflrnr» and he 
ItYfii in couifimt to die isjjhtf-ittBlk year of 
Ilk ;^, after afl bope iras neaily lanisiied 
that he shoold escape. TIds pvophetk piece 
t;^sng fo amply fhlfillrtl, makes me ^nxumaR 
tohavc it kept in my dear £ttbcr's posterity^ 
zs a piece of great good foitime to whoever. 
may have it, 

" Joamia Pitt^" 

INVOCATION TO POVERTY. 

By C. For. 

Ob |>ov«rty ! of pale consumptive hue, 
U tfiou deligbt'tt to haunt me still in view, 
a f.iU thy presence mjsc my steps attend, 
M lesit Gonunuc, «.» thou art, my fpicnd ;. 
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When bad example bids xne be unjust, 
False to my word, of faithless to my trust, 
Bid me the baneful error quickly see. 
And shnn the world, to iind repose with thee : 
.When vice to wealth would turn my partiaLeye, 
Or interest shut my. ear , to sorrow's cry ; J 

Or, courtiers' custom, would my reason bend, 
My foe to flatter, or deceive a friend. 
Oppose, kind poverty, thy tempered shield. 
And bear me off, unvanquish'd from the field. 

If giddy fortune e'er returns again. 
With all her idle, restitss, wanton train, 
Her magic glass should false ambition hold. 
Or avarice bid me put my trust in gold ; 
To my relief, thou virtuous goddess haste, 
And with thee bring thy daughters ever chaste. 
Health, Liberty, and Wisdom, sisters bright, 
Whose charms can make the worst condition light,' 
Beneath the hardest fate, the mind can cheer, 
€an-heal affliction, and disarm despair ; 
In chains,^in torments, pleasure can bequeath, 
And'dress in smiles, the tyrant hour of death. 

Anecdote of Henry IV. of France. 

The city of Orleanes had a- privilege, time 
immemorial, to send two deputies to congra- 
tulate each French King in his ascension t^ 
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the throne. At the audience tKe depulftss 
^ere seated,, and after finishing the coogia- 
tulation, a cup of wine was administred ta 
each of them, which tbey drank iiltrng,yn^ 
the toast ** Vive Ic Roy ;'* this cil^om of a 
citizen's sitting in the presence of Majesty 
:^pearedkb5urd to Henry,, and he itsolved (o 
abolish it. 

When the deputies came to congratulate 
him, he ordered every seat to be taken out of 
the audience ixiom. The deputies did not 
find any seat; but etiquette did not per- 
mit them to ask for one. After tlie ceife- 
mony of cpngratulation was over,, the cups of 
wine were administered to them to drink the 
toasts,, (which was considered as the homage 
of the city) they looked around once raorc^ 
and not finding any chairs brought in, they 
sat themiielves down on the floor, gave their 
toast, and drank their wine sitting in the 
King's presence, according to ancient custom*. 
** Ventre-saintgris!" cried Henry^ (an ex- 
pression that the prince always made use of 
when agreeably surprised), << I^is a seat na- 
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Kiie funushed them with, and I could not 
withhold it Aom them/' 

ON ANCIENT mOME. 
Translated from Petrarcli. 

<^ Here stood the august, and ancient seat of empirCi 
In war victorious, dreaded e*en in peace. 
Here stood, alu ! its place is only seen ; 
** And what was Rome ;" lies bnried in its ruins* 
Thoie lofty structures, whose aspiring heads, 
Tower'd up to Heaven, are levell'd with the earthy 
O'ergrown with weeds, and trampled under foot. 
Mtme^ which was once, the mistress of the world>. 
Yields to the tooth of all-devouring Time, 
Which levels heights, and raises humble plains^ 
Rome, is no longer Rome — ^The fire and sword 
Her grandeur have destroy'd, and laid in dust 
The noblest works of Nature, and of Art, 
And here, her scattered fragments lie interr'd* 

INSTANCES OF SPANISH VANITY. 

The grave and phlegmatic air of the Spa- 
niard, is taken by strangers, for pride : but, 
it IS not so alwavs. — It must, however, be 
granted, that this nation is remarkable for 
a certain haughtiness, which may be attrii^ 
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buted to the extent of its conquests — to 
the grand ideas it entertains of itsoriginw^ 
and perhaps^ to the majesty of its lan- 
guage. It is not only among people of 
condition^ that Spanish pride is most appa- 
rent;^ a tradesman, and even one of the 
lowest ckss, a mean beggar retains, ih' the 
midst of wretchedness, a deportment and 
tone of confidence, which seem to raise 
him. above his condition. Here, may be 
remembered, the answer of the beggar, at 
Madrid, to a passenger, who reproached 
him, with preferring laziness to> useful la- 
bour., " It is money, and not advice that 
I ask you for,"^ saiJ the beggar, turning 
his back upon him, with all the gravity of 
a Castillian. 

The French have endeavoured to ridicule 
the Spanish gravity, by this short story :-r- 

A certain cavalier, as nobJe as the King,-, 
as catholic as the Pope, and as poof* as Job, 
arrived in the night-time, at a village in 
France, where there was only one inn. 
As it was past midnight^ he knocked fopst- 
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Tong time at the door, ivitbout being aUe 
to awake the landlord ; but at last made 
him rise, by louder and more frequei\t rap- 
ping. " Who is there ?'* cried the. land- 
lord from a window. " It is'* says the 
Spaniard, ** Doa Juan Pedro,^ Heman- 
dezy Roderique>de-villa-nova Conde de 
Malazza, Cavalero de Santiago D'Alcan- 
tara." 

The landlord answered him, irnme^- 
ately shutting the window....." Sir, lam 
very sorry, but we have net chambers 
enough, for lodging all those gentlemen.** 

It is usual to see, at Rome, a great mul- 
titude of poor from all countries, to whom 
soup is distributed at a certain hour, at the 
"giate of' the monasteries. A Castillian, 
newly arrived,^ and who was unacquainted 
with the time of the distributiouj addressed 
himself to a poor French ecclesiastic, to .be 
Fnformed of it. But Spanish vanity, would 
not suffer him to ask in plain terms after 
the house, where the soup was given. 
This way of speakings seemed to him too 
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nMan ; so that after srodyiog a more el^ 
▼ated way of expressing hiratdf^ be 9$hfjt 
the Frencbmaiiy ** Whether he b«d yet 
taken his chocolate V ^ My chocoja^'* 
aiMwered the ecclesiastict ^ I live ppoft 
alms ; and I now wajr^ until the spup is 
distributed at the Franciscan convent/' 
^ You have not then been there yetF* 
said the Castilb'an. *^ No/' replied the 
Frenchman ; ^ iHit now the clock strikes, 
Vll go there directly/' '^ Pi'^y^ cond^rt 
me thither^*' said the vain*glorious Spa* 
niardy *^ you shall see Don Antonio Perez 
de Valcabia de Redia, de Mortalva de Bega, 
give there to posterity, an illustrious spe- 
cimen of his humility." *' Who are tho^ 
people ?" said the Frenchman. ^ Tis I/'' 
replied the Castillian. " If it be so," re- 
plied the Frenehman, *^ say rather,, ao c^^ 
a;nple of a good stomach." 

BON MOT. 

The following Bon Mot is related of 
Doctor S. Johnson ; When be bad wril- 
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^en four acts of his Irenr, he read them to 
« gentleman, belonging to the ecclesiastical 
court of Litchfield, which is generally 
reckoned, as arbitxaiy a spiritual judica- 
ture, ;is atiy in the kmgdom. The gentlis 
man appeared greatly affected by the pa- 
liios of the pieces and was so particularly 
-stnlkdk wkh tiie distress of the fourth act, 
that he asfeed the author, ** How he coukl 
possibly heighten the catastrophe?^ '* Oh, 
that's easily done," replied the Doctor, " jT 
shall put my hero into yxmr ecdesiasiieitl 
court f and then, I am sure, he must fill 
the utmost meastu'e of human calamity." . 

ON DU£f.S. 

The point of liopeur Ins been deenTd of use, 
To teach good manaera, and to curb abuse ; | 
Admit it true, the consequence is clear, 
Our polished -nianners, are a msspit we wear, 
And at the bottom barbarous and rudfe, 
We are restrained, indeed, but not subdu'd ; 
The very remedy, however, sure, 
vSprings frdm the mischief it intends to cure, 
And Mvage'iu'its principle appears, 
Qfried, as it should be, l^y the ftruit it bears. 
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^Tis hard, indeed, if nothing will defend. 
Mankind from quarrels, but their fatal end, 
That now and then a hero must decease. 
That the surviving world may live in peace. 
Perhaps, at last, close scrutiny may show. 
The practice dastardly, and mean, and low« 
That men engage in it, compelled by force 
And fear, not courage, to its proper source. 
The fear of tyrant custom, and theiear, 
X.est fops should censure it, and fools should sneers 
At least, to trample on our Maker^slaws, • 
And hazard life, for any, or no cause, 
To rush into a fix*d, eternal state, 
Out of the very flames, of rage and hate^ 
Or, send another shiv'ring to the bar, 
With all the. guilt of such unnat*ral war^ 
Whatever use may urge, or honour plead, 
"On Reason* s verdict, is a madman's deed. 
<' Am I to set my Life upon a throw, 
Because a bear is rude and surly ? — No : 
A moral, sensible, and well-bred man, 
Will not affront me — and no other can, 

A GOOD woman's HEART. 

Her price is far above rubies : 
Jn her eye is the lustre of Heav'a, 
The law of kindness dwelleth on hertongue; 
JHer whole exterior, is stamp t with the vir- 
tues of her life.: 
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Tier manners delineate her heart. 
And her heart embraces ev*ry ingredient of 
true worth. 

Virtue and truth; 
Simplicity and piety ; 
Charity and benevolence; 
Love and modesty^ 
Dignity, elegance, and delicacy ; 
Tnidence and oeconomy ; 
Affability and politeness ; 
Frankness and generosity ; 
Humanity and justice ; 
Constancy, chastity, and honour ; 
Humility, and good nature ; 
Sincerity and friendship ; 
Compassion and meekness ; 
Gentleness and fidelity ; 
Industry and contentment ^ ^ 

Tenderness and gratitude ; 
Purity and patience ; 
Magnanimity and mercy. 

Happy woman ! blest with these, 
Her's, future hope and present ease ; 
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Happier hcy whose wife she is» 
The richest thing on earth is his. 

Lines by Doctor Johnson, not printed i» 

his Works. 

TO A YOUNG LADV, XMBROIDJPRING, 

Her form wis dung'd, her beiuty fled; 
She fell a victim to her rage. 

Oil ! then heware, Arachne's fate» 
Be prudent, fair one, and suhmit. 

For yonMl more justly feci her frte. 
Who rival hoth her art-*aiid wit* 

Anecdote fi'cni the Life of Prince 

Eugene, 

In a skirmish, which brought on a ge- 
neral baXtle, between the Turks and the 
Imperialists, the comet of the regiment of 
<^ommerci, had his standard wrested from 
him : the prince of that name, instantly 
ilies to the Duke of Lorrain, begging his 
jpermission, to go and bring off another 




'f^lEANTNGS CTVrir, til 

iirom the iafidds : the fervour of his in* 
treaties prevailed on his highness, and the 
prince set ont on the wings of revenge, and 
the lore of glorjr; seeing aTurfc, wifli a 
standard, at the end of a zagai, (or javelin,) 
makes towards him with his pistol cocked, 
*fires, but missing, thrown away his pistol, 
jind claps his hand to his sabre, the mussul- 
man,availinghimself of the interval, stabbed 
the prince in the side with his zagai. The 
prince coolly laid hold of it with his left 
hand, and having his sabre in his right, 
discharged such a blow at his tiiunyhant 
adversary aa split his skull. 

After this bold and fortunate stroke, the 
young prince himself drew the z^gai from 
bis body., and carrying the fruits of his 
victory, to. his general* sends for the comet; 
to whom he ^id, without any emotion, 
'^ Here, Sir, is a standard, which I com^ 
mit to your care, I did not get it for no- 
thing, and I shall take it kindly, that you 
keep it better than that which was taken 
from you •/* this reprimand, was little less 

TOL. I. I 
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miaked^ than the acooa kaei£l The em* 
paor, ia honnor co the jusng princess gal- 
kouryyCciiered the Turkish scuukurd, to be 
fet«pin die cathedral of Ykmu^ with ex- 
tnmrcfimry ceremooxcs ; and ^ie empress, 
BOC to be befaixid hand ia rewaioiog merit, 
made widi her own hands, another stand- 
ard, which she sent to the brave prince, to 
replace that which had been lost. 

HISTORJCAL AKECDOTJE. 

A new adept, who boasted of having 
foond the secret of making fi^old, petitioned 
Leo the Tenth for a reward. The Pope, (a 
protector of the arts) seemed to acquiesce 
in his ^demand ; and the alchymist, was 
full of the hopes of a great fortnne. When 
he returned to solicit his reward, Leo gave 
him a large empty purse, telling him^ 
<< that as he knew the art of making gold, 
he only wanted a purse to contain it.** 
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ON VIEWING ST. PETBR's CHlfRCH^ AT. 

ROME. 

Whoever beholds the ruinous remains of 
ancient Rome^ may well say, '< Rome is 
no more : — 

But, whoever turns his 'eyes towards 
iheCf and the splendid palaces of new Rome, 
may, as justly say, ^' Rome still flou- 
rishes." 

Jl SIMPXE STORY. 

Adi^astus, a man of deep erudition, pro- 
found reading, and philosophical turn of 
mind, chose to reside in the country;, 
chiefly to enjoy the uninterrupted pleasure 
of contemplation — He was a man, not only 
of learning, hut .proper tj/y and equally ce- 
lebrated in his neighbourhood, for wisdom 
and generosity. It happened that one of 
his tenants, although he rented by far the 
smallest farm, and had a very large family 
depending on its cultivation for their sup- 
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port, was the most chearful and welUds- 
pote4 on his estate. 

His cottage, though small, was dressed 
by the hand of neatness and fiiigality. All 
sictsations, and all seasons, from the b^;in- 
nihg of spring, to the end of winter, were 
rendered delightful, by the happy bias of 
his constitution, which enabled him to turn 
M events to his advantage — In sorronv^ he 
was humble^ and in prosperity^ grateful ^ 
lie had lived a tenant on this very farm, 
when the father of Adrastus first took pos- 
session of the estate ; nor had he ever made 
a failure in the payinent of his rent — or had 
a quarrel in the parish: — His toil was 
sweetened and alleviated by the pleasing 
thoughts of providing for his ojSipring^ 
and his constant employment, not only in- 
spired him with beaith, but protected him 
from the influence of all vicious passions, 
aad ideal wants. 

He had, in his time, put many estranged 
hands together; reconciled many petty, 
peevish differences 4 settled many hxnSiy 



WL EAiiivcs eF WIT. rn 

fpt&rreb; suggested many little schemes, 
(while he was-chnrclwwarden^ for the be- 
nefit of the poor ; and never felt one emo^ 
tion of envy^ at surveying the possessions of 
the rich. These unassuming, but solid vir* 
tues, gained him such a reputation in the 
country where he resided^ that he obtained 
the appellation of the contented cottager : 
be wasy in truths 

« Passing rich^ with forty, posncls a year." 

An account of him was transmitted to 
^drastus^ who went to pay him a visits for 
tte purpose of seeing how true report had 
characterised him; for though Adrastus 
Kved^and did much good in the country, 
yet his abstracted, philosophical^ and seden- 
tary situation,, made him but little acquaint- 
ed personally, with even his own tenants 
who were generally (on the business o 
quarter-day) turned over to the steward ^ 
a man, of the contented disposition of the 
cottager, was an object of too much im- 
portance, not to excite the curiosity of a 
philosoEher; su^cordingly,. he set apart <mic^ 
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evenings for his intended visit. Adrastoii 
arrived at the farmer's, about half an hour 
after sun-set, when 

^ Twilight grey had in her sober livery all 
things clad^f * 

The farmer, whose name was Matthews, 
was sitting at the door of his little cottage, 
smoking his pipe, and surrounded by his chil- 
dren ; his wife was leaning over the fire, pre- 
paring a decent and wholesome supper. 

The fanner knew his landlord personall jii, 
and rose as to his superior,, offering him the 
best seat in his homely cotfage.. 

" Here, your honor finds me,, (said the 
farmer) in a small,. but happy place ; I have 
been upon your ground these many years, 
and if you think good to renew my lease, 
which expires at Michaelmas,. L shall most 
likely end my life in your service. Your 
dues are always ready to the hour, and I have 
no more reason to complain of my landlord,, 
then he has of his tenant, and so " 

Adrastus interrupted hini,,by desiring to 



^' 



GXJBAIKNGS.OF W^T.-. 11<2> 

see the- lease, and a pen and* ink . for the 
purpose of renewing it on* the spot, " As 
to pen and ink, (replied the (sLVtnev). I have 
no use for them, and so I never keep any by 
me ; I never write, and I can^t read, and so- 
such things are of no sei'vice. 
• ** But if your honor wants to write, I can* 
send to the shop for paper and ink, and I. 
caof easily send one of my boys to the. 
green to pick up a quill." 

**It don't signify at present (said Ad- 
Kttus) ni sign it another time ; but don't 
you really know any thing, of books? I 
actually thought you was a scholar ; that 
you had employed all your spare time in 
study ; that you had gathepcd your notions 
of economy^ industry, and paternal pro- 
priety, from historic examples,, or traditi- 
onary annals." 

" Noy really, sir, not I, (replied the 
former) I am a very illiterate man, and no 
scholar 4t all : my father could not afford 
to give me an education, and I have had. 
neither time nor opportunity since : nature^ 



390 rniMJonsa ow vrr. 

and Ac me of nijr eyes have beta my oidfi 
fiMUUctor, and if I faave been abfe tso lire- 
ftspectaU J to the age of thiee score,. mA 
to rear up my chiUren soberly^ iiaaaljf and 
mdvttrioiislyy I owe it merely to them ; in* 
deed, to say the trtitfa^. my basiaess^ as a: 
farmer^ throws in my way a thovsand in^ 
•triictive objects. My farm-yard is slodced 
with improvements : at the end of that 
small slip of garden, I have a bit of a bee- 
hive, filled with little industrious animals^ 
who tetl me what a shame it would be to 
lead die life of a drone. My maxim is this^ 
sir, that he who don't make honey, ought 
to eat none, and so this made me indefatiga*^ 
ble to earn my meal, before I sat down to 
it. Nay, in this part of my duty, I am* 
farther instructed by the little creatures who 
inhabit the mole-hill ; is it possible for a 
man to see the poor things at work^ for the 
day of necessity, and not take the hint, anA 
jay up a modicum for his own family ? I 
have rested upon my spade, sir, on purpose 
to look at their labours and then. I baVa^* 
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j^ne to woik again, lest ibey shomld haw: 
the sense to chide me for niindiDg Dthtr 
people's business more than my owa. 

^ I hare an old house-dog, ibere^ Aat 
aged animal^ sir, has kept my dodies hy 
day, and my cottage by night, till he has 
not got a tooth in his head, and has done 
for me what I would do for a neighbour of 
mine,, whom I have loved ever since I was 
a brat no higher than my hand. He once 
did me a piece of service when I most 
wanted it, and whilst I have breath I w91 
not forget it. 

**• He, sir, who has no gratitude, has no 
nature in him, and an unnatural man is bet- 
ter dead than alive, because we are all bcm 
to do something, and he who does a kindness 
deserves to be rememberocL 

**Wilh regard to my duty as a husband 
and a father, I learn it from the feathered 
tribe around me, the very pigeons on my 
dove-house, and the wren that builds her 
nest under my hovel, all arc faithful tO 
tlieir mate, and anxious for (he preservation 
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ny side ; / have been uM^tiL Is cx«» 
dnoge for % few acres, for irflkji I Iwfe no 
masioB, foe hsmt given me a set orflnxiini 
and sentinemsy that afe, as liie puitteil 
Arice sefined goM c€ OphiTr and sfaaB jaevtt 
iK|Mft Irani ine» 

Ffom diis moment AdrasnB and Ae fio^ 
mer were imimate friends. 

Oye landofdiand tenants^ go ye and da 
likewise.. 

AN£C0OTE» 

Valentine Tameral Duval, at Vienna^ di- 
fector of the cabinet of medalls and cxAaSr to 
their Imperial Apostolic Majesties, ag^ SO 
years, was bom at Artonnal, a village in 
Champagne, of mean parents,^ from whom 
he ran away when very yoiing, and chance , 
brought him to Lormin, where he kept 
sheep. 

He could scarcely either read or write, yet 
so great was bis desise to become ac(]piainted 




«widt lienorionsf of de hem»dy. (Kxtifes, that 
'IttndbattJlxMkhifrobMRWtoiyf but with 
VC17 little tupoMB. 

la 1 7 19^ hp WM hiied St Ad heraittagB of 
5b Aon^ to take can of six orvn^ iviiare ba 
afl^ikyed his "wagei in buyiag books aai 
mqiSy but fiodiiig his finances nm rathci 
shorty he set tnpa.to catch foxes^ wsada% 
andodielr mmtiiSf. whidi be sold and with 
itemoDey bought books. 

Wlulat he tended his cattk, he used to ^ 
4inder a large tree, and spread iiis maps on 
the ground, ivhere. he. studied with unremit^ 
ting diligence* One day as he was thus em* 
jployeid, thePlriiicessJjbopakI and|Fiances hap- 
pened to pass that way, and were struck widk 
liie answers-he Aiade to their qsesiions* He 
was then twenty-two years of age, and waa 
'Mkt to Lunevillc^ and ftom thence to Point 
Morasson^ to a cdkge of Jesuit^ whero bet 
made such phagress injeamingi that in 1729^ 
he was made professor of the academjp eS 
noblesse of Luneville, and librarian <tt> the 
jpeigning dttke«.' 
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la 1139, when Lorrain was ceided to 
France, M. Duval was sent to Florence aft 
librarian to the then grand duke, and FiBii-> 
CIS I. having become Emperor, formed a^* 
sign of making a collection of all the medals- 
and coins, struck thnm^out the world since 
the ce^ation of antique niedalSf and sent for 
M. Duval to Vienna, to carry on this proje<^ 
under his own inspection, after whidi he was 
appointed director of the cabinet, which place 
he filled with great exactness till his de^illu 

ANECDOTE. 

King -George II. towards the end cf 
Ms life, became weak-sighted, and could not 
discern objects unless they were very near 
him. ' 

Not long before his deaths lodging out -of 
his palace window at Kensington, in com- 
pany with a nobleman, he asked who a per« 
son was he saw at some distance. 

^* That is my Lord Bute," answered the 
nobleman. « Ay," replied the King, " that 
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Is .the man- that will govern this kbgdom 
after mj death, and ruin it." 

Anecdote of His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, 

The Prince^ when a boy^ playing at shut- 
tlecock with his royal brother, the then 
Bishop of Osnaburgh, in the riding-house 
in the Queen's palace. One of their Ma- 
jesty's footmen, not knowing the two princes 
were there, hastily threw open the door^ 
juft as the bishop was about to strike the 
shuttlecock, which occasioned him to miss 
his aim, and lose the game to his Royal 
Highness. 

The Prince, observing his brother to be 
rather chagrined at the accident, took up 
a whip, with which he had been riding, and 
jocularly switched the man with it ; but the 
Prince observing him to receive the chas- 
tisement rather morosely, stepped up and 
said to his brother, ^ My affection for you, 
my dear Frederick, has precipitated me into 
a wanton act of injustice against this poor 
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iBaatf liiiosc sjtasttMo. obliges hon to "wt^ 
leactj I therefore c sy e ct j<m w3 join me 
in acknowledgiog tbewroogl hxreinoon- 
udenttelj done hiio : for, mj brother, let 
m remember, that howerer big^ our ttar 
ftore^ 2S it eAeiii{>t ib hoc from doii^ cvH^ 
so it ooght not to exempt ns re p airin g evil, 
when we forget oorsdres and commit 
it'* 

A few days afterwards, an appointment to 
senre the Prince's household with tomerj- 
ware, was sent to the footman, signed by 
the Queen, at the earnest solicitation of his 
Royal Highness. 

Such were the exalted sentiments which 
90 early di^layed themselves in die breast 
of his Royal Highness, whose afiability and 
'goodness of heart have since been so con- 
spicuous, and which do him so nmch ho- 
nour. 

AN£CDOTE OP GENERAL SCOTT. 

Having, one nighty lost a large sum of 
money to a gentleman, he appointed to go 
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•tvith him into the city for the purpose of 

•selling out stock to^ay him-: he accord- 
ingly breakfasted with him, set out in the 

7gentlemari*s carriage, but coming towards 
Temple Bar, there was such a train of 
coaches, that they were obliged to draw up 

.a considerable time. In this idle interval, 
the gentleman proposed throwing for a 
hundred pounds ; the general accepted the 

^challenge, the blinds were drawn up, and 
before the coachman could disengage him- 
self, the general had not only won his own 
money back, but all the money the gentle- 

*inan had in his pocket, toj^ether with hi« 
coach and horses. 

This sudden change of fortune, would 

« 

•have been to some people a mortifying 
blow, but so little did it discompose the 
^gentleman, (who, by the by, was a man of 
'good fortune) that he very good-humouredly 
;put his head out of the coach window, and 
desired the 'Coachman to turn about and 
drive home to his master's, General Scott's. 

VOL. 71. K 
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He then got into a hackney coach, asd 
drove to Hanover Square. 

AJTJECBOTE (THE GOOD EFFECT CJ WIKE.) 

:A joung gnttleman of (EstincdoD, having 
JoK a cofKideiable sum of money at a faro 
bank, was so much afiected by it, that he 
detennined upon an act of sukide^ in oidtr 
to lelieve him from his distress. 

Filled with this idea, he put a case of (ms- 
tob into his pockets, and pror^rding to a 
bouse of fashionable resort in St. James's 
street, to «^ich he wasa subscr3ier» be or- 
dered a room and a bottle of claret, with pen, 
ink, and paper. He then wrote a letter to 
an intimate friend, describing bis unhappy 
state, which he declared himself unaUe any 
Jonger to bear, told;hini, that by^he timc'tbe 
letter reached him, he should be out of his 
misery, and concluded with some request, as^a 
Jast proof of his friendship. 

Having dispatched this letter, he laid his 
pistols on the table, and being exceedingly 
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'thlrstyi and seeing wine standing before him, 
-he very naturally drank a glass : the refresh- 
ment this afforded him> tempted him to re- 
peat it ; he took a second and a third, and in 
oriefi four'or five glasses gave such a happy 
-tym to his^ thoughts, that he deferred his ra^ 
4>urpo6e until-his friend burst into the room 
with the utmost anxiety ; when, instead of 
^finding the letter-writer weltering in his 
bloody he saw him sitting at tfie table, musing 
with great composure. 

JHe instantly removed the pistok ; they 
. finished the bottle together, and the despair- 
:ing man went home, reconciled to himself, 
and to that life which he had so recently de- 
termined to renounce. i 

\Extraordinaiy relation of the Behaviour 
and Death of a Deserter from the King 
of Prussians Army. 

'George Grochaiitry, a Polander, who had 

.enlfsted as a soldier in the service of the King 

of Prussia, deserted during the last war. A 

^mall J)arty was sent "in pursuit of hini^ 

JC 2 
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sma, when he least expected it,^hey sui^prised 
^m singing and dancing aftiong a cotn^any 
of peasants who were got together in an iim, 
and were mkking merry« 

This efvent, so sudden and fafifoteseen,and 
fkt the same time so dreadful in its Cons<S- 
tqueticeSy struck him in such a matmer, that, 
giving a great cf y, he became all at buce 
^^tupid andinsensible, andsuiFered himself to 
be seized without the smallest resistance. 

They carried him away to Gokati, where 
*^he was brought before the council of war, 
•and received sentence as a deserter : he al- 
lowed himself to be disposed of, at the will 
of those about hira,without uttering a word, 
♦ or giving the least sign that he knew what 
had happened, or was likely to happen to 
him. 

He remained as immoveable as a statue 
wherever lie was placed, and was wholly 
passive with respect to all that was done to 
him or about him. During all the time that 
he was iii custody, he neither eat, drank, or 
slept : some of his comrades were «ent to 
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b^im ; after that he was visited by some of- 
ficers of his corps, 'and by some priests^ but 
he still continued in the same state, without 
discovering thelea^t signs of sensibility.-— * 
Promises, entreatiea^ and threatenings, were- 
all without the least effect on him. The ' 
physicians who were consulted upon his 
case, were of Qpinion,. that he was ih a state ' 
of hopeless idiotcy. 

It was at first suspected that these appear- ' 
ances were feigned; but these suspicion» 
gave way, when it was known that he took 
no sustenance, and that the involuntary 
functions of nature were in a great measure 
suspended. 

After some time^, they knocked off his 
fetters, and left him at liberty to go whi- 
ther he would. He received his liberty 
with the same insensibility that he had 
shown upon other occasions. He remained 
fixed and immovable, his eyes turned wildly 
here and there, without taking cognizance 
^f any object, and the muscles of his face 

K 3^ 
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'were fallen, and fixed like those of a- dead^ 
body. 

Being left to. himself, he passed twenty 
days in this « condition,, without eating, 
drinking, or any^ evacuation^ and died- on- 
the t u entieth* day. 

He had' been sometimes heard ^ to iietdh- 
deep sighs, and once iiished, with great 
violence, on a soldier who had a mug of li- 
quor in his hand, forced the mog from him," 
and having drank the liquor with great ea-p 
gemess,Jet the mug drop to the ground.. 

jinecdote. of the late Lord. BaUimore. 

Previous to his-lordship/s gping to Italy, 
he was solicited by. a gentlemanof his ac- 
quaintance,^ to:, lend him three hundred 
pounds, which his- lordship said he would,^ 
provided he could spare so much after set- 
tling his affairs. Such an answer fully sa- 
tisfieJ the gentleman, as he not only knew, 
hitslordship could, at all times commands 
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a much greater sum, but that he was ever, 
upon these occasions, better than his word. 

The affiiir rested in this msmner dlli the 
day before hi^departure, when^waiting' onv 
the gentleman^ and making many apologies 
for not being able to comply with his re 
questy. he- begged of him, (as a token of 
friendship), he would accept a large silver 
medallion • of Queen Anne, which, he said 
h&had a papcicalar regard' for. 

His friend, though much nettled at the 
disappoinimet^, cool y" accepted the present,- 
and after wishing* his^ lordship a good joui'^ 
ncy, they parted. 

My loi*d had scarcely gone d6wn stairs, 
when the gentleman>.in a fit of disappoint- 
ment, flung it from him, as looking upon 
it to be a th'ing totally useless, when, to his 
great surpiise, out flew two bank notes of 
one hundred and fifty pounds each, which 
had been puiposely inclosed in the hollow 
•^the medallion. 
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ANECDOTE. 

In nil, the Irish treasury was robbcdi 
by one Pratt, an tinder clerk, who also set j 
it on fife to conceal bis robbery.. 

He was taken up on suspiciouj on which 
he sent for the famous Sir Toby Butler, one 
of the most eminent and wittiest lawyers of 
his time. Having received his fee, and no 
third person being present, he told Pratt^ 
that if he hadrobbed the treasury ^hevroxAA 
engage he should not be hanged ; but ifnotf 
the proofs were so strong against him, that 
he certainly' would. 

Pratt understood him, and said,. no moncy^ 
should be wanting. — He was acquitted.. « 

THE FIRST OF APRIL. 

Now dawni the day, to folly ever dear, 
And decm*d by her, the fairest of the year ; 
April'* first dnorn, distinguish'd by her birth-, 
To sloth she gives the day — the night to mirth—' • 
Comes when the hooting owls begin theirflight ; 
For folly keeps her holiday— at night. 
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Occasional Letter on Envy, 

Xnvy came next, envy with sqvinting eyes, 

Sick of a strange disease, his neighbour's heakb ; 

Best then he lives, when any better dies ; 
Is never poor, but in another's wealth. 

On best men*s harms, and griefs, he feeds his fill, 

Else his o%vn maw doth eat with spiteful will, 

111 must the temper be, where diet is 40 ill. 

Envy, says Lord Bacon, has no holi«» 
days. 

There cannot, perhaps, .be a more lively 
Und striking, description of the miserable < 
state of mind those endure who are tor- 
mented with this vice. A spirit of emula- 
tion has been supposed to be the source of 
the greatest improvements, and there is no 
doubt but the warmest rivalship will pro- 
duce the most excellent effects ; but it is to 
be feared,, that a perpetual state of contest 
will injure the temper so essentially, tha^ 
the mischief will scarcely be counterba- 
lanced by any other advantages. 

Those whose progress is the most rapid, 
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will be ape to despise their less saccessfur 
competiton, who, in retuniy will feel the 
bitterest resentment against their more foi^ ' 
tmiate rivals. . Amoi^ persons of real good- 
ness, diis jealonsrand contempt, can never ' 
be equally felt, because every advancement, 
in piety, will be attended widi a proponioiw- 
aMe encrease of hiraiility, which will lead* 
them to contemplate their own improve* 
mentrwith modesty, and to view with cha- 
rity the miscarriages of others. 

When an envions man is melancholy, 
one may ask him,* in* the words of Bion, — 
^Vhat evii has befallen* himself, or what 
good has happened to another } This l^i 
is the scale by which he principally measures 
his felicity, and the very smiles of his 
friends are so many deductions from his 
own happiness. 

The wants of others is the standard by/ 
which he rates his own wealth, and he es- 
timates his riches, not so much by his own* 
possessions, as by the necessities of hi^ 
noighbours. 
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When the malevolent intend to strike a 
▼ery- deep and dangerous stroke of malice9> 
they generally begin the most remotely from 
the, subject nearest thein heai'ts» They set 
out with commending the object of their 
envy for some trifling quality or advan- 
tage, whiclvit is-'scarcely worth while to* 
possess. They next proceed to make a ge« 
neral profession of their own good^will and' 
regard for him. Thus, artfully removing 
any suspicion of their designs, and clearing^ • . 
all obstructions for the insidious wound 
they are about to give : for who will sus- 
pect them of aa intention to injure the ob- 
ject of their peculiar and professed esteem ? 
Ango'is less reasonable and more sincere 
than envy — anger breaks out abruptly — envy 
isa great prefacer — anger wishestobe undei -. 
stood at once — envy is fond of remote hints 
and ambiguities^ but obscure as its oracles 
are, it never ceases to deliver them until they 
are perfectly comprehended. Anger gives 
a broken, vehement, and inten-upted narra- 
tive — envy tells a more consistent, and' 
more probable, though a falser tale. 
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Aager never consults times or seasons — 
envy w^^its for the lucky moment, when the 
bU)^w it meditates may b^ mz^de the most 
exquisitely, and the most incurably deep. 
Swpjle anger soon runs itself out of breath, 
an j 18 exhausted at the end of its tale ; but,, 
it is for that chosen period that envy has 
treaiured up the most t)arbed aiTOw, in its 
whole quiver. 

Anger puts a man out widi himself ; but 
the truly, malicious, generally preserve the ' 
appearance of self-possession, or they could 
not so effectually injure. The angry, maa ' 
sets out, by destroying his whole credit witk 
you at once ; for he very frankly ocmfesses^ 
his abhorrence, and detestation of the ob« 
ject of his abuse, while the envious man,, 
carefully suppresses all his own share in the 
affair. 

The angry man defeats the end of his re- • 
sentment, by keeping himself continually be- 
fore your eyes, instead of his enemy ; while 
the envious man wilfully brings forward 
the object of his malice, and keeps himsel£ 
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^tnit'cff sight; The angry man telks loudly 
'•vof his ofwn wrongs ; the envious, of his ad- 
• vcrsary's injustice, A passionate person, if 
Ws resentments are not complicated with 
malice, divides his time, between sinning 
and sdrrowing, and as the irascible passions 
<:annot constantly be at work, his heart 
may sometimes get a holiday. 

Anger is a violent act— envy a constant 
'liabit : No one can be always angry, but he 
may be always envious. An afigry man's 
enmity (if he be generous,) will subside, 
when the object of his resentment becomes 
^unfortunate ; but the envious man can ex- 
tract food for his malice, out of calamity 
Itself, if he finds his adversary bears it with 
dignity, or is pitied, or assisted in it. The 
'rage of the passionate man is totally extin- 
guished by the dearth of his enemy ; but 
*the hatifed of the malicious is not buried, 
'even in the grave of his rival— He will 
envy the good name he has left behind him ; 
-he will envy him the tears of his widow, 
the prosperity of hi« children, the esteem 
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of his friends dhe praises of his epits^h* 
my, the very magnificence of his fbnenL. 
The car of jaiaasf, heaieth all diingh 
(ays the wise man,) firequendyy I believe, 
more tfian is uttered, which makes die 
company of the persons infected mth it 
still more dangerous. When you tell those 
of an envious disposition, any circumstance 
that has happened to another, dioug^ they 
^perfectly know of whom you are speaking, 
they often afiect to be at a loss — ^to forget 
his name, or to misapprehend you in some 
respect or other, and this merely, to have 
a greater opportunity of slily gratifyiiig 
their malice, by mentioning some unhappy 
defect, or personal infinmty he labours im* 
>der ; and not contented, ^' to tack his every 
, error to his name," they will, by way of fur- 
.ther explanation, have recourse to the £uilts 
of his £ither, or the misfortunes of his fa- 
vmily ; and this, with all the seeming sim« 
plicity and candour in the world, merely for 
the sake of preventing mistakes, and to clear 
4jp every doubt of his identity* If you ase 
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.'-speaking of a lady, for instance, they wiU, 
- perhaps, embellish their enquiries, by ask- 
^ing, 'Vifyou mean her, ivhose grandfather 
■^as a bankrupt ? though she has the vanity 
to keep a chariot, whilst others, much bet- 
ter bom, walk on foot.;" or, they will after- 
"tfrards recolleot, *^ that you may possibly mean 
• her cousin, of the siame name, whose mo* 
'. ther was suspected of such, or such an in- 
, discretion, though : the daughter, had the 
good luck to make her fortune, by marry- 
ing, while her betters are over- looked." 

To hint at a faulty does more mischief 
»than speaking out.; for whatever is left for 
. the imaginatioaxto finish, will not^failto be 
overdone; every hiatus will be more than 
, filled up, and every pause, more than sup- 
j)lied. There is less malice, and less mis- 
xhief too, in telling a man's name, than the 
initials of it, as a worthier person, maybe 
, 'involved in the .most disgraceful suspicion, by 
•such a dangerous ambiguity* It is not un- 
common for the envious, after having at- 
tempted io deface the fairest character so in- 
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dttftriously, that they are afraid you ^wiH 
begin to detect their malice, to endeannoor 

^to remove your aiqpicioiis effectually, by 
Jttsoring you, that what tbey have just se- 
lated, is only the popular opmion, they 

-themselves, can never believe things are so 
•bad, asthoyave saidtobe; for thdrpaityit 
is a rule with them, always to ^lope die 
best. It is their way never to believe, ta 

*uipon 'ill of any one: they will, however, 
mention the story in all companies, that tfaey 
may do their friend the service of protesting 

nhe disbelief of it. More reputations are thus 

.'hinted away by false friends, than are openly 
destroyed by, public enemies. An i/\ or a 
butf or a viodified look ; an ambigiums 
shake of the headj or a bnguid defence^ 

'Will demolish a character more eiFectually, 

•than the whole artillery of malice, when 

•openly levelled against it. 

It is not that envy never praises— No, 

'that would be making a public profession of 
itself, and advertising its own malignity v; 
whereas the greatest success of its efforts^ 
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^*dtpeaiik oa the coacealraent of their end — 

"^IVhen envy intends to strike a stroke of 
Machiavelian policy, it affects the language 
of the most exaggerated applause, though 

>it generally takes care that the subject of 

^ its pangyric shall be a very indifferent and 
common character, so that it is well aware^ 

- none of its praises will stick. 

It is the unhappy nature of envy, not to 
be contented with positive misery, but to be 
continually aggravating its own torments, 

-by comparing them with the felicities of 
others. The eyes of envy, are perpetually 

'fixed on the object which, disturbs it; nor 
can it avert them from it, though to pro- 
cure itself the relief of a temporary forge t- 
fulness — On seeing the innocence of the 
first pair :— 



." Aside, the devil tum»d 



For envy; yet, with jealous leer malign, 
Ey'd them askiAxie.*' 

As this enormous sin chiefly instigated 
the revolt, and brought oa the ruin of the 

VOL. I. L 



146 eLEANINGS OP WIT. 

angelic spirits ; so it is not improbable, that* 
it will be a principal instrument of misery in 
a future world for the envious to compare 
their desperate condition with the happiness 
of the children of God, and to heighten their 
actual wretchedness, by reflecting on what 
they have lost. Envy, like lying and in- 
gratitude, is practised with more frequency, 
because it is practised with impunity ; but 
there' being no human laws against these 
crimes, is so -far from an inducement to 
commit them, that this verv consideration 
would be sufficient to deter the wise and 
good, tf all others were ineflFectual ; for of 
/ how henious a nature must those sins be, 
which are judged above the reach of hu- 
man punishment, and are reserved for the 

final justice of God himself! 

H. 

ANECDOTE. 

In the reign of Queen Anne, a very lu- 
crative post under government, became 
vacant, and many canditates solicited 
ministry for it; among whom, the most 
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'tirgent and importunate person was judged 
-by the minister, inadequate to fill it.— • 
liherefore, to rid himself of him, and his 
disagreeable importunity together, he de- 
termined to ^oze him, the next time he 
came, with some obscure question. 

Accordingly, when he made his appear- 
ance, iie told him, if he could inform. 
him ^* who were Melchizedcck's father and 
another, his request should be granted, and 
the place given to him,'* He thanked 
his lordship, and only requested one day to 
xonsider of it. He now prepared two 
.large bags of money, of various coins, so 
that he was certain their legends contained 
-all the letters of the alphabet ; then ordered 
his coach, and drofe away to the minister's 
house ; who, when he saw the gentleman's 
.servants sweating, and handitig in the 
specie, began to conceive a better opinion 
•of his abilities, came to the door, and ic- 
rCeived him veiy politely ; *^My lord," ?aid 
he, " the large bag, contains all the letters 
-that compose his father's name, as the^ 
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lesser one does, that of his molher^s ; I 
make no doubt, but your lordship has saga^ 
city enough to put them together ;'* which 
so pleased the minister, that he shook him 
heartily by the hand, and vowed, ** He 
was the best scholar he had ever met with ; 
for he had proposed the same query to 
many learned men, divines especially, who 
were unanimous, that he never had a 
father or mother — but you, learned sh\ 
have convinced mej and shall have imme- 
diate admission." On this account, dur- 
ing the remainder of that administration, on 
every promotion, it became proverbial, and 
common to say — " We suppose, he has had 
the recommendation of Melchizedeck^s fa^ 
ther and mother." 

Anecdote of Milton^ not generally 

known. 

The freedom and asperity of his various 
attacks on the character and prerogative 
of the late King, rendered him peculiarly 
obnoxious^ when the restoration was ac- 
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compiished. To save himself therefore, 
fron* the fury of the court, x^hich he had 
so highly incensed, and the vigilance of 
^which, from the emissaries employed, it 
became so difficwk to elude, he connived 
<with his frieads, in effecting the following 
innocent imposture : The report of his 
death, was so industriously circulated , that 
the credulity of the public swallowed the 
bait prepared for them. The coffiv^ the 
mourners J and other apparatus of his fu- 
neral were exhibited at his house, with the 
same formality as if he had been really 
dead. A figure of him, as large and 
heavy as life was actually formed, laid 
out, and put into a lead coffin, and the 
whole solemnity acted in all its parts. It 
is said, when the truth was known, and he 
was found to be alive ; notwithstanding, 
the most inconiestible evidence, that he had 
bepn thus openly interred, the wits about 
the court of King Charles 11. made them- 
selves exceedingly merry with the strata- 
gem, by which the poet had preserved his 

L 3 
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life ^That lively and good-natured mcfc 

parch, discovered to himself not a Iktle sa- 
tisfaction in finding, that by this ing^kiious 
txpedient, his reign had not been tarnished 
with the blood of a man, already blind, by 
application, infirmity, and age ; and who, 
under all his dreadful misfortunes, had writ* 
ten Paradise Lost. 

LINES ON A MELANCHOLY CATA^ 

STROPHE. 

Oh ! sleep, soft soother of terrestrial woes, 
Thou sweetest blessing to the breast of care ; 

What thoughts are these, which baffle my repose: 
WliaC mournful sounds which vibrate on mine ear. 

Dark was the night, and harsh the sounding wind, 
No twink'ling star illum'd the dismal ikf ; 

As weary on my cOuch, I lay reclinM, 

And sought the pleasure of a slumbering eye.- 

Sudden the >vind grew calm, pale Cynthia's light. 

Stole by degrees, and shed a silver gleam ; 
A form appear'd to my astonish'd sight— 
. A form more lovely, e'en than Cynthia's beam. 
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Hear me> dear- youth, the shadowy phantom said» 
If e*er to pity's pangs thou wcrt a slave : 

Oh ! listen to a lost, unhappy maid, 

'WJio, seeking pleasure, found a wat'ry grave. 

Oh ! teach the fair of Albion's happy isle, 

By my example, to avoid my fate ; 
Nor leave that country, where benignly smile 

AH Nature's beauties—for ideal state. 

Nor mine alone— we left our native land. 

To seek for riches on a distant shore. 
Of lovely maidens—- an unhappy band ; 

But, ah ! Ve saw our native land nO more. 

Scarce were the sails unfurled to meet the breeze, 
To waft our -bark to a more wealthy clime, 

When fierce the storm, and boist'rous jrag'd the seas; 
A storm, too fata],' to our youthful prime. 

'Twas then, forlorn, we cast a longing eye, 

T' wards the blest shores, where peace and yoQ re- 
main ! 

Alas ! how dreadfifl, to be doom'd to die, 
And never tread ouroiative land again ! 

Who can describe the horrors of the scene! 

When dashing billows seiz'4 our frighted ears ! 
Ahd cruel winds around us, whistl'ing keen. 

Proclaimed our fate, and realis'd our fears. 

L 4- 
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Wlijr tbooki a fnai3cB tinst die bouf roBS «»» 
And tempt lier fortune ona diitaat coast ? 

If not £ur Albion better form'd to pleaie» 
Hob all that sultry India's dime can boart ? 



Are theie not swains— bat, ^! -be theirs At emit, , 
Who sttffrr beauty to dcteit their Aofc ? 

Why drtY€ your maidens to an alien cUme ? 
Why» let soft Hymen, his lost state deplose? 

Oh 1 yet, recal him, and restore his tfarooc* 
Let not the God of vlituoos love despair I 

Beauty and virtue still shall be yourown* 
And ev'ry blessing fall to Albion's share. 

CURIOUS LEGACY. 

Instead of the fables and fie tionS) .com- 
monly retailed, hear the history of a par- 
son, in the vicarage of Antwerp : 

With a spirit of oeconomy, that would 
not suffer him to squander away his sub- 
stance, as many do in luxurious, or idle ex- 
pcnces, he was enabled, in time, to amass 
a good fortune. But neither his prudence, 
nor his riches, could avert the stroke of 
death. He became dropsical, and having 
no hopes of recovery from the physicians, 
whom he consulted, he made up his mind • 



h- 
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dotted ' to pious and charitaUe usesy all 
that belonged to him, not ovedooking the 
disposal of the most minute article of fur- 
niture in his house ; and after he had set- 
tied all his afiairs, and quieted his con-' 
science, he thought of nothing but dying in . 
peace. 

In this conjuncture, there came brother 
Lewis, and brother Simon, two dominicans, 
of Antwerp, who preached in the neighbour- 
hood, and had been often entertained at the' 
parson's house. TTiey reckoned on this oc- 
x:asion, as usual, to find good fare, and 
comfortable lodging ; but, for once, they 
were disappointed, and were obliged to go 
farther for a dinner. 

Nevertheless they made inquiry, con- 
cerning the particular circumstances of the 
sick man's disorder: they felt his pulse, . 
examined his arms, his legs, his body, and 
' with a compassionate air, agreed, " that 
he was too far gone, for hope ; and that 
the evil had increased to such a pitch, that 
it would be impossible to stop the growth ^ 
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of It." As- they were gping. out,, it oc* 
corred to their reflection, -that theparson, 
having been a good oeconomist all his life, 
ought to have plenty of money in his cofr 
fers-; and they formed a project for ridding 
him of part of it. ** We want money 
for our library," said they to each other, 
^' if we could -get it from this bloated di- 
vine, we should meet with a hearty wel- 
come from the prior of the convent." This 
idea so forcibly impressed them, ,that they 
resolved to follow it up ; and, in conse* 
quen^, i)rother I^wis,.,as the most pcrsua* 
iMve speaker of . the two, undertook the 
office. He returned then to the patient, 
and began with the insinuating language of 
^votion, to discourse on death and repent* 
ance ; he exhorted the sick man to think 
on the salvation of his soul,, and to redeem 

his past olFences by charitable donations. 

• 

•* That has already been my care," answered 
the dying man : .'* Of all my worldly.pos- 
sessions, there is none that I have not given, 
or bequeatlied, for the love pf God^.and 
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«v€ry thing about me, .to the very bed you 
sec me lying ou, has its allotment," — 
** What, Sir, have you given away all ?" 
cried . the monk, in astonishment. '< Buf 
know you not, that to please God, it is not 
enough to do acts of charity ; but that we 
should, according to the expression in scrips 
ture, examine how we do them." " I 
could not easily err in. that particular," re* 
plied the parson, ** this village, has fed 
me to the present hour; and to it, have I 
bequeathed my stock of grain,^ which may 
be worth ten livres. I have in jt, some 
needy relations, to whom I make the be- 
quest of my flocks, and my cattle ; I have 
not forgotten the orphans, nor the sick; 
I have left besides, the Beguins a legacy, . 
and the Cordellicrs, an hundred pence." 
** These disposals are, indeed, extremely 
meritorious;" said the monk, " but it 
seems, you have overlooked our brother- 
hood ; a convent full of such religious and 
holy persons, who fast incessantly, wear 
no linen, and every, day, offer up thcif. 
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prayers for you — ah, brother, God wH] not 
have mercy on you !" The priest, «ome- 
what astonished at this language, answered,, 
*• that he was very unfortunate^ in having 
been so precipitate ; but that it was now, 
to his great regret, too latt to repair his de- 
fitiency ; that he had now, nothing left to 
give — not a farthing — not a single grain.** 
The two monks, would not so easily give up 
their point, . but returned to the attaek. 
/' They proposed to have the will cancelled, 
and to have the disposal of some of the le- 
gacies altered, that they might come in for a 
share. Tf they might be believed, this was 
the most advisable bequest for one in his 
situation ; and in suggesting it to him, ,they 
avowed, '* That they had less regard to the 
distress of their monastery, however press- 
ing it might be, then to the tender solici- 
tude they felt for the salvation of his 
soul." 

This shameful, and unchristlan-like avi - 
dity raised the indignation of the parson, 
he resolved on punishing the two cajiting 
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hypocrites ; and before his deaths to divert 
(at their expcBce) the townsmen of Ant^- 
werp. 

** My .good brethren/* said he, after 
appearing to have been, for a few minutes, 
absorbed in contemplation. *^ I confess, 
that I have still remaining a precious jewel, 
of \rhich I did not take notice ;. but it is an 
article, that I cannot possibly part with, hft- 
fore 1 die ; and desperate as *my condition 
appears, I could not thiiik of giving it up^ 
for an hunciied marks in gold, if they were 
oflFered for it — I will, however, leave it' to 
you, after I am gone ; and, thank Qod, for 
having sent you here, while I am yet alive, 
to urge nie to the accomplishment of so 
good a work. Let your prior come. to.«mor- 
row, and I will make him a -formal assign^ 
mentof it." 

The monks, delighted at this promise, 
took their departure. On their arrival at 
the monastery, they had a chapter assem- 
bled there, gave a relation of the happy ef- 
fects thtir zeal had operated, and required^ 
to celebrate their good fortune, a feast, that 
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very night in the hall. This demand, wj» 
•seconded with great ardour, and unani- 
mously assented to. The prior sent for aH 
sorts of delicacies; instead of the wines, in 
common consumption, he ordered the very 
best and oldest the town could suf|>ly^. 
They caroused and sang, and drank to rheir 
dropsical benefactor, as well as to brother 
•Lewis, who, puffed up with the success of 
his eloquence, made an effort, to preserve 
'.£in air of modest diffidence. 

All this while^ the bells were ringing in 

cpeals, as if . the body of a saint had arrived; 

the neighbours, stunned with the noise, en- 

.quired what festival they were celebrating •? 

iln the midst, however, of their holy of- 

.giei, brother Lewis, in the true spirit of a 

-consummate politican, whom neither glory 

nor pleasure can divert from the 'Steady 

^prosecution of his design,^ brought back the 

<:on8ideration of his brethren to the jewel, 

and recommended, **^ tliat the necessary 

-provisions should be made for the next day's 

journey. For his own pari, being eager to 
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have the honour of accomplishing the work 
himself, he was of opinion, that it was 
needless, for the prior to gire himself the 
trouble of going to the village, and offered 
himself to return there with brothei s Giles, 
Nicholas, and Robert.'* 

^FuU power was given hira, to settle this 
matter as he pleased — Mirth and wine 
united, had rendered them so giddy, that 
-whatever he had thought proper to recom- 
mend, would have been honoured with the 
same implicit assent. 

The following day, on the fiyst dawn of 
the morning, the ffour associates set our, 
and -never stopped until they anived at the 
A^illage ; so api>rehensive were they of com- 
ing too late, and finding the parson dead. 
They salpted him devoutly in the Lord's 
nam«, and asked him ^'^ if he did not find 
himself a little easier ?" ** Alas ! my wor- 
thy brothers," he answered, ** my hour 
approaches ; nevertheless, you are welcome; 
1 have not forgot the promise, which I 
made yesterday to brother Lewis — Let one 
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go to the town ; it will be proper to bring; 
the mayor and the sheriffs, that they may 
witness the grant, and thus prevent any 
one, from contesting itwith you.** 

This was a fresh sally of the parson's 
roguishness, to give them the trouble of 
another march. The four monks, all 
smoking with perspiration, with their 
mouths open, and tongues hanging out^ 
looked like greyhounds, that had been all 
day on the chace. Brother Giles, and bro- 
ther Robert, nevertheless, offered to return^ 
to Antwerp ; and notwithstanding their fa* 
tigue, set out again upon the expedition*— 
at last, after a few hours had els^psed, they, 
avrived with the magistrates. 

The parson, after paying his respects to 
these officers, and :dc<siring the|n to sit 
down, addressed them in the following 
words: 

" I was yesterday, gentlemen, as you 
iK)w behold me, laying on this painful 
couch, when brother Lewis, whom you 
•ce before you, came with one of bis asso-» 
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ciatesy to take up his loggings in my 
'house: like a worthy preacher of God*s 
word, he exhorted me to death and re- 
pentance; and above all, to redeem my 
sins, by a legacy to his convent. He re- 
presented to me, through zeal for my saWa- 
•tion, that if I did not bequeath them 
•something, God would have no mercy on 
me; when I, on my part, like a true 
christian,; who is anxious for the future 
welfare of his soul, recollected, that I had 
still something left, very valuable, which 
I might present to them : — I declare then, 
gentlemen, that from this moment, I be- 
-queath it to them in full right to have, and 
hold it after my decease." 

The monks scarcely knew what to think 
of this speech ; half serious, and half iro- 
nical. They pretended, however, not to 
understand the reproof, wliich the parson's 
-sneer had conveyed; and brother Lewis, 
(the orator of the embassy,) pressed the dy- 
ing man, to declare at once to the magis- 
trates, what this valuable bequest was : — ^ 

Vox. I. M 
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/^Mygoocl friends," said he, **it ismyblad- 
der, of which I desire them to make a purse» 
io go about and receive their legacies iu — 
My disorder must have made it laigc— it 
will hold a good deal ; and I wish them 
success in filling it." At these words, all 
who were present, magistrates, attendants, 
and others, set up so loud and hearty a 
lavghy that the monks withdrew inconfu- 
«ion, cuising brothier Lewis, and his elof 
qtience. What happened at his return^ lean- 
not say i but know that the a&ir was soon 
circulated through the town of Amwerp, 
and liad such an eftect, that for a long 
time, no jacobine co^uld shew his face 



in it." 



A IcileVp from the Earl of Derby to 
Oliver Cromwell. 

The following letter was written by an 
Earl of Derby to Oliver Cromwell ; it is 
couched in strong terms of dissatisfaction 
towards the usurper; and breathes an her 
roic spirit, and loyalty for his Soverergh. 
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*' I received your letter with indigna- 
tiop, and with «€oni — I return you this 
4inswer| that I cannot but wonder, whence 
you should gather hopes from me, that I 
should (like you,) prove xreacherous to 
my $overeigo, since you cannot be insen^ 
^ible of my forp^er actions in his late Ma- 
jesty's service, from which principle of 
loyalty, I am no \yay^ dqparted. 

** I scorn your proffers ; I disdain your 
favour; I abhor your treasons ; and am so 
far from delivering this island to your ad- 
vantage, that I will keep it to the utmost 
pf my power to your*destruction. 

'^ Take this final answer, and forbear any 
further solicitations; for if you trouble 
4|ne with any more messengers, upon this 
^ccason, I will bum the paper, and hang 
'the bearer.— 

; ^ This is the immutable rosolutlon, and 
-^hall be the undoubted practice of him 
who accounts it the chiefest glory to be 

' his Majesty's most loya^, 

CaitletQwn, »od obedient s^ject, 

July If, tSig. (Signed) Derby." 

M 2 
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Anecdote of fhe Masked Mariy r^ho ciJA 
off the head of King Charles I. 

I-ord S 9 who commanded the Eng- 
lish army at the battle of Dettingen, fcH 
under the displeasure of King George II. 
for having given his royal master, a lesson 
of prudence and caution. 

His lordship finding he possessed few of 
the requisites for a courtier, retired into 
Scotland ; 1)ut upon his leaving the conti- 
Tient, he received a letter, appointing place 
and time, upon business of the last mo-^ 
mcnt. He arrived, without any attendants, 
fcut not totally divested of fear; when he 
entered agarret, that announced every spe-^ 
cies of misery. He perceived, by the 
glimmerings of an obscure lamp, an old 
man, stretched out upon a bed, who had 
«carcciany vestige of a human form. — '» 
" My Lord," said he, " I was impatient 
to see you -, and I felicitate you on the 
lawrels you have-so recently won ; be seated, 



CLEANINGS OFWIT. ii)6 

andfear nothing from^ a> man» who h ia 
his- hundred and twenty-fifth, year." He 
made the panegyric of thi?. general ; and 
condemned the injustice of his sovereign ; 

He then asked Lord S , he did not 

want certain instruments which related to 
his family* his nobility, and his fortune. — 
" Yes," replied his lordship, with emo- 
tion ; " I have lost certain papers, whicli 
deprive me of a great part of my inherit- 
ance." Upon this, he gave his lordship 
the key of a casket, in which were depo- 
sited the writings in question. *' To 
whom" said he, " am I indebted fon this 
inestimable favour ?" ** Oh, my dear son," 
replied the old man, " come,, and embrace 

your great grandfathei'/' Lord S , was 

astonished at this- rencounter ; and was 
still more so, when he confessed, " tliat 
he was the masked executioner of Charles 
the First. An insatiable thirst of ven- 
geance suggested • this abominable crime; 
as I then looked upon this prince as my 
most cruel enemy, and persecutor ; I even- 

M 3 
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suspected him^ of having seduced my daugb- 
ter. I sacrificed my allegiance, to a thirst of 
revenge ; and I became the mere creature 
of Cromwell) who had seized upon the 
reins of government ;- and ias the last af- 
front to Majesty, the King knew, to whom 
he was indebted for his executioner. I 
have been a fugitive— a voluntary outcast 
in Europe, and Asia, for fourscore y^ars ; 
lost to my family^ the world, and to my- 
self — It appears to me, that Heaven has. 
permitted me to live thus long, as a punish- 
ment for my crime. 

**This casket, iS' the only remains of 
my fortune, and my pa^t existence ; I have^^ 
heard of your disgrace^^^and before I quitted 
this miserable existence^ I was willing ta 
contribute to your welfare ; the only re-^ 
turn, I ask,, is, that you will leave me to 
the habits of penitence, and shed a tear, 
to the memory of one,, who has incuired: 
the displeasure of the Ahnighty.'* la 
vain did Lord S. endeavour to recal his an- 
cestor to a sense of his danger, and to 
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fftess his retitm to Scotland ;. at last, be 
seemed to yield to his earnest solicitations ; 
but on his repeating the visit the next day, 
be found he had quitted the spot ; and 
notwithstanding every possible inquiry was 
made^ his fate remains a mystery to this 
ik>ur. 

Anecdote of the King of Prussia, 

In one of the' private visits, which the 
great Frederick was wont to pay his sol- 
diers, he met a jolly fellow, who had that 
cvening^deseited the service of Mars^for that 
©f Bacchus. The monarch,, entering in 
discourse with him, asked him, " How he 
was able, out of his small stipend, to make 
so large an offering to the God of wine ;" 
and added, ** I assure you, comrade, my 
pay is the same as yours; yet, I cannot 
afford it — Pray, tell me, how you can do 
this ?" " Give me your hand, my lad ; 
you seem an honest fellow, and I'll tell you 
the secret — to-day, I have been drinking 

JSi 4 
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with an old acquaintance ; 'tiy devilish 
,hard, you know, if one can't take a drop 
now and then with a friend y and on these 
occasions, a day's pay, is but a scanty 
allowance ; so I was- obliged to make use 
of the old expedient." <* What is that ?" 
said the King — '* Why, to pledge those of 
mv accoutrements, which I could best 
spare,, for a short time; a little frugality, 
will bring all even again, and then they 
may be redeemed. This morning, I parted 
with the blade of my sword, as we shall 
not have a field-day for some time, 1 shall 
not rhcrefore have any use for it." 

i'nedorick observed the man closely ; 
thanked him for his information, and 
then wished him a good night. The next 
day, the troops received an unexpected 
summons into the field. The King passed 
along the line, and recognizing his neze 
friend, oi*dered him,, and the immc^diate 
man behind him, from the ranks ; they 
were both commanded to strip, " Now,'* 
says the King, to his new companion;. 
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** draw your sword, and strike off that 
traitor's head." (pointing to the other.) 
** For Heaven's sake, my Liege, pardon me ; 
this ipan has been my comrade for more 
than fifteen years ; and should this cruel 
oflSce be laid on me, I should never know a 
moment's peace after : the King was deaf; 
since then. Sire, nothing I" can say can 
move you — I pray, that God may be 
moved to work a miracle in- my favour, 
and turn this into a wooden sword." He 
uttered this with a seeming fervour, and' 
feigned the greatest astonishment, when 
he found it had happened as he wished. 
The King, knowing the artifice, could not 
but admire the fellow's ingenuity, and not 
only pardoned, but rewarded him. 

ANECDOTE OF CHELSEA HOSPITAL. 

I 

When the garrison was withdrawn from* 
Tangiers, in the reign of Charles II. there 
were among them a considerable number 
of aged and dccrepid persons. It was there^- 
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fore proposed, to build an hospital for 
them; and the King being applied to for 
a piece of ground for the scite for it, gave- 
the spot, where it now stands ; but recol- 
lecting himself,, odd so, said he, " I have 
already given it to Nell here,'* meaning: 
Nell Gwynn, the actressy who was! present ;. 
she, who was the most generous of all 
human, beings, said, *' Have you so, 
Charles ? then I will give it to you 
ajain," and the hospital was built. The* 
King, however,, built her a house in Pali- 
jnall — the house, since inhabited by Doctor 
Heberden, and which is the only one in 
Pall-Mall, exempt from a quit-rent from 
ihe crown.- 

Anecdote of tie late Sir Richarc^ ^ 

Jehb. 

. Not many years ago^. Sir Richard at- 
.#ended a tradesman, during a tedious iiU 
ness, whicli, at length, baffled all the doc- 
tors skill, and the patient died« 1 he \vi- 
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dow of the deceased desired the bill might 
be brought in^ which the baronet, from a 
consideration of her familjr, generously de- 
cloned, informing, her^ ** that when he found 
k necessary, he would make a demand of 
the money : A little time after the trades- 
nian's death,, finding her so much embar- 
rassed in her circumstances, as not to be 
able to answer some bills with that promp- 
titude in payment so necessary in fradc^ 
her creditors were alarmed, and all came 
upon her at once ^ Sr Richard, being in- 
formed of these circumstances, instantly 
laid in his claim,,, as a creditor of the de- 
ceased's estate. A meeting of the creditors- 
was held, at which the doctor was pre- 
sent ; on the business being adjusted,. and a. 
dividend made, Sir Richard,, with a genera-, 
iity, which reflects honour on his feelingf^ 
made the widow a present of the money, 
in the presence ©f the other creditors. 
Though this zftt of generosity, might have 
been supposed to excite a spirit of emula- 
tion ia. the breasis of ail .prejptnt — yev 
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fore proposed, to bnild an hospital for 
them ; and the King being appltnl to for 
X piece of ground for the scite for it, gave- 
the spot, where it now Gt^ds ; but recol- 
lecting himself,, odd so, said he, " I have 
already given it to Nell here," meaning: 
NellGwynn, theactresSiTvhonas present;, 
she, who wai the moit generoiM of all 
homan beings, nid, " Have you so, 
Charles i then I will give it to you- 
again," and the faoiiutal yn» built. Thd 
King, however^ built her « house m Pall- j 
jtiall — ihe house, 
llcberden, and 
Pall-Mail, 
the ciuwD. 
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Strange as- it may appear, not one of the 
others followed the example,, to the amount 
of a single shilling ! although every man, 
had received nearly the amount of his de- 
mand ! ! 

Anecdote^ and Portrait of a- perfect^ 

Miser, 

The miser doesnot consider himself such 
as he really is, otherwise, he would feel 
horror, instead of exultation at his cha- 
racter. He considers himself as a man of 
^exquisitefcr^casty a* an ceconomist, \yhosc 
thoughts stretch deep into futurity. 

When we read the miser of PlaUtus, and 
that of Moliere, we are tempted to believe, 
/that the distinguishing characteristics of the 
miser are exhausted ; but the following 
is, perhaps, not less true, nor less energetic, 
than those represented by these great mas- 
ters : — 

An original of this species, having heard 
of a famous physicianat Paris,, whose .par^ 
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isimony was earned to excess, had the curio- 
sity to pay htm a visit; he was a faithful 
.disciple^ who hunit with desire, to be 
taught lessons by a renowned master: 
.Having previously apprised him of his 
/Coming, by a message, he found him, about 
eight o'clock in the evening, in winter^ m 
- a smoky room, with a small lamp, that 
scarcely gave any light. He said to him, on 
entering, ** I am credibly informed, sir, that 
you are the greatest ceconomist in the world; 
J am somewhat of the ceconomist my- 
self, but would be glad to be better versed 
in the art : and it would be an infinite 
pleasure to me if you were to befriend me 
so far, a«s to -give me a few lessons of oeco- 
nomy.'* " Is this all you come for ?" re- 
plied, readily, the covetous doctor, who 
imagined, he was to have a patient, con- 
consulting him on hrs bod state of health— r 
^*« Wc have no manner of occasion to see^ 
in order to speak, and in the dark, our 
:thoughts will admit of fewer distractions ;" 
he immediately put out the light. " Ah 1 
dear sir," cried the humble disciple, " thi» 
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lesson of occouomy is quite enough for me^ 
I plainly see, that I shall never be other- 
wise than a scholar, under the tuition of so 
^reat a master ; but, I protest to you, that 
I will profit by what I have seen ;** so say- 
ing, he witlidrew, grqping his way dowa 
€taHrs./ 

T-HE FORCE OF ELOQUENCE* 

Anecdote of Julius Casar. 

When Quintus Ligarius was proseeutcd, 
for bearing arms against Cxsar, and Cicero 
had undertaken tp plead his cause : Csesar 
is reported to have -said— ^*' Why, may 
not we give 'ourselves a pleasure, which 
we have not enjoyed so long, that ojF 
hearing Cicero speak, ; since t have already 
taken my resolution as to Ligarius, who is 
clearly a bad man, as well my enemy ?** 
but he was greatly moved, when Cicero 
began ; and his speech, as it proceeded, 
had such a variety of pathos, so irresistible 
a charm, that his colour often changed ; 
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and it was evident, that his mind wa^ torn 
with conflicting passions ; at last, when the 
orator toached on the battle of Pharsalia, 
he was so extremely aflTected, that hia 
whole frame trembled, and he let fall 
some . papers out of his hand ; thus coHt 
qpered by the forcq of cloj^iience, he acr 
quitted Ligarius. 

ANECDOTE OF DOCTOR GOLDSMITH. 

The doctor happened one night, at the 
theatre at Coyent-Garden, to be in the 
same stage-^box with the Marquis of Lans- 
down, when the doctor, who was a perfect 
stranger, was introduced to tiis lordship. 
The latter professed hitnself very happy in 
being honoured with the doctor-s company^ 
and invited him to supper, which was ac- 
x^epted. However, in the course of con- 
versation at the theatre, his lordship ob- 
served, ** that the public papers had giveti 
him the tide o( Malagriday hut for what 
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reason, he could not discover" — ** X^or /, 
either y^ said the doctor, " for every body 
knows, tliat Malagrida was an honest 
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'J 'his abrupt and uncourtly wit, lost the 
doctor a supper, and the honour of his lord- 
ship's good opinion, who never spoke to 
him during the remainder of .the enter- 
tainment, or cook notice of him at parting. 

CHINESE PROS'ERBS. 

A .great talkei* never wants enemies— 
The man of sense speaks little, and heai's 
much. 

Do not entertain a man who Jias just 
jcceived a disappointment with an accouut 
of your own success. 

In company^ set a guard upon your 
tongue — and in solitudCy upon your heart. 

The most ignorant have knowledge 
jenough to discern the faults of others. 

•The most clear-sighted are blind to 
their own. 
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' "When a man says, *^ let me wait a little, 
"when I have something to spare, I will 
-relieve the poor" — Tliis man, wrll never 
^relieve the poor. 

A'NECBorE. 

The late .Bishop Maddox, (having been 
disappointed in an application he made to 
Mr.'^Pelham,'on the behalf of a very parth- 
cular friend;) determined -to shew his re- 
sentment, by opposing a certain ministerial 
measiirej^ then in agitation ; and accord- 
iligly «poke against it, in his place, not 
without some 'acrimonious reflections, oa 
the general conduct of the then adminis- 
tration. 

Thc'Duke of Newcastle, in reply, hav- 
ing acknowledged, that the ministry were 
not, nor could it be expected to be infal- 
lible, went on thus, ** for example— my 
lords, we endeavour to' fill that bench 
with as good, and sensible men as we can 
iind ; but notwithstanding all our care 
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and circumspection, an add, wrong-headed 
mauj will sometimes get seated vpoa- 
it, and pat us to the blush, for our inad-: 

vertency." 

AN OLD ROMAN ANECDOTE. 

A farmer, in the country, 'was to 
like Augustus, that every body took ao-j 
tice of the similitude, andftie had himl^blf 
the curiosity, when he heard of it, to lend 
for him to court. 

When the farmer made his appesrance, 
Augustus was so affected with the-striking, 
likeness, that he asked him, ^. if his mother 
had ever visited the court ?" The man^r 
comprehending the drift of the questional 
readily answered, <^ that'^his mother had 
never been at Rome, but that hisyiiM^*. 
had often been.*' The honest farmer, 
might have consulted his own interest 
more, perhaps, by a different reply ; but> 
it is probable that he was piqued, by the 
insinuated reflection on his mothers repu« 
tation. 
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SUstoricid FactSy concerning Jealousy^ 

" The poets, have compared jealousy to a 
fury, with a pale and livid complexion^ 
.pursued by remorse ; abhorred by all na^ 
tture, and hated by herself : — 

** Gabrielle de Bergy^ of an illustrious 
li^th, and who lived in the time of the 
C^sades was the victim of this implacable 
fury. The amiable Gabrielle, brought up 
from her infancy^ with Ravul de Coucy, a 
young man of great hopes, had conceived 
for him, the tenderest sentiments. De 
Coucy, on his side, could not imagine a 
greater happiness, than the pleasing assur- 
ance, of spending the rest of his days with 
Gabrielle ; but the parents of this young 
lady, who, undoubtedly, were never sensi- 
ble of the sweets of an union, formed by 
esteem and tender love, delivered her into 
the hands of FaycU a cruel, barbarous, 
and jealous man ; this savage, made it a 
a crime in her, to have a heait of sensibi- 
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lirr ; in Tain, die unfortunate wife strovey 
to calm the sospidons of her tyrant, %j 
the most discreet behaviooTy and a due at- 
tention to all his injunctions ; she could 
not aroid being consigned over to the 
horrors of a dark dungeon. De Coucy^ 
informed of the treatment of one so dear 
to him, and still dearer, hy reason of her 
sufferings, consents to remore at a distance* 
from die place of her habitation — ^he does 
more — ^he conceives the generous design 
of going to seek death, in battle against 
the Saracen — too h24>py, if his death couM 
appease Fayel's jealousy, and mitigate fhe 
sufferings of the unfortunate G^rielle. 
He puts himself at the head of two hun- 
dred diosen cavaliers, and exerts prodigies 
of valour ; but, as he was exposing him- 
self to the hlow that was to rob him 
•of life, he soon found death over a heap 
of killed and wounded saracens : perceiv- 
ing his end approach, he calls his squire^ 
suid with a hand, he scarce was able to 
stretch forth, gave him a letter, which he 
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Eadjust written on his buckler — •* Do not 
lament my destiny," said -he, << rather la- 
ment the distress of her, who could not 
move a barbarous husband to pity ; carry 
to that adorable object my hearty and thi& 
letter^ wherein I have endeavoured to maik 
out a few words — I trust to thy. zeal, for 
my scrvkc*.'* andhe expired*. The squire^ 
^ better to atqpk himself of hiscommis* 
sion^ disguises himself, and lepairs to the 
•nvirons of Fayel's castle^ in order to espy. 
out the moment of getting into it, without 
being perceived ; but this^jealous man, wha~ 
was always in motion^ and prying abouty. 
was the first to take notice of him — He 
instantly takes- him for one of his. rivals ;. 
thinks he knows^. him ;■ and stealing ^softly 
vpon him,, stabs, and kills him. with a 
poniard. He soon found it was De Coucy's 
squire,, and dreading all,, from such a rival, 
be hastens, to rifle tlie faithful domestic. 
How great was the joy of his soul, on seeing 
the heart of him, he was under such dismal 
a^preliensions of ! But when he had done: 
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1 eading tte lover's letter ; a letter, so full 
of tenderness, jealousy seized Bpon all his 
senses ; it inspired him with the most hor* 
rid of projects; ^^ I will have this hean,*' 
said he, '^ so beloved by a perjured wife, 
presented to her, as a dish of nieat'* — 
His orders were given ; the fatal meal was 
served up ; Gabrielle, that day, felt some 
unaccountable boding, and quaked with 
dread, as she approached her husband — He 
presses, and solicits her to cat — She yieldf^ 
to his entreaties. *^ This diih," said he 
to her, with a cruel and iiialicious sniile^ 
*^ ought indeed, to please thfee, for it is the 
heart of tliy lover." She immediately falls- 
Senseless to the ground ; but her husband,. 
whose revenge, was hot yet compleat, cn-^ 
deavours to recover her; — When she wa» 
come a little to herself, he commands her, 
With the greatest menaces, to read the let-^ 
ter he presented to her. Gabrielle> re* 
ceives it» amazed and astonished ; but she 
scarce had perceived the characters, drawn 
by the faithful De Coucy, informing her, 
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•^ that he died with joy, for her siJi^e''-»«- 
-when a mortal cold overwhelmed bor 
seojses ; Fayet makes new efforts, to c$| 
her back to life — but she was no more ! 1 

Jealousy^ gave occasion to a like di$- 
aster, in the reign of Charles the Second, 
King of Spain. 

The Marquis D'Astorgas, of the house 
of Ossora, was enamoured of a young and 
l^eautiftil wQman< — His wife, hearing of 
this intrigue, went forthwith,. well escorted, 
to see her husband's mistress, and killed 
I^er with her own^ hands ; sjie afterwards, 
plucked her heart out of her, which she 
procured^ to be dressed in a ragout, and 
^rved up to her husband. When he had 
eaten of it ; she asked him, ^^ If he 
liked it ?" he answered, ^^ Yes." *^ I am 
not sqrprMfed at it," said &l>e, ^^ for it is the 
heart of thy mistress, whom thou hast loved 
so i:pu^h.y With, these wprds,. she took 
Aiit of a. drawer, her head, sulf all over 
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bloody^ and rolled it along the table^ where 
the unhappy lover was sitting, with seve- 
ral of his friends. His wife^ disappeared 
that instant^ and took refuge in a convent^ 
where she became mad, through rage and. 
jealousy. 

The jealousy of the wife^ frequently 
contributes tt>''make the husband incon* 
stant. 

'^ Whoever is suspicious,"* says a modenn^ 
author, " makes an invitation to trea-*- 
chery ," for which reason, a sensible wo- 
man, who was, told ^^ that her husband made 
love to several pretty women :" answered^ 
very discreetly, " I littJe mind kcw my 
husband bestows his heart in the day i 80> 
that he brings it home to me ztnight.*^ 

LEARNING — A MbRAL TALE. 

Dabschelim, King, of the Indies^ pos* 
sessed a library so large,, that it required a 
hundred bramins to revisci. and to keep it 
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ih. order ; and a thousand dromedaries, ta 
carry the books^ As he had no intention 
to read, all it contained, he commanded hi) 
bramin, to make extracts from it, for his 
use, of whatever they judged most valu* 
able, in every branch of literature. These 
doctors, imracdiatelv undertook to form. 
such an abridgement; and after twenty 
years labour, composed from their several 
collections, a small Encycloposdca, consist- 
ing of twelve thousand volumes, which 
thirty camels could scarcely carry ; they 
had the honour to present this^ to the 
King, but were astoni&hed, to hear him 
say, *^ That he would not read a work,, 
that was a load for thirty camels." They 
then reduced their extracts, so that they 
might be carried by fifteen'; afterwards, by 
ten ; and then by four ; and then, by two 
dromedajies — -At last, no more books were 
left than were sufficient, to load a mule o£ 
ordinary strength. Unfortunately, Dab- 
schellro, had grown old, while his library 
^as abridging,, and did not expect to liv« 
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long enough to read t» the end, this mas- 
ter-piece of learning. The sage Pilpai,- 
his vizier, therefore thus addressed him :— 

** Though I have had an imperfect 
knowledge of the library of your sublime 
Majesty ; yet I can make a kind of ana- 
lysis, of what it contains — very short, 
but extremely careful; you may' read it 
in a minute ; yet, it will afford you suffi- 
cient matter for meditation during your 
whole life^" 

At the same time, the vizier took the 
leaf of a palm-tree, and wrote on it,. 
with a pencil of gold, the four following 
maxims i. — 

1st. In the greater part of science, there 
is only this single word, perhaps, in all 
history, but these phrases : — 

They were bora; they were wretched ; 
and they died. 

2nd. Take pleasure in nothing, which 
is not commendable ; and do every things 
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^liichyou takfe a plcasnre in. Think no- 
thing, but what is true ; and do not utter 
all you think. 

3d. Oh! ye Kings;. subdue your pas- 
sions ; reign over yourselves ; and you^ 
will consider the government of the world, 
only as recreation, 

4th. Oh, ye Kings ! Oh,, ye Nations ! 
listen to a truth,- ye can nfever hear too 
often, and which sophists pretend to doubt. 

There is no happiness, without virtue ; 
aaid no virtue, without the fear of the 
Gods. 

Anecdote of Fredericky King of 

Prussia, 

Notwithstanding this Prince's philoso* 
phy,^^ he had moments of turbulent pas* 
si on — An instance of this came to the 
writer's knowledge, from his own lips.. 
He was very fond of music, and a goodi 
performer on the German flute ; neverthe- 
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less, meeting with a very, difficult ceii«^ 
eertOy. which he could not go through to^ 
his satisfaction^ he was so enraged^.that he 
broke his flute to pieces; however, recol* 
Ibcting himself, in a few minuter, he ga- 
thered up the fragments, and committed* 
them to the flames ; that even his attend>« 
ants, might not discover his weakness,, 
saying, at the.same time,.*' How my ene- 
mies would triumph, if they knew this !'' 

Anecdote of Doctor Johnson*. 

By the end of the year 1754, Johnsoa. 
had completed his copy of the Dictionary,, 
not more to his< own ease and satisfaction,, 
than to the joy of Millar,., the bookseller^, 
the principal proprietor of the work, and. 
the guardian,, or treasurer of the fund,, out 
of which the payments were from time tOv 
time issued^ Tosay the truth, his joy, on. 
thb occasion^ was so great,, that he could, 
not refrain from expressing it, somewhat 
intemperately.^ as appears by the following. 
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acknowledgment, of the receipt of the last 
-sheet of the manuscript. 

•*' Andrew Millar^ sends his contph'ments 
^to Mr. Samuel Johnson, with the money 
-for the last sheet of the copy of the Dic- 
tionary, and thamks God lie has done with 
him." To which, Johnson^ returned this 
.good-humoi^red, and brief answer. 

^^ Samuel Johnson, returns his compli- 
ments to Mr. Andrew Millar, and is very 
glad to find, (as he does by his note J that 
Andrew Millar, has the grace^ to thaiik 
God for any thing/' 

Account of Longevity — with some re- 
viarkuhle Circumstances attendiftg it. 

In St. Martin'^ church, -in Leicester, 
there is an epitaph on Mr. John Heyrick, 
who died the 2nd of April, 1589, aged 76, 
expressing, " That he lived in one house 
with Mary, »his wife, 5^ years ; and in all 
t}iat time, never4>uried either man, wo«i«m. 
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or child^ though he had sometimes 20 ii 
family ; that his yyik lived to be 97 years 
old, and saw of children, grand-chil- 
dren, and great grand-children, to the num* 
berof 147. 

ANOTHER REMARKABLE INSTANCE. 

Michael Honeywood, a dean of Lin^ 
coin, was grand-child, and one of the 
three hundred and sixty-seven persons, 
that Mary, the wife of Robert Hony wood, 
did see, before she died^ lawfully descended 
from her, that is : — sixteen of her own ; 
one hundred and fourteen grand-children.; 
two hundred and tweniy-eight of the third 
.generation, and nine of the fourth: He 
was buried in Lincoln-Minster ; and this 
account, is taken from an historical de- 
description of that cathedral. 

Jnecdote of the Duke of Sully. 

The condjict of Sully, to Henry the 
•Fourth of France, was one continued ex. 
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^ample of that manly freedom, ^hich a 
faithful minister owes to his Sovereign. 
The following anecdote, among many 
others, proves the truth of this assertion. 

The King, in a weak moment, had 
given a written promise of marriage to 
Madepioiselle D'Enstrague, his mistress, 
and shewed it to Sully, for his opinion of 
the matter ; the minister took it — read it, 
and tore it in pieces. 

** Comment morblieu dit Henri, que 
,pretendez vous donne fuire ? Je crois que 
vous de fou ; II est vrai Sire," tut repartit 
Sully, '* Je suis fou, et plait a Dieu^ que 
je Ic /usse tout seu en France." 

Anecdote of the late Duke of Korthum^ 
berland^s Family. 

The late Mr. Butler, a gentleman of 
sciise, and the utmost integrity, was bred 
to the law ; but being either too nice^ or 
unfort-unate, he could not succeed in that 
liae, nor several others he engaged in ; and, 
at length, became a bankrupt. During this 
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distress, he was surprised . to find a ndte 
addressed to lihn, desiring him to wait on 
the Duke of Northumberland, when he 
was informed by^his Grace, ^* that he had 
been strongly recommended to him, as a 
man of knowledge and probity ; and he 
therefore directed him to provide an assist- 
ant, and he would give' them apartments ia 
Northumberhmd-House.'* 

At the same time, the Duke put into 
Mr. Butler's possession, a room full of 
papers, which were in the utmost confu-: 
sion; but which, he said, ^* he had been 
informed, was in Mr. Butler^s power to 
arrange, and set in order" — The latter, in- - 
treated his Grace to let him know, /^ to 
whom he was indebted for so'high an obli^ 
gation ?" but that request, during the long 
course of years, that Mr. Butler served his 
Grace, was tlie only boon -denied ; for he 
Jived, and died without knowing, by whose 
means, he was removed. from poverty to 
affluence. The integrity of this gentleman 
wassuch, that there were |)eop]e thcA in 
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'the duke^s houshold^ who wished to put 
Mr. Butler out of it ; for he was so weafc, 
so grute/ulj ^nd so foolish, as to refuse 
bank-notes every week, which were offered 
him^ to expedite renewals of leases, &c. 
and consequently, appeared to many, ft 
very unfit man^ to be steward to so noble 
and opulent a family ; in shorty the duke's 
apartments were robbed ; ** and, who so 
likely, as a broken lawyer, and a refuser of 
bribes, to .be the criminal ?" The poor 
ini^ocent clerk was dismissed, and the acci- 
dent was within a hair's breadth of being 
the ruin, and dismission also of his master ! 
A man should be careful, not to let the 
world know, he is strictly honest — for 
such a man was Mi*. Butler. He died in 
the duke's service and/dwur^ and before 
he died, kept his carriage. 

WEALTH, WISDOM, AND. VIRTUE^' 
AN EASTERN TALE. 

'" Come near, ye .children of* pleasure,'^ 
-said theson Massaoud,^' listen tomyinstruor 
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tion« and be 'wise ; and let your hearts lean 
^kdom from the mouth of Morat — I am 
now journeying to the gates of death ; my 
gardens, my houses must I leave behind me — 
Praised be Mahomet, that Mirsay shall en- 
joy them ; let the prophet of the Highest 
vouchsafe, that they may not be a snare 
to the son of Morat/* 

When Abdallah, the friend of Massaoud, 
vras received into the gardens of Paradise, 
his son possessed all his riches, and he 
shewed to me, (his friend) the largeness 
of his possessions, and tlie multitude of 
his wealth ; I fed my eyes with the gold 
of Ophir ; I feasted them with the glitter- 
ing gems of Toak — Then, said I, to myself, 
** Surely, Heli is blessed ; of a certain, the 
son of Abd^lbh is happy ;'' I thought on 
these things from the going down of the sun, 
till soft sleep seized on me ; then, in the 
visions of the night, the heaps of treasure 
were still before mine eyes ; and I sighed, 
^nd said, '^ Ob, that I were as Heli ; that 
as his, were the riches of my bouse ;'* 
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while thus my heart btirned, a messenger 
olF the Highest, and of his prophet, stood 
before me ; *' Son of the dust,'* said he, 
•^* fear not. What is it thy heart seekcth. 
Wisdom, power, riches, pleasure ? Behold, 
all these are before thee ;". and I said, ser- 
vant of the rtighest, I have prayed in se- 
cret ; let riches and power be given me-r- 
Oh, let my house be as the house of 
Hell i when the rising sun had now gilded 
the east, I arose, and lo, Heli waited for me; 
hastened to the call of my friend — ** Mo- 
rat,'* said he, *' Mahomet has revealed to 
me, in a vision, that the angel of death ap- 
proaches me — ^My father had no friend, 
like Massaoud ; 1 have scarcely One, lik(i 
Monat ; behold then, all my treasures ar6 
diine ! but keep thy frlend^s memory still 

Engraven on the tablet of thine heart/* 

I was struck, as with the thunder of Hea- 
ven, that falls upon the mountains of In- 
dostan ; I repHed not ; but on that day^ 
Heli was cut off, as the flower that falls 
beneath the sun, in the hot Vallies of Aras 
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bia; I possessed all his wealdi; receive 
now my thanks, said I, O prophet ; Moral, 
b happy I Then counted I my treasures, 
and rejoiced in the jnultitude of my riches ; 
but soon my heart grew anxious; sleep, 
was banished from my eyes ; I feared the 
OSS of riches ; I trembled for my life : If 
the bashaw of Bagdat knows of thy trea* 
sures, he will destroy thee Morat. Fear 
came upon me, when I purchased rich 
stuffs, or slaves ; or even when I refreshed 
myfelf with the food which sustaineth 
life. He said to me, as I walked forth to 
taste the breeze of the evening — ** Morat, 
thy friend, is in distress ; thou art rich ; 
wilt thou not lend thy aid to save him ?" 
With the ^peed^of the hart of the forest, I 
hastened home.; I said to myself, *^ He 
knows then of my ricl)es, how am I be-^ 
traycd ? I suffered my friend to perish, 
because my heart failed — on account of my 
treasure. " While thus I passed my evil 
day, it chanced one morning, I cast my 
eyes on the daughter of amussulman.; she 
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was beautiful as the full moon. ; charming 
as one of the Houri's— It was Fatima, the 
4aughter of Hassan ; I buraed for her — 
" She shall become my wife," said I ;/' Has- 
san will think himself happy,, to give her 
-to Morat ;*' but then my countenance fell, 
when I considered my treasures. "Will 
not her father discover theniy" said I to 
myself, ^^ to the bashaw of Bagdat. Oh, 
miserable Morat !" and even whilst I spoke, 
came a messenger from the bashaw ; he 
aoon followed in person ; to him, I was 
obliged to give half of my treasures^ to 
preserve the rest ; for the darkness that sat 
on my. brow^-and the fears of my own 
heart had betrayed >me,. while those, which 
I' helped not^ agreed together against me. 
jSeven days, and seven nights> I took no 
rest, nor did the food of life enter my lips j 
yet, at last, I suffered myself to be com- 
forted. *' Now, the bashaw," ;said I, " is 
satisfied, I have no tnore to fear from 
•Hassan ; 1 will go^.and demand of. him hisr. 
daughter," 
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He KccWed mc with smiks and com^ 
mandcd the damsel to be brought forth** 
8be came^ arrayed in shining robes, and 
dressed like the maidens of the east: — 
*^ Moraf^ demandeth thee in marriage,** 
said her father,. ^« Art thon willing to be 
his? Is the desire of thy heart toward 
him }" The honors of despair seized my 
heart, when she answered, ^^ O, my fa* 
ther, give me not to Morat ?" ^ Why, 
wilt not thou, beautiful maiden, become 
the wife of the son of Massaoud V* said • I,. 
with a faultering and broken voice ; '* I 
love thee, Oh most charming of women 1 
I have houses, gardens, slaves^ and all man* 
aer of treasures— I have/wealth and power," 

*^ lYue, soa of Massaoud," said she ;. 
^ but thou hast not wisdom, nor the heart 
to use them." Then she vanished from my 
tight, as the morning dew vanishes before 
the rising sun. Hassan would not recai 
her \ her words sunk deep into my mind ;. 
and at evening-prayer,. I besought Maho- 
met, to give me wisdom and uiitue, and. 



t^takcy if it so please^ him* cbMctrea'^ 
awes, which I knew not how to emplovy.. 
and th^ pow€r^ which I might be tempted- 
to abu9e : then it pipased Heaven, to- 
hearken to mj prayer^ to gmnt me more 
than . I required^ for I found myself en-, 
lightened with wisdom ; yet riches still 
were mine : but now,. I no longer feared 
for them in my heart ; I comforted my 
friends i I became a father to the dis- 
tiessed. 

. When Hassan heard these things, he 
suddenly stood before me, and lifting up 
his voice said, **• Praised be the* Highest^ 
and Mahomet, his prophet, that Morat is 
at last restored to himself. Heaven ! (cried^ 
he,) has given thee wisdom and virtue ; 
behold, I give thee Fatima-, live long,. and 
happy, and teach those lessons^ to thy chil- 
dren, which thou hast suffered for thy ig- 
norance ?" Thus wa» I blessed for Fatima,. 
and peace and plenty have attended on my 
steps, while Morat, the gcod — Morat, the 
hapj^y, has echoed. frotB. the risbg to the: 

o 4t 
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setting of the sun. The angel of death 
comes now, not unlooked for, to waft me 
to the gardens of Paradise — Do thou, son of 
Morat, and Fatima,.. imitate the virtues of 
thy mother ; follow the dyiftg precepts of 
thy dying father 5 use thy riches well, and 
Heaven will add to them,, the gifts-of wls-^ 
dom, and of virtue. 

jlnecdote of Louis the F&urteenih\ 

' Lotnis the Fourteenth, however repre^ 
hensihle for the fatal consequences of his* 
mad ambition, united, with the most dis-^ 
tinguished urbanity of manners a consi* 
derable share of real good nature--»-The fo^ 
lowing anecdote affords a striking instance 
of a polished and humane mind. 

This Monarch^ wa^ one day entertain- 
ing a select party of his^ courtiers, with the* 
relation of a circumistance which he ah«> 
nounced' as extremely laughable ; but> on- 
the entrance of Prince Armagnac, he sup-, 
pressed a fine repartee,, whidi. constituted, 
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riie merit of the story : — ^The whole circle 
Felt themselves disappointed, which was^ 
seldom the case when his Majesty pro- 
ihised them entertainment^ and were there*^ 
fore surprised : The King observed it, but 
said nothing, till the Prince departed. — 
" Now,.gcntlemen/* saidhe, ** Firmake 
you laugh," and accordingly gave thenr 
the anecdote, unmutilated, which produced, 
in a high d'egree, the promised effect. 
** You see/* subjbined Louis, '* there was 
an oblique stroke, which would have af« 
ftc^ed the PHnce, and I suppressed it,,t6' 
prevent his being embarrassed 5 for T would' 
rather loose the reputation of the best bon 
mot that ever was uttered, than give a 
moment^spain to any individual ;'* an ex- 
ample, worthy the imitation of all^ who. 
aspired to the cnaracter of, really fine gen- 
tlemen. 

ANECDOtE. 

King George the First, after the rehet 
lion, was over, in a private conference witii* 
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faift preiBsery caycrcd attc Sir Charla- 
Kerneyftf whb whcoi he had been more 
mtiaute at the court of tbe Princess So- 
phia, than with any person £nooi England^ 
The premier, accordii^ to the usual art of 
traducing those who vote against the mi* 
nistry^ intending to represent Sir Charles^ 
as an enemy to his ^lajesty, by saying, 
'^ That he voted against the succession, in 
the honse of Hanover; was immediately 
interrupted by his Majesty — ** Voted,*' says 
the King^ " Voting, is amongst your- 
selves ; I would see the man ; go, tell 
him, I will smoke a pipe with him at St« 
James's." Sir Robert Walpole, delivering. 
t\\e message" from the King, was told by 
Sir Charles Kerneys — **- I have had the 
honour to be personally known to the 
elector of Hanover : and as no man liv- 
ing can have more satisfaction and plea- 
sure in any one's conversation^ than. I have- 
had in his most agreeable company, should 
be extremely proud of the high favour, of 
smoking again a private pipe with, him.— > 
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But it must be at Hanover ^^ The story 
is authentic^ and it is left to every one tft 
make what reflections he pleases on his 
Majesty's extraordinary benevolence, and 
the baronet's political principles. 

Anecdote of the Great Dtike ofMarl'^ 

borough. 

In the war of the confederate's with. 
France, the deputies of the States of Hol- 
land were a constant obstruction to the 
views of Prince Eugene, and the Duke of 
Marlborough. The duke was one day 
asked, ^^ How it happened,, that Alexander 
the Great,, and many other heroes of an- 
tiquitVr had, in one year,, made such con- 
siderable progress ; and that nowy, all that , 
the greatest, and most accomplished generals 
could do,, was to take two or tlvee towns^ 
in the course of a single campaign."— 
*^ The reason," he replied,. " is sufficiently 
obvious; Alexander, and the other great 
heroes of antiquity,, had never any deputM^ 
from the states-general in their camps,'*^ >' 



104 CrEANINGS OF wir. 

ANECDOTB OF sm THOMAS GRESHAM;. 

Sir Thomas Gresham,. who built the 
Royal Exchange^, was the son of a very 
poor woman,, who left him in a field, when 
an infant ; but the chirping of a grass* 
Chopper, leading a boy to the pl^ce where 
he. lay, his life was preserved : from this 
circumstance,, the future merchant,, took 
the grasshopper for his crest ; and hence 
the cause of placing the figure of" that in- 
sect over the Royal Exchange.. 

Anecdote of Philip the Second^ Kin^ of 

Spain.. 

Philip,, walking one day alone in one of 
the cloisters, belonging to the convent of 
the escurial^. a tradesman,^ seeing^ the door 
i)pep, went in,^ transported with, admira^ 
tion at the fine paintings with, which th« 
house is adorned. *^ He addressed him^ 
self to the King,'Vwhom he took for one: 
«f thp. seryants of the. conycnt,^ and.*^ dei- 
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%\vei him to shew him the paintings^ 
and describe the subjects of them." 

Philip, with all the humility, and conde-t 
ficension of a lay brother, conducted him 
through all the apartments, and gave him 
every satisfaction he could desire; at 
parting, the stranger tdok him by the hand^ 
and squeezing it vary affectionately, said, 
'^^ I am much obliged to you, friend, I live 
at St. Martin's, and my name is Michael 
Bambis, and if you should come my way,, 
and call on me, you will £nd a glass of 
good wine at your service !" — ** And^wy 
naviCf^ said the pretended servant, " is 
Philip the Second, and if you will call on 
me at Madrid, / will give you a glass of 
as goody 

Prayer of Henry the Fourth of France, 
immediately before a Battle^ in which, 
Jie obtained a compxeat victory. 

O Lord of Hosts, who can see through 
ithc thickest veil, and closest disguise;^ who 
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views the bottom of my heart, and the 
deepest designs of my enemies ; who hast 
in thy hands, as well as before thine eyes, 
all the events which concern human life. 
if thou knowesr, that my reign will pro* 
mote thy glory^ and the safety of thy peo* 
pie \ if thou knowest that I have no other 
ambition in 4ny sonl, bttt to advance the 
honour of thy holy name, and the good of 
this state-^Favour, O great God, the jus- 
tice of my arms, and induce all the rebels 
to acknowledge him, whom thy sacred de- 
cree, and the order of a lawful succession, 
has made their Sovereign ; but if thy good 
providence, has ordered it otherwise; and 
thou secst, that I should prove one of 
those Kings, whom thou givest in thine? 
anger ; take from me, O merciful God, my 
life, and my crown ; make me, this day, 
a sacrifice to thy willj let my death, end 
the calamities of France, aikl let my blood 
be the last spilt in this quarrel.^' 
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ANECDOTE OF BONNEL THORNTON. 

Mr. Thornton's celebrity, as a man of 
wit, as well as a wrher of reputation, has 
•been well established ; like most wits too, he 
iovcd conviviality J^ which frequently led him to 
late hours, and consequently short mornings. 
*- After a night, spent in this manner, an 
-old female relation^ called upoil him late 
in the morning, and found him in bed ; on 
which, she read him a lecture on prudence, 
which she concluded, by saying, *' Ah, 
Bonnel ! Bonnel ! I see plainly, you'll 
shorten your days !" " Very true, madam," 
replied Bonnel, very gravely, ** But, by the 
same mle, I shall lengthen my nights." 

ANECDOTE OF a' FRENCH FAMILY, 1767. 

The family of L — ^ in France, are con- 
stantly boasting of their antiquity ; they pre- 
tend to trace their origin frbm Anne, the 
mother of the Virgin 'Mary. 
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In a cluteao, bdoog^ng Ge> tbdr estate, is 
preserved an old picmrcy which fepreaents 
a gendeman, an ancestor of the funilj, in 
-coogdete armouCy on his knees, bcfosc the 
▼irgin. The Tiigin has a scidl, depend- 
ing from her mooth, cm which is written, 
** Jtue cousin" Another scroQ is repre- 
sented, as issuing from the gentleman's 
moiitbf on which are these woids Excuse 
me cousin^ I knsrs my duty J* 

Anecdote of the late Lord-Orrery ^ and 

Mr. Garrick. 

The late Lord Orrery was a singularly 
formal character ; Sir Anthony Brambl^ 
in the Discovery^ exhibits a very good 
portrait of his lordship's mannen. It was 
sometimes the wish of Mr. Garrick to pla|r 
upon the suavity of the old nobleman, and 
induce him to contradict himself ; thii; 
power, he exerted very successfully, in a 
conversation relative to the late Mr. Mo^- 
sop. 
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LorfOiteiy wfote a > fetter ftoih Irfe- 
Jand to Garricfc, requfeStihg, that ^ Mbs- 
I5bp, might be engiagfed- at Dftity-lane ;** 
in consequence of this letter, Mr. Mos- 
sop was engaged: and, some months a£- 
terwardfe, His loid^hip came to £n^nd ; 
Ite took an^ early opportunity, of breakfast- 
ing with Mr. Garrick, when the following 
<Iialc^;iie pas^ between them : 

Orrery. — David, I rejoice to' see you in 
liealth ; the success of your theaitre, I ih- 
>quire not about, for where Mbssop, and 
yourfielf are, it must be triumphant: The 
Pfercy and the Douglas, both in arms, have 
a right to be confident ; separate^ you ar6 
two bright luminaries ; tiniied^ you are a 
constellation. The Gemini^ the Castor^ 
^nd PoUux^ of the theatric hemisphere; 
for excepting yourself, my dear David, na 
tnan, that ever trod <»n tragic ground, has so 
Ibrcibly exhibited^ the various passions that 
agitate, and, I may say, that agonise the 
fiuman mind. He makes that broad strt^ce 
iu the heart; whith * being aimed by the 

VOL.1, P 
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hand pf Katufsc, reaches tfhe pnKe<rdc 
pcasKH— the peer, cr dbe i^eixaiB— He is 

not the mexe player of fuiuoDi for ^ 
mese plavcr of £2shkxi» Dzridy naaj lie 

conspartd to a naiiy tossed La a blanket; 
the verjr insmit his supporters qoh ifaeir 
boU of the coverlid, down drcps the faeio 
of the day, and his boocs 2x disViraird, or 
his neck is broken; however, as gpaenl 
a^certions do not carry conviction, I vili 
rang^ my opinions luxier difierent heads^ 
not doubting your assent to my dedaia- 
tions, which shall be founded on fact, and 
built upon experience — First of the firsts 
his voice — /m voice. Is the argentum box 
of the ancients, the silver tone, of which so 
much has been written, but which never struck 
upon a modern ear, till Mosspp spoke, 
** then mute attention reigned." 
^, Carrick. — Why, my lord, as to his vojce, 
I must needs acknowledge, his voice is 
loud enough, the .severest critic^ could not 
accuse him with whispering his part ; for 
egad, it was so loud, that the people had 
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no cxxasion to come inta the theatre, they 
used to go into the pastry-cook's, in Russel- 
court, and eat their custards, and hear him 
a^ well as if they had been in the orchestra, 
for he would make ^* the Welkin roar 
again." No one could doubt the goodness 
of his lungs, or accuse him of sparing them ; 
but as to — 

Orreiy,~What! you have found out that 
hel)ellows,have you ? you havediscovered that 
he roars. Upon my soul, David, you arc 
Tight ; he bellows like a bull ; we used to 
call him Bull Mossop ; Mossopy the bull ; 
We had no better name for him. But then, 
David, his eye, is an eye of fire ; and when 
he looks, " he looks unutterable things ;'* 
it is scarce necessary that he should speak, 
for his eye conveys every thing that he 
means ; excepting j/oiir own eyc^ David ; 
it is the brightest, the most expressive, most 
speaking eye, that ever beamed in a — 

Garrick. — Why, my lord ? with the ut- 
tnost submiswon to' your lordship; from 
whose accurate judgment and comprehensive 

P 2 
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imdemandin^ I tremble to differ; doet' 
not your lordship think there's a — duU sort of 
a heaviness— a blanket— allnd film, a ? 

Orrery. — V* hat ! you have discovered tfcft 
he is btind r he is as blind as a beetle; 
there is, indeed, an o pact ft/, a sfdrej tvifh- 
out sfgki ; a kind of film, like that yoa 
describe. . Egad, David, whatever his c\)t 
is, nothing escapes ijour'^s ; but though I 
must acknowledge, he bellows like a bull, 
and IS as blind as a beetle; yet, his me" 
moryy has that tenacity, that every thii^' 
adheres to it, that is once recieved — He 
does not forget a sylbble. 

Garrick-— Upon my honour, my lord, 
if his memory was what you describe in 
Ireland, he must ha\'e forgot to bring it 
with him to London, for htre^ ihe promp- 
ter, was obliged to repeat every sentence ; 
and he could not retain a "diholt sentence, 
there was a necessity for splitting it, and 
giving it him in two parts. 

Orrery.— What J you have found out, that 
his head runs out ^ when 'be was w^ith us, 
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Lady Orrery, vse4 t^ .odl hkii Cullender 
Moespp— Mossop the jculknder : The fel,- 
Jow coyld not reniennjjer 9 ccxxunoa 4is- 
tjcj) ; but notwuh$t9i>diAgy I mu&t ^fkpQW* 
I^e, bis is blind a$ ;a beetle ; bellow^ like 
9 bvll ; a^cannQt retain any .tbicng more 
thftn ;a cullender; y«t,.his .caxriage i? sa 
«a»r J tes ^ir so |;e;]tleDftan-like ; his de- 
poDtmenJt b^ so much &3hion about it, that 
yoi perceive, at a gUnce, he had kept the 
best .company, and w <Hie who sees hij^n, 
Voujid ever conceive, thaJ they were lo<*k- 
ing at a player ; he has i;.he port of nohi- 
iUy— he look* like onje.of us, — 

Garrick'-^A* to his port, my lord, I 
grant you^ he i3 t^Jl,, aijd up* ight enough, 
but^ with subnji$sion — the utmost siib.tn.i$- 
aiQi3, to your Iprdship'a , better jydgnaent ; 
did not you thUik th^r^ was a kli^^ of an 
aukwacdness—^a ri^dity-r-a vulgarity \ W« 
kad fencing-ma^rs, (^noii^-in^$ters, hut 
aQ wQuld not do v he looked^ mofe like a 
Ipylor, thaa a gjendeman^ 

XJfTciyw-^Wh^t ! ypu h^ve ibui>d' ou]t 

Fa 
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he's Stiff? By the lord, David, you are 
right; nothing escapes you; he is -stiff-- 
stiff as a poker; I remember, we used to 

• call him Poker Mossop ; we had no better 
name for liim in the country ; but however^ 
his body might want, as I must acknow« 
ledge it did, the 'graceful suavity of the 
antinour ; his mind> ever formed of the 
most flexible materials ; any advice, which 
you gave him, he would take ; a hint iiras^ 
I am persuaded, all that was liecessary. 

Garrick. — There, my lord, in this, P 
must be bold enough to oppose you in the 
most pointed manner ; for of all the oh* 
stinatfy, headstrong^ unma^iageable avX" 
mats, I ever dealt with in all my life, he is 
the most untractable; the most stubborn; 
the most wrong-headed-^ I never knew one 

♦ ihstance,. ^where. he followed any advice that 
I gave him,, m any the smallest degree ; if 
I recommended him: to dress a character 
phirny he came upon the stage like a gin- 
gerbread king ; if I adviised splendour fii, 
bis appearance, he endeayouted at* getting: i^ 
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'fuaker'^s dress, from the keeper •£ the ward- 
robe ; and, in every thing else, had that most 
impenetrable — 

Orrery. — So, you have discovered, that he 
IS obstinate ? Upon my soul, he is as ob- 
stinate as a pig ; he has more of diat ani- 
mars pertinacity than any man I ever 
knew in my Hfc ; bat yet, David, ttvVA all 
hisjaults^ he is— but I have no time to 
enter into the particulars— bur, be what he 
will, you have engaged him ; and I wish you 
may agree with each other.. 

HISTORICAL ANECDOTE. 

It is well known, that the great Gus- 
tavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, perished 
at the battle of Luizan, which he gained on 
the. 16th of November, 1632, but nothing 
positive wa» known, as to the circumstances 
of his death ; some pretended^ that Cardinal 
Richlieu wa» the aiuhor of it ; others, that 
he was assassinated by Ehike Albert, of Lau- 
^nbourgh^. one of his gencrak]^ who was 

P 4 
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himsc^If^ I&illed by one of the AustrUns^ 
))ut a letter lias been lately found^. in the 
archives of Sweden^ -which exjxlains that 
nSelancholy event quite in another manner; 
it is dated January the 29th, ^lSt5^ and ad- . 
dxessed by Mr. Andre Goedging, to Mr. 
Nicholas Hawedson D 'Hal, seciretaiy totb^ 
^chives of that kingdom^ and is a$ fol^ 
Jows-^ 

" When I was in Saxony, in 16^7> J^ 
]by a happy chance, discovered tke qrrcum- 
stances of the unfortu];ia,te end of King Gus«> 
tavus Adolphus : That great Prince^ went 
out withcut any other attendaat, than a 
valet^ to discover the enemy ; a thick fog^ 
prevented his pierceivii^ ,a d&tachme^t o£ 
Attstirian tEOQps> who fised^ and womute^ 
ihlm^ but did not kill him \ the vakt» ^h^ 
assisted the King to logain ithe caoo^ 
finished him with ;a pistol, and took AfaiK 
,of specifies, which the Pfince aliwray^ 
wore, he being very neauT-sighted. I hoVigjatL 
those spectacles of the Duke .of Haueor- 
)>y.rgh> whilst I was ija S^ixony ^ the ittiu> 



jjerer ©f the Kixijg was very old, mi dwnr 
near his .end. JR^^moi^^ for so ^attrpcious 
^n action^ wafi ^ continqal toraaent ip* 
him ; and he sont for the above-'tiamed 
dean, and eonfcssod .his .crinae to hirOj^ 
these circumstances I had from the mouth 
of the dean himself^ of ^/wh^m I hoqgbt 

# 

those speclacje^y whiqh I have depo^^^ 
among the arqhives of ^woden^'* 

ANECDOTE OF MARSHAL VILLI^AS. 

It is weH known^ that :lhc Miirshal ra- 
Ried himself upon his disintorestedneg;^ ^nd 
the strict discipline he maintained in the. 
army, and the severe justice exercise'd on 
delinquents of all kinds ; talking on the. 
subject one day, in a circle in Paris,, he 
told the company, that *' in pne of hi^ 
campaigns in Germany, great* complaint^ 
were made against the commissary of stores^ 
for frauds of various kinds, which were 
clearly proved — 1 sent for thp fellow,*^ 
Isaid the niarshal^ ^^ and ^er repip^chin^ 



kioi lap^ Jft 23 flu^bct GE temar I'l- tscbao^" — 
Os wlbxji lie kail cbe iryarfgnnnr to eH 
fiKy lias, ^bt wjs worib a lari'^hrd dioo- 
KBid kjin»d\xs: aod dBstf I cxnul pm&aae 
oo irsccdttst cf a iraSy x;r^ i&^ « as, 
beirig hangrf.** Thr mardaill licrc soppoly. 
and ibe comparir, orusg om, '' Wc2^ wint 
&1 jou do to ihe man r** *' I dooY kixm 
hfsw it wa^ bot the g cuudid icwj Mt 

A%zcr>orE OF gaikicc. 

When in the early pait of his life, be 
petfitffintd Hanger, with a most uncommaa 
jpint, and §o well /^^Ia/ the part, that a 
young lady^ of great family and fortune, fell 
vi<4cntlyin love with him ; her friends, find- 
ing it in vain. to reason with her, aiid dreading 
her forming a matrinumiaL connexion with ' 
a player, took her to see him play Scrubs 
and the very contemptible appeaxance he 
made in that part, wrought a perfect cure. 
Garrick vvas himself so conscious of tba 
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prtiful figure he made in that character, 
and so thoroughry ashamed of it, that he 
gave' directions to the box-keeper, that " If 
any of Lorf* BiirKngtort's family came to 
feke 'places, he must say, the boxes were alt 
taken." 

ANECDOTE OF DOCTOR JOHNSON,. 

. * • 

A lady» having expressed her wonder to 
the doctor,, thit " Milton, vvho had writ- 
ten^so sublime a poem, as the Paradise Lost, 
should Tlave been so very inferior to him- 
self, in the composition of his Sonnets !*' 
he replied, " Is it then matter of surprise, 
madam, that the hand, which was able to 
scoop a Colossus, of the most perfect syme^ 
, try from a rock^ should fail in an attempt 
to form the head of. Venus out of a cherry-. 
stone/' 

Anecdote of Ckancelhr' Bacony whick most 
. admirably displays his Integrity. 

A pleader y who had a great c^usc to sub^ 
JEnlt to his decisionjt sent to him. twohand--^ 
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some silver flaggonsy^as a present; Bacon i:e«r 
. turned theni> full of wine, with this wess^ge 
** As I suppose you sent the .flaggons, to 
know what wines I keep in my cellar, I 
have filled them with the two best sort$ I 
kave at present in my possession." 

Anecdote of the Duke of BeJforef—illl. 

When his Grace ofi^ociAted the iaje peaces 
at Psuis^ he diigtied the pxeUminarijes with 
the French minister Choiseul^ and stipulated: 
no further for thepp^ssion^ of the East- 
India company^ than he was ^adyised by the 
court of directors* A |;6ntleman, a Dutclv 
Jew, of great abilities and character, hear- 
ing this,, wrote a letter to the Duke of Bed- 
ford, informing him» that ^^ the {^nglisl> 
East-India company materially neglected 
their own interest,, as their chief conquests- 
were made mkstfuent to the period at which 
they had &k^ liieir daim of soveiieignty ;. 
and if these /tf//^r conquests were to J>e ,re- 
st.ored^ an immense annual levenuA would 
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^ necessarily be taken from England." The 
(fake, struck with he force of the fact, yet, 
^embarrassedf how to act, as the preliminaries 
weTC really signed, repaired toChoiseul, at 
Versailles, and addressed him- thus*: ** My 
lord, 1 have committed a great mristakc iir 
signi"ng the pndimrinaries, as die affairs of 
the India possessions mxxs^ be carried down* 
to the last conquest in Asia" — To this Choi- 
seul replied, ** Your Grace astonishes mc, 
3 thcwght I had been treating with the mi- 
mster of a* great nation, and not with a stu- 
dent HI poKtics, who does not consider the 
•validity of written engagements." 

** Your reproach, my lord, is just," 
n turned the Duke, ** but I will not add 
treachery to negligence, nor betray my coun- 
try ddrbei^tdy, because I have over- looked 
lier interest unaccountably, in a single cir- 
cumstance ; therefore, unless yotir lordship 
agrees, to cede the latter conquests in. India, 
1 ^nll return home in. twelve hours, and 
stibmit the fa4e of my head, to thediscre- 
tioB of an English parliament." Choiscul, 
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Staggered at ths duke's intrepidity, com- 
plied, and this country now enjoys above 
half a million Annually, from the firmness 
of a- man, whose virtues nevier received 
that justice from the community they 
deserved. 

,On the termination of the affair to his 
satisfaction, he gave his informant, tlie 
Dutch gentteoxan, the warmest recom- 
niendation to England ; who accordingly 
came over, and received a petision of 
five hundred pounds a year from the 
India compauy, as a reward for his ser- 
vices, 

ANECDOTE, 

When the great Admiral Haddock 
was dying, he called his son, and said to 
him, ^^ Considering my rank in life, and 
public services for so many years, I shall 
leave you but a small fortune ; but, my 
boy, it is honestly got, and will wearwell; 
there are no seaman^s wages, or provi- 
sions — not one single penny of dirty 
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money in it." The fianwiy of the Had^ 
docks, were remarkable for their sea-scr- 
vices ; and the grandfather, fatlier, and son 
bad medals given them atone and the same 
time, for their gallant behaviour, in a 
general aciioii against the Dutck. 

ANECDOTE. 

Doctor Trevor, late Bishop of Dur- 
ham, had a distinguishing title, by which 
he was better known in public, tlian even 
by that 9»hich his ecclesiastical dignity 
conferred, the fact was as follows : — 

The bishop, who was a remarkably 
handsome man, was in the drawing-room, 
during the late reign^ and was coming 
aip to the King, to pay his respects to the 
jSpvereign, at the very instant that the 
X)uches of Kingston, and some other la- 
•dies, were in close conversation with his 
Majesty. The King no sooner saw him, 
.then he made a motion towards him, on 
.which the ladies gave way. After the 
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hi^hnp had refrrcJ. ks ^fspestr, a!t 2s 
thne^ a. gaSbLnt, nuuis sDoie apo[ogT. for 
lo sthrofthr breskmg off tbe iaulies' cob- 
▼enatTon, Oh, sard Ckmdleigk, ** Ai£ 
raokit tmnt ^re way, to aucfa a hemuhj tf 
Jlolinesf* — By which natme the bisbop 
was called, to the hour e£ bis death. 

ON COOD SENSE. 

Were I to expiain what I miderstaiid 
hj good sense^ I should call it right rea^ 
mm ; but right reason that arises, not from 
formal and logical dedactions ; bnt from 
a sort of intHitive faculty in the s^ul, 
which distinguishes, by imniediate per- 
ception, a kind of innate sagacity, that 
in many of its properties seems very 
much to resemble instinct. Ip would be 
improper thci^fore, to say, rfiat '* Sir 
Isaac Newton shewed' his good sense by 
those amazing discoveries which he made 
in Natural Philosophy*'— The operationi 
of this jrift of Ileavea ane rather instair- 
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t&tieousy than the result of any tedious 
process, like Diomede, after Minerva had 
endued him, with the power of discerning 
gods from mortals. The man of good 
sense discovers at once, the truths of those 
objects he is most concerned to distin- 
guish, and conducts himself with suitable 
caution and security. It is for this rea- 
son, possibly, that this quality of the 
mind is not so often found united with 
learning as one could wish; for good 
sense being accustomed to receive het 
discoveries, without labour or study, she 
cannot so easily wait for those truths, 
which being placed at a distance, and ly- 
ing concealed under numberless covers, 
require much pains, and applicdtion ^to . 
unfold — But though good sense, is not 
in the number, nor always, it must be 
owned, in the company of the sciences; 
yet, it is (as the most sensible of the 
pbets has justly observed,) fairly worth 
the seven. 

Rectitude of understanding is, indeed^i 

VOL. I. Q 



226 (MEANINGS QF WIT* 

the most useful^ as well as most noble of 
humaa endowments,. as it is tbe sovereign 
guide and director in every branch of 
civil and social intercourse. Upon what- 
ever occasion this enlightening faculty i» 
exerted, it is always sure to act with dis- 
tinguished eminence ; but its chief and 
peculiar province seems to. be in the 
commerce of the world ; accordingly, we 
observe that those who have conversed 
more witn men^ then with books, whose 
wisdom is derived more from experience^ 
than contemplation, generally possess this 
happy talent whb superior perfection.-— 
For good sense, though it xannot be ac- 
quired, may be improved, and the world, 
I believe, will be found to afford the 
most favourable soil for cultivation. 

Anecdote of 2ueen Elizabeth. 

9 

Queen Elizabeth, (after her coming to 
the crown,) used often to confer with Sir 
l^ichard Throgmorton, who, (observing, 
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that she often likeivise consulted " witl»> 
soine great persons who had been of her 
sister^s councils, whom he liked not,) 
frankly told her, *^ How inconvenient 
and dangerous, he thought it would be in 
the end, for her to adrise with, and. be 
directed by such persons, who, (he said) 
if they 6ncegot into her councils and con- 
fidence, would either gain her to their re- 
ligion, or, if they found they could not 
caiTy that point, endeavour, as indeed 
they afterwards did, to take >her away 
by poison" — Whereupon, the Quesn, en- 
raged at his freedom, replied, '* S'death, 
villain, I will have thv head" — To which 
he steadily answered, ** You will do well 
to consider first, madam^ how long you 
shall be able to keep your own, en your 
own shoulders" — which said,..]ie departed. 
Afterwards, upon cooler thoughts, the 
Queen sent for him again, and they 
weie reconciled^ — Notvlong after which, 
she sent hioLhei' ambassador to France. 

ii 2. . 
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Some' particulars of tbe King of Prussia, that 
happened a few days before his Death, 

His most Serene Highness -the Duke of 
Courland^ caused it to be signified to bis 
Majesty, that, ** before his departure for 
Silesia, be wished to pay him once more 
his devoirs." The King sent him fof 
answer, that " his. visit would be ex- 
tremely agreeable, to him, and that he • 
would expect his. highness." The Duke;» 
accordingly waited upon him, and findr 
ing him in very good spirits, he said, 
**' He was extremely happy to see hia 
Majesty so free from pain, as to be able 
to induloje avien of good bumoi^^-" The 
King thanked: his Highness, and said, 
*' I find myself tolerably well; 1 feel no 
cause of complaint, except in my legs, 
which refuse to do their office — It is true., 
indeed, I cannot sleep ; but then I derive 
one advantage, and that not inconsider.- 
able, from, this misfortune." -r-<^ Pray, 



.©LEAWNGS OP WIT. 22^ 

what can that be?" asked the Duke« 
** Why," replied the Kincr, << it is, that 
I' make a watchful night centinel." 

This answer, made the Duke burst into 
a fit of loud laughter, in which the King 
liimfelf joined so heartily, that the noise 
reached the next room, where some bus- 
ars were stationed, one- of whom, imme- 
diately enteredthe royal apartment, and 
enquired, ** if his Majesty had called ?" 

** You secj" said, the old Monarch 
*• my people are surprised to hear me 
laugh ; for- I assure youj this is the first 
time, I have done so these two years." 

His Majesty, w^s- sensibly affected at 
the departure of Prince Dolgorucki, who, 
for many years,., had filled the office of 
ambassador^ at the court of Berlin, from 
the Empress of Russia. The Prince was 
introduced to his audience of leave, abou* 
nine days- before the King's death. The 
Monarch took him. by tlie hand, and bid 
iiiiii farewel, in these terms : *^ I am as 
much concerned at your recal,,aa I am at 
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our separation— My dear Prince, iarcwel t 
assure your SoTcreign of my esteem ; and, 
as to yourself, be assured, that as long as 
I live, you will be ever dear to me ; and 
that time shall never be able to efface 
you from my memory."' The old Prince,, 
deeply affected, by this mark of royal^^ 
attachment^ was unable to reply ; but his 
silence, and the tears that run down his 
aged cheeks, expressed his gratitude 
Hiuch better than any words could do.. 
The King looked stedfastly on him, and. 
seeing the tears falling down his face,, 
stretched, out his hand to him, and euu 
braced him, without* being^^ able to say 
another word. This seene^ sufficiently 
moving of itself, became still more so,, 
from the circumstanee of the great age: 
of both,, and the reflection, that on that 
account, they were taking le.ive for ever.. 
A few nights before the great Frederick, 
died, he waked in the night, and rang 
his bell ; one of the servants in waiting,, 
entering the apartment, asked^ '* Whaj;: 
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"WM his Majesty's pleasure ?*' Hecalled 
for drink, which was immediately given 
him in a glass. As the King had not slept 
in a bed for aJong time, but in an armed 
chair, the servant, put one hand under 
the King's head, to raise it a little, and 
with the other, held the glass to his 
mouth — In the very act of drinking, the 
<King began to doze again ; and at last 
fell into a profound sleep, which lasted 
two full hours — ^^During all that time, the 
servant did not dare to stir, lest he should 
disturb the rest of his royal master; and 
from the inconvenience of the attitude in 
which he stood, he was so fatigued, as to 
^be just on the point of fainting; when, 
fortunately for him, his Majesty awoke* 
*** Bless me," said the King, *^ I have 
been asleep ; I believe, I have dozed 
away a quarter of an hour" — '^ Indeed, 
Sir;" replied the servant, " You have 
slept two hours." *^ Two hours !" re- 
plied the King, ^^ Then, poor fellow. 



N 
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you must be sorely tired, you shall have 
something for your pains." He ac- 
corilingly gave him money to the value 
of ten guineas. 



"^END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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